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Education Editor 


Universities were last night 
snapping up students after a 
record A-Ievel pass-rate. 

They had confirmed offers 
for more than 150,000 of the 
290,000 available places, sig- 
J C nificantly more than -at the 
same time last year. 

This means that there may be 
fewer places in clearing than last 
year because more students 
will have made the grade. The 
A-level pass-rate is up by 1.8 
percentage points, one of the 
biggest increases in the last 
seven years. 

But university admissions of- 
ficers said students should not 
panic. Tony Higgins, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service, 
said* “If we go on at this rate, 
there will be fewer places in 
clearing, but that doesn’t mean 
there will be greater pressure 
because there will be fewer 
people chasing them.*' 

Candidates who have just 
missed their offers may have a 
better than usual chance of 
ft, gaining places. Courses which 
might have gone into clearing, 
through which spare places are 
allocated to students who have 
not got into university, will 
have fewer places to fill and may 
decide instead to recruit the 
next few students down their list 

Universities said there was no 
danger that the improved pass- 
rate would mean they overshot 
their targets. A spokesman for 
the Committee of Vice-Chan- 
cellors and Principals said: “If 
you recruit too many people in 
"English, you can always tell 
the engineers to lake fewer." 

However that meant there 
might be fewer places in clear- 
ing on the less popular cours- 
es, he added. 

Universities are under more 
pressure than usual to recruit 
students because of govem- 
mcul cuts in higher education 
vr funding. They stand to lose 
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boards and the Liberal De- 
mocrats. said there should be 
one united board. 

Sir Rhodes Bctyson, former 
Conservative education minis- 
ter, said the figures showing an 
improved pass-rate were mean- 
ingless. Modular exams, he 
said, were “like a Caucus race, 
you start when you like, you stop 
when you fike and everyone gets 
prizes." . 

On the improvement in stan- 
dards; be sakL “3 am not knock- 
ing the children- They do work 
harder but if the figures are to 
be believed, the brains of our 
people are increasing at such an 
amazing rate that we should be 
- able to invade outer space." 

He proposed a new scholar- 
ship exam for the top 12 uni- 
versities, with everyone else 
taking another exam. 

The Association of University 
Tbacbeis believes that A-Ieveu 
fail to prepare students for uni- 
versity courses: “Strong anec- 
dotal evidence indicates an 
increasing mismatch between 
what A-level students achieve 
and what is needed for univer- 
sity courses." 

But David Hart, general sec- 
retary of the National Associ- 
ation of Head Ibachers, said 
allegations that standards were 


Clearing 
lists start 
Monday 


The Independent and the 
Independent on Sunday , 
will again this year be the 
ONiy papers to run ail the 
official Ucas lists of uni- 
fvers'rty and college vacan- 
cies. 

tf you have just received 
your results, and you're 
looking for a place, then 
you will heed. The 
Independent next Monday 
(19. - August),., when 
the first lists will be 
published. 


Don’t panic: Candidates who have Just missed the grades asked for by university may have a better chance of gaining a place Photograph: Philip Meech 


money if they do not meet 
their targets. 

The annual tow over stan- 
dards erupted yesterday, fu- 
elled by the traditionalists’ 
conviction that the modular 
exams are easier to pass than 
those which depend on a final 
exam. 

The pass-rate for modular ex- 


ams. a series of tests through- 
out the course with an exam at 
the end, was higher than for the 
traditional exams, though a 
higher proportion of candi- 
dates were awarded A grades m 
the latter. 

However, exam boards em- 
phasised that modular courses 
motivated students and that 


both types of exam were 
marked according to the same 
standard. Kathleen Tattersall, 
convenor of the joint forum for 
the GCE and GCSE exams, 
said: “Modular schemes have 
enabled candidates to exercise 
choice and to optimise their at- 
tainment but it is the quality of 
work alone which determines 


the grade.*’ 

Lord Henley, the schools 
minister, defended the exam 
and congratulated candidates 
on their hard work. “We’re not 
complacent about standards 
and are determined that public 
examinations earn and retain 
their national currency. We 
must not fell into the trap of 


thinking that if results improve, 
standards must be at risk." 

Bryan Davies, a Labour ed- 
ucation spokesman, said that “a 
proper concern for standards 
should take nothing away from 
the achievments of students on 
this important day." 

He tailed for an inquiry into 
whether we needed five exam 


‘Paced with dear evidence of 
a rise in attainment levels, the 
propets of doom have at- 
tempted to attack modular ex- 
aminations as ‘proof 1 of a 
decline in standards. But there 
is no such evidence." 

Steve Sinnott, deputy gener- 
al secretary of the National 
Union of Teachers, said: “Stu- 
dents and teachers would ap- 
preciate at Ieasr one year when 
their efforts were not under- 
mined by a small, politically mo- 
tivated group denigrating their 
achievments. It is time that this 
nasty little group slopped and 
allowed our young people to en- 
joy their success." 

Results tables,, page 2 
Leading article, page 13 


As tbe clearing process 
continues Ucas will update J 
their vacancies with the] 
latest information they] 
receive from university and I 
college admissions officers. ' 
We wilt publish the updated 
lists three times a week, 
through to mid-September . 

giving you the best; 
possible guide through 
clearing. 

The lists will appear on: 
Monday 19 August 
Wednesday 21 August 
Sunday 25 August 
Tuesday 27 August 
Thursday 29 August 
Sunday 1 September 
Wednesday 4 September 
Sunday 8 September 
Wednesday 11 September j 

Order your copy now 


Turks 

shoot 

Cypriot 

marcher 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

Security forces in Turkish-oc- 
cupied northern Cyprus shot 
dead a Greek-Cypriot demon- 
strator and wounded two 
British peace-keepers yesterday 
in one of the worst days of vi- 
olence since the 1974 Turkish in- 
vasion. Costas Simitis. Greece’s 
Prime Minister, denounced the 
Liltin g as “a criminal act by the 
occupying forces of Cyprus". 

The soldiers, sewing with 
fhhe 39th Regiment Royal Ar- 
tillery as part of a United Na- 
tions* force, were said not to be 
in serious condition. 

The violence began when 
250 Greek Cypriots stormed 
into the UN-pa trolled zone di- 
viding the Turkish-controlled 
northern one-third of Cyprus 
from the Greek-Cypriot south. 
The demonstrators had at- 
tended the nearby funeral in 
eastern Cyprus of Tasos Isaac. 
24. a Greek Cypriot dubbed to 
death in the buffer zone on Sun- 
day by men in civilian clothes 
from the Turkish side. 

The man killed yesterday 
was Solomos Soiomos, 26, a 
cousin of Isaac. He was shot in 
the neck as he tried to haul 
down a Turlrish-CVpriot flag 
from a sentry post cm the edge 
of the Turbish-Cypnot lines. 

The rise in tension has set 
Pack efforts to make a Iresh start 
at solving the Cyprus problem. 
The island has been divided 
since the Turkish army launched 
an invasion in July 1974 in re- 
sponse to a Greek-sponsored 
coup in Nicosia by supporters 
of Cyprus's union with Greece. 


Scientists divine water by 
the light of a Jupiter moon 



Heavenly sphere: Volcanic eruptions show up on the surface of lo, one of Jupiter's moons Picture sequence: Galileo/Nasa 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 

Might there be life in yet 
another part of the solar 
system? Alter last week’s sug- 
gestion that water on M3rs 
could once have played host to 
early life forms, scientists were 
yesterday absorbing the news 
that the frozen crust of Europa 

- a moon of the planet Jupiter 

- may hide icy slush or even 
water, the fundamental 
ingredient of life. 

New images taken by the 
Galileo spacecraft just 96.000 
miles away from Europa show 
dark spots on its surface which 
could have been created by 
geysers. 

“It’s really exciting," said 
Ronald Greeley, a geology- 
professor at the Arizona State 
University. “We’re seeing 
evidence of a lot of geological 
activity." He described the 


surface ^ resemb ling “ice floes 
on polar seas on Earth". 

Galileo also sent back 
pictures of a volcano on 
another of Jupiter's moons, lo, 
spewing a glowing blue plume 
of sulphur dioxide 60 miles into 
space - far further than any 
Earth volcano. 

This also offers evidence 
that the moons of Jupiter could 
be geologically active enough 
to create the conditions in 
which life could arise. 

The presence of slush on 
Europa - where the surface 
temperature is estimated to 
be -145C - would add weight 
to the argument that the satel- 
lite, which is about the same 
size as the Earth's moon, is not 
frozen solid, but has water 
under an icy layer only a few 
miles thick. 

Despite being five times 
further from the Sun than the 
Earth, it could have been 


warmed by tidal forces that arc 
created as it orbits Jupiter, 
the largest planet orbiting the 
Sun. 

The more geologically active 
Europa turns out to be, the 
more likely it is to have 
environmental niches that 
could harbour life, said Pro 
Greeley. 

Scientists hope that better 
pictures will emerge after 
December, when Galileo will 
pass within 370 miles of 
Euxopa's surface. 

Daniel Goldin, head of the 
US space agency Nasa, called 
the images “exciting and 
compelling” but said he 
greeted the idea of life on the 
icy moon with “sceptical 
optimism". 

“Were not going lo jump the 
gun,” he said. “These pictures 
do not prove the existence of 
liquid water on Europa." 

But he said "the potential is 


an intriguing possibility, and 
another step m our quest to 
explore the solar system, the 
stars, and the answer to the 
great mysteiy of whether life 
exists anywhere else in the 
cosmos". 

The volcanic activity on lo is 
very different from that on 
Earth, said Dr Torrence John- 
son of Nasa. 

‘“Terrestrial eruptions cannot 
throw materials to such hig h 
altitudes. We believe that on lo 
we are seeing geyser-like erup- 
tions that are driven by sulphur 
dioxide or sulphur gas that 
erupts and freezes in lo’s 
extremely tenuous atmos- 
phere.” he said. 
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little wonder 

A senior psychologist claims to- 
day’s children are more likely to 
spend their early years glued to 
computer games than roaming 
around outdoors with friends, 
and are being robbed of a 
“sense of wonder". Page 3 

Vicar remembered 

Schoolchildren laid flowers and 
pictures at the spot where the 
Rev Christopher Gray, 32, was 
stabbed to death beside his 
church in Liverpool, while his 
parents remembered their sou’s 


courageous disregard for the 
rides facing clergy. Page 4 

Gunman gets life 

The law on firearms was again 
shown to be fatally Hawed, 
when a mao without a gun li- 
cence who was able to buy two 
pistols which be used to murder 
one woman and shoot three oth- 
ers, was given four life sentences 
at the Old Bailey. Page 5 

Uffe trader fined 

A top trader on the London In- 
ternational Financial Futures 
Exchange has been fitted for us- 
ing ‘Torn, abusive and embar- 
rassing” language against a 
member of staff. He was previ- 
ously fined for the racial abuse 
of a black trader Page 16 

TWA crash theory 

US investigators believe two 
separate explosions doomed 
TWA Flight 800 on 17 July, 
all 230 passengers and are 
ing for a “fingerprint” to 
determine whether die first 
blast was caused by a bomb in 
the passenger cabin, page 11 
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Labour cracks the whip on MPs 



Nick Brown: Offers toil 


ANTHONY BEVINS 

FWitical Editor 

In a dramatic crack of the whip. 
Labour MPs were warned last 
night that if Tony Blair be- 
comes Prime Minister, they 
wiU be expected to work longer 
and harder at Westminster, toe 
the government Line in al) votes 
and end the sniping and 
backbiting. 

Nick Brown, Deputy Chief 
Whip , said in an interview with 
th ^Independent that loyalty and 
unity would be the basic re- 
quirement - and every Labour 
MP would be elected on that ba- 
sis. Laying down a law that will 
displease his more cantankerous 
colleagues, he said: "The elec- 
tion is fought by national polit- 
ical parties and the role of the 
individual, although important, 
is subservient to the role of the 


party." On that basis it would be 
the duty of MPs to sustain their 
government -and that meant a 
day-lo-dfty requirement to 
maintain enough numbers in the 
Commons to lend off ambush- 
es by the Toty opposition. 

Ai the moment, he said, 
there was a tendency for 
Labour MPS to go hade to their 
constituencies on Thursdays, 
so they would be in place for 
their “constituency Fridays". 
Departures on Thursdays could 
be at risk if a Labour govern- 
ment majority was threatened 
by Tory guerrilla tactics. 

"It would be a grotesque be- 
trayal of everybody that has not 
onty worked so hard, but also 
pulled back their differences 
and personal views in order to 
make the unity so necessary tor 
a Labour victory, if we botched 
it up by taking an evening off. or 


by being slack," Mr Brown said. 

Although he was reluctant to 
dwell on sanctions that might be 
taken against rebels - or slack- 
ers - Mr Brown was scathingly 
outspoken about Labour MPs 
who leaked embarrassing ma- 
terial, and leadership sources 
who abused their position by 
attacking frontbench colleagues 
on a non-attributable basis. 

Citing an example, he said 
that if he could prove who had 
taped a recent confidential 
backbench meeting with Mr 
Blair, then leaking verbatim 
quotes to a malign Tory tabloid 
newspaper, he would do all in 
his power to have the culprit ex- 
pelled from the Parliamentary 
Labour Party and from the party 
itself, ensuring the loss of his or 
her Commons seaL 

“They would risk expulsion 
from whatever I could get them 


expelled from,” Mr Brown said. 
But he was at pains also to in- 
sist that the whips would be 
even-handed. They would be 
just as robust with unidentified 
leadership sources” who 
briefed against colleagues. 

In an evident reference to the 
fate of Clare Short, he said: 
“Imagine how demoralising it 
must be for members of the 
Shadow Cabinet, doing a per- 
fectly good job, who, com- 
manding the support of their 
parliamentary colleagues, read 
that they are out of favour with 
the leadership, or believed to 
have botched this up, or not to 
have done that well. 

“Imagine how destructive that 
is of the essential unity of the par- 
ty, which is an absolute prereq- 
uisite in «ais«»TiTTng a Lab our 
government; and yet it is said to 
be the leadership view." 



Clare Short Wms sympathy 


New-style exams reduce 
chances of top grade 



Success in store: Marked A-levd papers at the University of Surrey Ptotogaph: Philip Meech 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor ' 

Examination candidates’ 
chances of getting A grades at 
A-level appear to be less if 
they Lake new modular courses 
than if they take a single final 
exam, according to the exam re- 
sults published yesterday. 

Figures released by the 
exam boards show that in 
Biology, Physics and Chem- 
istry a higher percentage of 
those taking traditional exams 
gained A grades. Only in Maths 
was the proportion of A grades 
higher in the new courses. 

In Chemist ly and Physics, 
there was also a slightly higher 
percentage of students getting 
B grades. 

However, figures for the four 


subjects show that the overall 
pass-rate is higher for modular 
courses, in which pupils sit a se- 
ries of tests throughout their 
two-year course plus a final 
exam. 

Earlier research from New- 
castle University suggested that 
modular exams helped students 
to secure a grade higher than 
they would have done in a con- 
ventional exam. 

Yesterday exam boards were 
at pains to emphasise that there 
was no difference in standard 
between the two types of 
examination. 

More than half the candi- 
dates took modular courses in 
Maths and Chcmistiy. about 
half in Biology and just under 
half in Physics. 

Some English courses are 


also modular and these exams 
are due to be taken over, the 
next tjo.'tyears, in a growing 
number of subjects . 

The proportion of A grades 
rose less than in previous years. 
It went up by 0.4 per cent to 16 
per cent compared with 0-8 
per cent last year and 0.9 per 
cent the year before. 

Entries for Physics and 
Chemistry continued to de- 
cline, but those for Maths 
showed a rise. 

Subjects with higher entries 
included General Studies, Busi- 
ness Studies, Psychology and 
Computing. In Economics and 
G assies the entry continued to 
fall. 

Overall, the number of 
entries increased by a total of 
1.2 per cent. 
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Postal dispute takes strike 
rate to highest for 6 years 


STEVE BOGGAN 

A fifth one-day strike by postal 
workers yestenlay brought mail 
deliveries to a standstill as new 
figures showed a huge increase 
in the number of working days 
lost in Britain to industrial ac- 
tion. The dispute has con- 
tributed to figures which show 
228.000 days were lost in Jane, 
the highest monthly figure snee 
March 1990. 

Despite appearing to be no 
more than a hair’s breadth 
from agreement both rides in 
the postil dispute stood their 
ground, with management 
claiming that more employees 
turned up for work than during 
the last one-day strike, and the 
union claiming it had a stran- 
glehold on deliveries. 

The Communication Work- 
ers’ Union and management 
have agreed on seven elements 
of an eight-point deal after 
lengthy negotiations at Acas. 
But the union's executive re- 
fuses to agree to management 
plans to introduce “teamwork- 
mg", in which groups of work- 
ers take more responsibility for 
deliveries in specified areas. 

A spokesman for the union 
said the teamworking propos- 


als were vague and untested. 
However; he added: “We do 
agree that change is needed, but 
we want to get back to the table 
and talk about it We believe 
teamworkmg has real flaws, 
which will result in more re- 
sponsibility and stress for peo- 
ple who, in some cases, are 
already working a six-day week 
for a basic wage of less than 
£ 10,000 a year.” 

Ironically, the Royal Mail 
appeared to agree. A spokes- 
woman said: “The agreement at 
Acas recognised that both rides 
needed to talk further about 
this- We don't have any hard 
and fast ideas about team- 
working other than it wifi result 
in more flexibility and will 
give employees more control 
over what they do. Wc would 
like to talk further about it so 
we can get it right” 

The Royal Mail claimed 
more than 18,000 people turned 
up for work by the end of the 
day shift. A spokesperson said: 
‘This demonstrates a drift back 
to work and a weakening of the 
industrial action". 

It said two of its mechanised 
letter offices (MLOs), in Cam- 
bridge and Darlington, and a 
regional distribution centre, in 


the East Midlands, were work- 
ing. The union countered that 
a greater number of MLOs -82 
- were at a standstill. 

“There is no point them 
going on about how many peo- 
ple turned up for work,” said a 
union spokesman. ~We don’t 
accept their figures, but even if 
we did, all it means is that they 
are paying people to do noth- 
ing because there are no mail 
deliveries.” 

The union has gained pay 
rises for its members of between 
S and IS per cent. But unless 
agreement over teamworking 
can be reached, it said one-day 
strikes would go ahead on 22 
and 30 August and on 2 Sep- 
tember. The postal dispute is 

one of several which pushed the 
number of lost working days to 
the highest level since 1990. Dis- 
putes on London Undeiground 
and at the Benefits Agency 
contributed to the lost days. 

Only 275,000 days were lost 
to industrial action in the whole 
of 1994, the lowest number 
since records began. However, 
die latest figures amount to only 
a fraction of the unrest in 1979, 
before Margaret Thatcher came 
to power, when 29.5 millio n days 
were lost 


SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 


°(SfSupaintcndent Brian Mackenzfc, 

“We have long : oom^ned atotU ni ™ ^ 

security^ shoftd be banned 
S such employment." Jason Bemeao 

T he Advertising Standards Authority k looking into 
ASA Director ofCommunications Caroline Crawford smd. 

The ASA will be consideiing if the j^et breadiesUi 

British Code of Advertising and Sales Promotion winch 
covers protection of pmacy. Advertis^mi^c^tmn 
permission from people in the public erye, such 
politicians, if they are to be portrayed m an advert m an 
Offensive or adverse” way. It wili be up to the Tones 
advertising agency M&C Saatdu, who deyisedthe 
demonstrate that they have kept within the 
that there has been a breach, the authority can effectively 
order the pester to be withdrawn. 

O il giant Shell has revealed plans from 19 

engineering and offshore consortia to dispose o* its^ 
controversial Brent Spar platform. A Dutch group progses 
to turn the 400ft, floating ofl storage buoy ■ - now moored m 
a Norwegian fiord - into an “ecofriendly floating 
station” with three large windmills on top and wave power 

de firom Be^um comes a plan to dig a trench lOOft deep °n 
the seabed and bury the Brent Spar, whde anotiier Dutch 
proposal envisages turning it into gigantic tanks for 0 “ 
refmery! Mostj^posals are for various 
Spar to shore and breaking it up for scrap. Shell wdi choose 
a shortlist around the end of the year. Nicholas Schoon 


S cientists have tBsctnered an “eat-aJ J-you-want” 
gene - for mice, at least By disabling a gene called 
RUB they produced mice which stayed lean despite being 
fed ahigh-fat diet, and were also protected against liyer 
damage. The new research, published today in the science 
journal Nature, could lead to anti-obesity drugs for humans. 

The gene which the scientists knocked out is one of four 
that encode an enzyme called PKA, known to be involved in 
regulating metabolic rate. Researchers, from the University 
of Washington, Seattle, concluded: “R0B could also 
provide a target for anti-obesity drugs." Charles Arthur 

nolitically correct language has come under attack in 

■ the new edition of the Oxford English Dictionary. Its 
“Better English Guide” section says the over-zealous use of 
PC terms «in cause confusion and embarrassment. 

The guide states that it seems reasonable to substitute 
“flight attendant” for “stewardess" and “chairperson" 
for “chairman” to avoid sexism. But it adds that to try to 
change words such as “manhandle" or “manhole" is 
ridiculous. It continues: “Extreme proposals, such as 
substituting heistoiy for history, have no place outside 
specifically feminist writing.” 'Hie Docket Oxford Dictionary 
has sold more than 3 million copies since it was first 
published in 1924. 
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Avoid getting 
into trouble 


travel with 
someone big 

Take out American Express travel 
insurance and you'll have the perfect 
company abroad. Because, no matter what 
trouble you're in, you'll have the 
reassurance of one of the world's largest 
and most recognised travel organisations 
behind you. 

And now you don't have to be an 
American Express Cardmember to enjoy 
this extra security. 

Our insurance covers almost every 
eventuality; not just medical matters but 
baggage loss, theft of personal property 
legal expenses and travel delay. You 
can also choose from a range of policies - 
just look at the examples below. 

insurance Rates 



fudxvidual 

Family 

2^dul(a&2cto2dnn 

Single trip cover. 

up to 17 day*. 

£26.50 

£5700 

European annual coveL 

Up to 31 days per trip. 

£59 

£95 

Wbridwide annual cover. 

Up Id 31 days par trip. 

£89 

£127 


* *P°™ cawea saving yeni around £53. 

To enrol, call the number below between 
8am and 8pm quoting reference IH. 

0800700737 

Mky faun and GondUons are available 



IttjUQSL 


Insurance 

Services 
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^ggjfcomputers has robbed children of their fascination with toys, report says 


news 
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Ine loss of our innnfpnr*p 


CLARE GARNER 

Once upon a time, children 
pored over elaborate toy train 
sets, fortified camps in remote 
woods, played kiss-chase, tag 
3nd hopscotch in the streets and 
relumed home in a heap to get 
stuck into Swallows and Ama- 
zons. In a single generation that 
age of innocence seems to have 
been entirely lost. 

Today's children, who are 
more likely to spend their ear- 
ly years holed up at home glued 
to the screens of their Sega 
Mega Drive than roaming 
around outdoors with friends, 

■ are being robbed of a “sense of 
wonder’’, according to a senior 
child psychologist. Parents are 
loo afraid to let them run loose 
and instead plough millions of 
pounds into the games industry 
by way of an apology. 

Sales of toys and games are 
up by 31% in the last five years 
and are set to increase by an- 
other 29% by the turn of the 
century, according to a new 
study by the international mar- 
ket research company. Eu- 
romonitor. 

Professor Elizabeth Newson, 
head of the child psychology 
unit at Nottingham University, 
explained the Booming toy busi- 
ness: “We think: ‘How can I 
make up 10 them for the way 
they can’t do the things 1 did 
which were free and easy and 
exciting?' " 

Furthermore, this new-look 
childhood is over almost before 
it has begun. Many toy manu- 
facturers are now putting the 
end of the “toy age* as e arly as 
10 because children have grown 
up and out of toys by the time 



iy° ndC w ye ^S-°n ,y 3 cWWren Played with train sets, went fishing or roamed the countryside in searSTofFaiiS!^!!?!!!^?^ 

tures. Now they are more likely to battle with sophisticated video games than yWi the elements countrysK * e n 


they reach double figures. The 
industry dubs the phenome- 
non of children's more sophis- 
ticated tastes “KGOY” or ‘TCids 
Growing Older Younger". 

The Euromonitor stody 
shows bow there has been a shin 
away from outdoor, communal 
pursuits towards indoor, solitary 
ones. UK sales in outdoor 
games such as swin^ and climb- 
ing frames fell by I2J>% be- 
tween 1991 ana 1995. In- 
creasing “urbanisation" of chil- 
dren in affluent countries and 
the shortage of safe open spaces 
where they can play may ac- 
count for the worldwide stag- 


nation in the outdoor games 
market, the study suggests. 

Meanwhile, UK sales of elec- 
tronic games have risen by 49% 
during the same period. But 
even video games - which ac- 
count for more than 30% of the 
total value of toys sold world- 
wide - are perceived mainly as 
a kind of “toy” and, outside 
Japan, are unlikely to be used 
by young adults, says Eu- 
romonitor. 

The combined effect of grow- 



ing indoors means dhal 

fail to develop independence 


and an ability to “rough it", be- 
lieves Professor Newson. 

“Children must get more of 
a sense of achievement when 
they've battled with (he ele- 
ments than when they've won 
on a computer game," she said. 

“Something has been lost 
and I don't know how you 
make up for it. Whether you 
could, even, given that children 
aren’t allowed to go out and do 
things themselves anymore. I 
think we're bringing up 3 set of 
people who expect an awful lot 
in the sense of consumer gifts 
and don’t expect to be able to 
manage without things." 


Jon Salisbury, editor and 
publisher of the magazine UK 
lay News, said: “Children are 
playing with Barbie Dolls and 
Action Toys at the age of two. 
Some stay younger a bit longer 
but particularly in the case of 
second and third children, (he 
pre-school age is almost over by 
one-and-u-half — basically as 
soon as they can walk." 

Mr Salisbury points the fin- 
ger at fashion. “If you asked my 
five-year-old daughter whether 
she wanted a lipstick, a crop lop 
or a Barbie, it would he a dose 
call," he said. "And I don't 
think she's atypical either." 


Girls have a harder time of 
rt than ho>\ he believes. "Thev 
aren't able to play out their fan- 
tasies in the way boys can once 
they become teenagers. There 
IS pressure on them to act like 
women. They're not going to 
look pretty with a toy. are they ? 
But boys can keep placing well 
into their adulthood as mv 
wife would say. The whole issue 
here is marketing to children. 
Toys have neier been more 
than a minor of real life." 

But Professor Newson, who 
owns a traditional toy shop, says 
she feels it is the ho\* who arc 
sold short. “It s very 'difficult to 


find toys for boys after the age 
of eight. They used to want bet- 
ter and better train layouts, but 
that no longer seems to be the 
case." 

Professor Jeffrey Goldstein, 
an expert in children's play 
who lectures in psychology at 
the University of Utrecht, in 
Holland, and a ibises toy man- 
ufacturers, agrees that toys are 
but a mirror of life. “Kids are 
doing what they've always done: 
copying what's around them and 
preparing themselves for what 
they see as their potential fu- 
ture. They know we use com- 
puters and faxes and so do the 
same. 

“The whole of childhood is 
devoted to questions of inde- 
pendence. identity and friend- 
ship. Everything is put to that 
service. Children use the op- 
portunities we offer them. In 
this age, children use compul- 
cis to help them decide what 
sort of person they are. When 
1 was a kid it was daring: walk- 
ing on a wall or climbing a tree. 
Now kids do it by having a hhdi 
score on a video game or some- 
thing with technology because 
that's what wc'vc given them. 
For better or worse, we breed 
children like us." 

Penelope Leach, child de- 
velopment expert and hest-sell- 
mg author on parenting, said it 
was a mistake for parents to 
hark back to some kind of guld- 
en age. 

“In some ways it would he sad 
it a child didn t have its face lit 
up with a humming lop anv 
more, but we need a mixture. 
Wc didn’t have things like video 
games - and they give a lot of 
pleasure." 


as lamb 


Shoppers are being sold beef 
dressed up as lamb in the wake 
of the BSE scare, environmen- 
tal health officers have discov- 
ered, and the Government was 
yesterday urged to help fund a 
nationwide suney of meat 
products. 

Council officers from the 
Borough of Hounslow in west 
London found packets of lamb 
mince which incluiik'd up to 111 
per cent beef during a four- 
month investigation of butchers’ 
shops and supermarkets, ac- 
cording toil report released yes- 
terday. Out of ten packets o< 
lamb mince hi wight by investi- 
gators. six were 'found by sci- 
entists to contain between" 2 per 
cent and 10 per cent beet. 

Tile borough mounted the 
, checks, which were earned out 
between April and Juh. because 
inspectors were concerned that 
suppliers, hit by falling beef 
prices as a result of the BSE 
scare, might be putting hard-nv 
sell beef into other meal prod- 
ucts, misleading custi inters who 
wanted to avoid buying beef. 
Sales have slumped by up to 50 
percent due to the BSE crisis. 

Councillor Bob Whatley, 
chair of Hounslow's environ- 
mental services, said: "We feel 
there needs to be a nationwide 
investigation to see how wide- 
spread the problem is.” 

In a separate investigation in 
Bath. Avon, trading standards 
officials collected samples of 
fresh lamb mince and found that 
some contained more than five 
per cent beet 

One “rogue" batch came 
from a major supermarket 
chain but trading standard of- 
ficers refused to name the chain 
pending further investigations. 

A Hounslow council spokes- 
woman said that more cases of 
beef being sold as Iamb could 
be found - but at £200 for each 
test die procedure was expen- 
sive. She added- “We would like 
the Government to offer help 
to local authorities to allow a 
nationwide suney to take place. 

We are convinced that beef is 
finding its way into other meat 
products." 

Hounslow's investigations 
are continuing, 10 find out 
where the rogue beef mince 
came from and why such large 
quantities of it were contained 
in the pucks of Iamb mince. One 
local butcher has alrendv ad- 
mitted he had not cleaned his 
mincer properly after mincing 
beef, and has been cautioned^ 
Angela Browning, the food 
minister, insisted: “At first sight, 

(the investigation] does not re- 
quire a Government scheme." 
adding that any inspection 
would he for trading standards 
officers to carry out. 

Mrs Browning was in south 
London visiting the 8,000th in- 
dependent butcher to sign up to 
a Meal and livestock Com- 
mission guarantee scheme for 
minced beef, which was 
launched to boost confidence us 
a result or the BSE scare. She 
said beef and lamb were mixed 
because mincing machines were 
not properly cleaned. 

Mr Alan Street, chief exccu- 
tive of the Institute of Trading 
Standards, said every authori- 
ty had a duty to enforix* the law, 
wit that testing was expensive. 

He supported the selling up of 
a government-run food ugenev 
to distribute funds for a specif- 
ic testing programme. 


Bridget Jones 


Sorry. Bridget Jones’ , 
column did not appear! 
yesterday. It will next I 
week. Honesht ! 


Unbelievable prices from Hertz. 



PER WEEK ! 

FLORIDA 

S99* 

GALIFORNXX 

SIN* 

SPAIN (MALAGA) 

£114 ■ 

BOSTON 

£134* 

41AJ0RGA & IBIZA 

£146* 

GERMANY 

£158* 

SWITZERLAND 

£174' 

FRANCE 

£175* 

[ITALY '-ws— 

£214* 

Hus special offers m 
Disncj-land" Paris. 
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Hire cars at lower prices. 


®he worlds #1 tt ir 
company is offering 
prepaid weekly rental prices, from 
less than £15 per day. f 
<£)nd what’s more, they're backed 
ty die unbeatable Hertz Price 
Promise Guarantee.* 

(Simply uaD your local travel agent 
or the dedicated Hertz Leisure Line 
(24 hours a day! un: 

0990 90 60 90. 
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~ ~ . . nfi6f facing inner-city clergy 

Murdered cleric: Shock caused by killing of a priest outside his church underlines the physica a /* i 1 



5 me ° a - 

Courage ot the 
vicar who could 

never say no 


REBECCA FOWLER 

As tearful schoolchildren laid 


Sacrificed life: Parents of Rev Christopher Gray recaning the immense courage of their son (right) who was stabbed to death 


Photograph: AP 


where the Rev Christopher 
Gray, 32, was brutally stabbed 
to death beside his modem 
bride church in Liverpool, hs 
parents yesterday re callcd their 
son’s courageous disregard for 
the growing risks facing clergy 
in Britain. . 

Dr Philip Gray, 63, a reared 

GPfrom Portsmouth, described 

how his son, a brilliant scholar 
with a great future in the 
Church, had no other ambition 
than to work among the most 
socially deprived. 






Perhaps you need 
some more facts: 

Inside Flyer magazine named Membership 
Rewards the Best Affinity Credit Card pro- 
gramme of 1996- "By a staggering majority, 
American Express comes first, wiping out all 
rivals..." * Once enrolled you can enjoy a great 
range of rewards- including complimentary 
flig hts through a choice of eight frequent flyer 
programmes. You gain points with virtually every 
purchase you make on the Charge, Credit or 
Corporate Card. These points don't expire as long 
as you're a Cardmembet Plus if you use die Card 
to book with our partners, you gain their pro- 
gramme points as well as valuable Membership 
Rewards Points. Any more questions? 

To find out how we can help you do 
more, call nows 

0800 700 767 


membership! 
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Ittside Flyer, JataiarylFcbruary 1996. American 
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He said: “It was a measure of 

his character that he chose to 
shelter us from full knowledge 
of the risks he was taking ... 

there was nothing we could do 

to lessen it any wayHed 

chosen to accept those nds and 

we had to accept his decision. 

Mr Gray, who was ordameo 
in Liverpool three years ago, 
was stabbed through the heart 
early cm Tbesday outside tos 
home when he returned to St 
Margaret’s vicarage m Anfield 
shortly after midnight- 

The police are holding Ter- 
ence Storey, aged 31. Mr Gray 
had been helping him since ne 
was recently released from 
Walton Prison. . , 

For the Church of England, 
- i j fmmrfllnr 


Marian Blackburn, 15, who 
went on a youtotaP JO ^ 
Czech repubhc with MrGray 
last year, said: “He wanted foe 
best for everybody, he Joyed 
everybody. You could teU, just 
from the way he talked toj^- 
pie, even if he didn’t Imow 
{hem at all We just couldnt be- 
lieve what’s happened. 

Mr Gray’s death has also 
been received with shock by the 
clergy. Many sense they have 
become more vulnerable in 

recent years, while struggling to 

ipawiram an open-door polxyTo 
those in need. Yet many pnests, 
like Mr Gray, remain deter- 
mined to work among the most 

so cially deprived and chal- 
lenged communities • 
ie Rev David Gavin, so. 


njl UlV> VU* » VM V* — O ' _ 

Gray/who was among the most and son. H® sai . — . 

. nf hie «>ner. 


comDineu suiuiaiMut- 

simple love of people. 

Dr Gray said: “He 
different things 


i of St _ „ 

a well loved priest 


very mteresnng. ^ * 

came from a fairly well-off 
i ; “He was background and maybe that 
to different *aws you into the miernt^. 
ishionersand But he added: 
raxet’shewas hopel^.care«SMhojrend«B 
to the 


hope this case i , 

one-off, it is true dial there s 
been an increase in violence, 
and that there’s a sense clergy 


— — and that there s a senac wciBjr 

‘At the end of the are no longer people you d 

day it's about your ne Jfc Gavin’s family has feft vul- 

•* _ • ■ nnn flic 


own survival, but 
for Chris, at the 
end, it wasn’t’ 

community he was a 
scholar of high repute with a 
First Class honours degree in 
Q assies from Oxford and two 
post-graduate degrees, one in 
philo sophy, one in theology.” 

He added: “In spite of his 
academic ability he never lost 


nerable on occasions, and his 
wife has become reluctant to 
invite visitors in to wait for her 
husband in the evenings when 
he is not at home. 

Mr Gavin said: "There’s been 
a change in the way clergy are 
trained. We're taught to be a bit 
more aware of potential prob- 
lems -drugs, and people mak- 
ing accusations against you.” 

“But you’re in a job where, 
ultimately, you are trying to 
meet people’s needs. Some- 
times yon to have to bend the 


academic auwiy uc 

his common touch with people nmes you w uuve «v »■- 
from all walks of life. Anyone rules, and that will always make 
mn?/i talk tn him as a friend... you vulnerable. 


Ulll nil - —J 

could talk to him as a friend ... 
Chri s had no ambition in the 
Church, and was willing to go 
where hewas sent and do what 
he was asked to do.” 

The news of Mr Gray’s death 
was broken to his parents while 
they were on a walking holiday 
in Northumbria. His mother. 
Dr Margaret Gray, 64, also a 
retired GP, said yesterday: “He 
was an extraordinary son, and 
I adored him.” 

It also emerged yesterday 
that Mr Gray had been held 
hostage at knifepoint two years 
ago, while he was working in 
another Merseyside parish. 


tvi'Hf 1 * 

>*• 


The Rev David Lewis, 48, 
dean of North Liverpool, where 
Mr Gray was a priest, described 
how he experienced violence 
spilling over into clerical life. 

He said: “Society has 
changed and things we would 
once have done without think- 
ing about them, we are now 
more nervous of. We are mak- 
ing judgments all the time on 
whether it’s safe to open the 
door to someone late at night.” 

Mr Lewis was threatened 
once by a man in his study de- 
manding money for a train fare 
to Scotland. Another visitor 
leaned on his doorbell for an 


At St Margaret’s there was a 

constant flow of children and. hour, demanding money, 
their parents laying tributes He said: “At the end of the 
with simple notes, which in- day it’s about your own survival 
eluded: “We will miss you so and I suppose the remarkable 
very much”, and a simple draw- thing about Chris is that for him, 
ing in felt-tip pen of a smiling at the end, it wasn’t” 
priest Obituary, page 12 

The Christian 
soldier confronts 
a violent world 


The clergy of the Church of 
England have traditionally re- 
lied on courage and innocence 
to protect them against the 
dangerous world in which they 
work. But now they are asking 
if a new professionalism is in or- 
der in the wake of murder of the 
Rev Chris Gray and the hatch- 
et attack in Whlsail on the Rev 
Nduna Mpunzi. He is to have 
brain surgexy. 

The diocese of Lichfield, in 
which Mr Mpunzi serves, has or- 
ganised a one-day conference 
on clergy safety in November. 
But a spokesman said that this 
was not prompted by any gen- 
eral anxiety: it followed on 
from conferences about church 
security. Theft costs the Church 
of England around £6m a year. 
The diocese of Lichfield, which 
recorded 19 incidents of theft 
or vandalism in 1980, now has 
more than 3(X) a year. 

Many churches, even in rur- 
al areas, are now closed except 
for services. “I have just opened 
my church after 16 years in 
which it was locked except at 
services,” a vicar in London said. 
"We can only do this because we 
have a rota of volunteers from 
the parish watching for theft or 
arson. But their average age is 
70, so I do worry. After these 
attacks, I am not sure it is safe 
for them.” 

The diocese of London ear- 
lier this year advised priests to 
consider abandoning their tra- 
ditional policy of welcoming al- 
most everyone who comes to 
their door. Yet this wiD not stop 


Andrew Brown 

on the clergy's 
stance in the face 
of rising attacks 

the wretched and homeless 
coming. They know, as the 
priests do, that a professional 
Christian cannot easily turn 
away someone whom the rest of ^ 
the world has rejected “ 

The Rev Rob Marshall, priest 
in charge of St Augustine’s, 
Queensgate, west London, said 
that last week he was woken 
twice after midnight by home- 
less men wanting shelter in the 
vicarage, one just out of a men- 
tal hospital Both he refused, 
partly because he was worried 
for.lns children, asleep in the 
vicarage. 

The Rev Adrian Benjamin, 
rector of All Saints in Friern 
Barnet, north London, said: “I 
don’t know what you do with 
somebody at midnigh t in your 
vicarage. In this job you do keep 
odd hours and meet all sorts of 
people. They do get very cross ' 
when you turn them away. You 
say, Tm sorry, no money 1 and 
they go back up the drive hurl- 
ing abuse — but not knives.” -• 

Fr Benjamin, like most of foe 
priests the Independent talked 
to, made foe point that the cler- 
gy are often foe only middle- 
class people living in areas of 

considerable depnvation,which 
can make them foe focus of con- 
siderable hostility. 
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Porkers in the 
shower bring 
home the bacon 

TL'VRTXP' Dim 


CHARLBE BAIN 

S C tfc erf “ t present is here 
who has 

Th«PiS Cooler 

«bemg offered to British 

hot and 

bo . t J” :red Pigs in the pint. 

Vfenn weather is anathe- 
ma to pigs, n reduce the 

sperm coont in boars, causes 
stress to sows and mates aU 
pigs feel unlike pigging out 
K«jP»ng our porcine friends 
awl is essential for farmers: 
“ 1,01 only mates for a bet- 
ter-tempered kind of pig, bat 
a nicer tasting one too. 

The Pig Cooler is a stain- 
less steel box containing a 

spnnkler attached to the stv 

waj. All tbe pig has to do is 
nudge it with its snout and a 
cool jet of water drenches it. 

ngs are very s imilar to 
humans in that during the 
bot summer months they lose 
their appetite and become 
bad-tempered in the heat." 
said Mr Mark Harding, who 
has spent over a year devel- 
oping the new Pig Cooler. 

* ols is made worse by the 


fiw* that pigs can’t sweat and 
haw to rely on respiration 
and evaporation to lose beat. 

“An unhappy pig, which 
won t breed or eat the opti- 
mum amount of food that is 
fwjuired for it to grow, can 
be a major financial setback 
for the hniKt” 

Research carried out by 
manufacturers Quality 
Equipment showed that less 
than 15 per cent of pig form- 
ers have a dedicated water- 
cooUng system, and those 
who do rely on a "cen- 
tralised" pipe-work system 
that creates a mist of water, 
often increasing humidity 
levels in indoor pens. 

“Many existing systems 
operate on a timet; spraying 
the pig in water when they 
may not want to cool down, 
which can irritate them fiir- 
the^" said Mr Harding. 
“However; this device gives 
the pig control over their own 
enviro nment. " 

Suffolk farmer Philip 
Greenacre, for one, is delight- 
ed: “After aO, a happy pig at 
the end of the day is going to 
make me more money.” 
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Milk from cows 
fed on bracken 
‘carcinogenic’ 


And pigs might dry: One 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 

Cows that eat bracken pro- 
duce milk couiaining a potent 
carcinogen absorbed from the 
plant, according to new scien- 
tific research. 

_ The carcinogen, ptaquilo- 
side, would not be destroyed by 
pasteurisation, according to 
one expert. It is well known for 
its ability to cause tumours by 
damage to DNA, the basic ge- 
netic material of all cells. N«m- 
a team of scientists in New Zea- 
land and Venezuela has dis- 
covered that almost 10 per cent 
of the chemical eaten by cows 
is passed on in milk, a fact the 
team calls a “cause for concern 
The team suggests that 
ptaquflosidc in milk is “certainly 
likely - to be responsible for the 
level of stomach cancer found 
in farmers in Costa Rica and 
other Central American coun- 
tries. where bracken is partic- 
ularly dense. 

Though cows in the UK do 
not normally eat bracken, thev 
may do if there is a drought, if 
fields have been overgrazed, or 
if they wander into thickets. The 
National Farmers’ Union said: 


“Cows don't like to cat brack- 
en, and farmers don't encour- 
age its growth. Even in winter 
cows would be fed from winter 
slocks." But Alan Hcyworth of 
the Bracken Advisory Com- 
mission said: "If the animals are 
in a field which has some 
fronds, it's obviously going to 
happen that they'll eat some." 

The new research, published 
today in A fa/im\ investigated the 
effects of feeding bracken to 
cows and discovered that 
ptaquilosidc is still excreted in 
milk almost four days after 
feeding stops. Pasteurisation 
would be unlikely to affect the 
chemical, said Mr Hcyworth: “If 
it survives getting through the 
cow's digestive system and 
Mood, 1 don't think beat treat- 
ment would haw any effect." 

In the UK, the plant covers 
a total area equivalent to the 
size of Yorkshire. It is poisonous 
to animals which eat it. .uni its 
spores can be carcinogenic 
when fed to mice and guinea 
pigs. Although efforts are being 
made to destroy it using pesti- 
cides, European Union roles 
prevent spraying near water- 
courses - which can also be pol- 
luted by the plant. 


JASON BENNETTO 

Clime Correspondent 

The country’s gun laws were 
again shown to be fatally flawed 
yesterday after it emerged that 
a man without a gunhcaice was 
able to buy two pistols, through 
a magazine, which he used to 
murder one woman and shoot 
three others. 

A judge at the Old Bailey 
called for lighter restrictions on 
the sale of guns as he sentenced 
Richard Humphrey to four life 
sentences at the close of a case 
which has provided further am- 
munition for tbe ami-gun lobby. 

Sir Lawrence Verney, the 
Recorder of London, described 
the ease with which Humphrey 
bought the weapons from Gun 
Mart magazine as “deplorable”. 
He called for “those that have 
to make decisions” to take note 
of how Humphrey executed a 



The ease with 
which Humphrey 
bought his guns 
from a magazine 
was 'deplorable' 

mother of two. and tried to kill 
ihree other strangere during 
street muggings. 

His comments follow the 
furore caused earlier this week 
after Tory MPS on a House of 
Commons committee refused to 
recommend the banning of 
handguns in the wake to the 
Dunblane massacre. The Gov- 
ernment has distanced itself 
from the MPs report, fuelling 
speculation that it is preparing 
io outlaw pistols anti revolvers 
in the autumn. 

Humphrey obtained his 
weapons by pretending to be a 
dealer and advertising pistols in 
Gun Mart. He persuaded a 
man who replied to the advert 
to send him his gun certificate 
by post as proof that he was 
legally entitled to own a fir earm . 
Hethen used a copy of the oati- 

ficate to assume the enthusiasts 
identity and buy two semi- 
automatic pistols, a 357 calibre 
Magnum and a 32 pistol, 
advertised in the magazine. 

Humphrey mailed the gun 
dealer the stolen certificate 
and £230 m postal orders. In re- 
turn he was sent the firearms 
and ammunition by courier. 


The dealer became suspi- 
cious and tipped off the police, 
but when they arrived at 
Humphrey’s address in Herne 
Hill, south London, they found 
an empty box, some of the am- 
munition, but no sign of the 
guns, or of Humphrey. 

Police have since put their 
own advertisement in tbe mag- 
azine - warning dealers and en- 
thusiasts to be on the alerL 

Joanna Kroner QC, prose- 
cuting, told the jury: “This case 
has provided the dearest pos- 
sible demonstration of the ease 
with which it is ipossiMe for crim- 
inals to acquire firearms cer- 
tificates and, indeed, firearms.” 

Victoria Odususi, 36. wife of 
a Nigerian airline official, was 
executed in cold blood by 
Humphrey as she returned from 
church. She was found by her 
brother, dying near her home in 
Stockwell, south London. 

“It was a wanton and cruel 
killing, causing immense grief to 
a number of people,” said the 
judge. He added it was fortu- 
nate that Humphrey was not 
facing a second murder charge 
after shooting down Wing Com- 
mander Peter DrisseD m May 
last year. Humphrey and an- 
other man, Paul Ammah, bad 
tried to mug the wing com- 
mander as he returned to inis 
Clapham home from the Min- 
istry of Defence. The RAF of- 
ficer “miraculously survived” a 
hail of at least five bullets, four 
of which remain in his body. 

Humphrey also tried to kill 
a passer-by, Carol Bell, who wit- 
nessed the maggjng and threat- 
ened to call tbe police. She 
escaped injury. During a row 
with a man on the London Un- 
derground, Humphrey fired at 
tbe man’s head. Bui Michael 
Perry, 23, put up his hand and 
the shot went into his forearm. 

Humphrey earlier fired on 
another man whom he mugged 
in StockwelL The shot was 
aim ed at 20-y ear-old Mark 
Rogers' foot, but missed. 
Humphrey was also convicted 
of two robberies and firearms 
offences and was jailed for nine 
years on these, to ran concur- 
rently. He denied all charges. 

Humphrey called the jury of 
seven men and five women 
“senseless, racist bastnrds”after 
they convicted him. 

thePoHc^ederation renewed 

its call for a ban on handguns. 
‘This case exposes the wea k ness 
of the system,” said its chairman, 
Fred Broughton. Instead of tin- 
kering with the law, “a whole- 
sale prohibition of handguns is 
the correct solution,” he added 
Humphrey’s own counsel 


over l 

Alan Newman QC said: “I 

accept he must be punished for 

the dreadful crimes he has 
committed, but he must not be 
made a scapegoat for the fail- 
lire of society to regulate its 
affairs by mfliring it much hard- 
er for people like Humphrey to 
obtain guns." 
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Breezy Britain reaps the whirlwind 


OFFSHORE 

WIND 

TURBINE 


Brake -it releases the 
> blades to begin tuning 
I oriy when the wind 
I has reached a 
wortftwfiffe speed - 
about 1 B kpti. At 
extreme wind speeds 
the brake comes on 
again, to shut the 
turbine down aid 
prevent damage. 



Generator -maxmam 
power outputs 1.5 
Megawatts -erwogh tor 


the offshore wind form. 


Height from water level 
to hub -50 metres. 


PMtorm - starting on 
submerged sand tank, with 
piles sunk into seabed. 


Yaw mechanism - 
keeps turbine 
property afigned 
for wind direction. 


Blades - (three, each 30 m 
long) designed with almost the 

same precision as aeroplane 

wto{p to extract maximum 
powertrain moving air. Made 
from a mbdure of wood and 
synthetic materials. Electric 
motors governed by electronic 
controls twist the bfode 
Sideways (feathering" them) 
as the wind speed increases. 


Connection to electricity 
substation, then local jpid. 1 




Power from the wind: Turbines stand atop a hill at Uandinam, Wales. Wind farms are dose to being able to compete with fossil fuel energy sources Photograph: Steve Peake 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 
Environment Correspondent 

PowerGen is planning to build 
Britain's first ofishore wind 
farm two miles off the Norfolk 
coast. If the complex of 25 
giant turbines goes ahead it 
could give wind energy devel- 
opment its biggest boost ever in 
the UK. 

There are more than 30 Land 
wind farms, thanfe to both a 

tridtyconsumers through their 
bills, and to the fact that Britain 
is Europe's windiest large na- 
tion. The industry has always 
looked to moving offshore, 
where the winds blow stronger 
and steadier and the environ- 


First offshore wind farm set to power a town and generate environmentalists’ hopes for renewable energy 


mental conflicts found inland 
can be minimised. 

But in Great Yarmouth, from 
where the turbines would be vis- 
ible, there was some concern at 
(he proposal, particularly about 
the affect on the large numbers 
of seals which sometimes bask 
at low tide on a sandbank less 
than an quarter of a mile from 
the proposed site. 

The 25 turbines would stand 
over 150ft tall from the lips of 
their topmost blade. They 
would be built on platforms in 
13ft-deep shallows, and gener- 
ate enough power for a town 
of 56,000 people. PowerGen, 


Britain's second biggest gener- 
ator, has submitted its project 
to the Department of Trade and 
Industry along with dozens of 
plans from other developers 
backing onshore wind farms. AD 
of them are seeking the con- 
sumer subsidy used to fund 
renewable energy systems in 
Britain. PowerGen is also 
negotiating with the Crown 
Estate, which owns the seabed. 

PowerGen plans to use new 
13 megawatt turbines, two or 
three times the power of those 
being installed in onland farms. 
They would be made far the Dan- 
ish firm \festa, although there are 


hopes that many British-made 
components wifi be used. 

'This proposal is very good 
news," said Dr Ian Mays, Pres- 
ident of the European Wind En- 
ergy Association and managing 
director of UK wind farm 
developer Renewable Energy 
Systems. 1 *'We have a huge wind 
resource offshore, and I’m sure 
the UK industry will be taking 
increasing advantage of the 
growing market here and over- 
seas. 1 ’ 

There are just three offshore 
wind farms in the world, all in 
Europe. Britain's first wind 
farm opened less than five years 


ago - 10 electricity -genera ting 
windmills on a Cornish hilltop. 

Wind farms in Britain gen- 
erate sufficient electricity for a 
city the size of Bristol, but they 
have always been at the centre 
of debate. Conservationists have 
deplored the siting of several of 
them in beautiful upland areas. 
Some are next to national parks. 

Sir Bernard Ingham, former 
press secretary to Margaret 
Thatcher, has railed against 
them and is honorary president 
of an anti-wind farm group. 

The environmentalist, Jo- 
rjaihan'RDnitt.^ays be finds their 
slim shapes and slowly turning 


blades a beautiful and exciting 
pointer to a greener future. 

Wind farms are close to 
being able to compete with 
conventional fossil fuel sources 
of energy. The price of wind- 
generated electricity has 
dropped steadily as the turbines 
have become mass-produced 
and reliable. The wmdmess 
of the site is all-important 
because the amount of power 
available is proportional to the 
wind-speed cubed. 

But turbines usually have to 
be kept 300 metres from the 
nearest home because of noise. 
They cannot be close to trees 


because these interfete with 
windflow. The hiBtop wind farm 
at, Peurhyddland near Llandi- 
n«m , Powys, which has 203 tur- 
bines, has plagued neighbors 
living some distance away with 
its noise. 

Wind generation coaid sup- 
ply 10 per cent of UK electric- 
ity by 2025 with little increase 
in power bills, but there would 
be have to be many hundreds 
of wind farms, and they would 
dominate much of our breezy 
western and upland countryside. 
That is why the move offshore 
is so significant . 

The great majority of tur- 


bines installed mBrilain are im- 
ported. About £60m of Gov- 
ernment money has been sunk 
into wind research and devel- 
opment fait this has nol yet giv- 
en Britain a strong windpewer 
industry. 

One reason is that much of 
this taxpayers' money was spent 
developing vast raulti-tnegmvatt 
turbines much larger than those 
in demand today. 

The Danish strategy proved 
much more successful: the 
government there subsidised 
demand heavily during the 
1980s. leaving it to the manu- 
facturers to decide what were 
the most cost effective ma- 
chines. Now its industry has a 
world lead. 



Save 
money on 
your 

breakdown 

cover. 

VEHICLE 

RESCUE 

from just 

£ 29 - 50 


When your car lets you down, 
GREEN FLAG won’t. On average, we 
rescue our members in just 35 minutes? 
And if we’re not with you in less than an 
hour, you can claim £10 back. 

Plus, we offer a choice of 4 levels of 
cover. What’s more, our 6000 skilled 
mechanics will repair most problems at 
the roadside. To join or find out more, 
contact us right now. 

»* 35 minute average call-out time.* 
ft* Most problems repaired at the 
roadside. 

a* All recoveries are completed in 
one direct journey, 
ft* 6000 skilled mechanics always 
on call. 

ft* 3 million members, 
ft* 25 years experience. 


FOR INSTANT COVER 

CALL FREE NOW 


Qui rtin g yn ui credit or debit gtd Mnbcr together with reference: C31 7* 

© 0800 ooo 111 

Urns open Monday to Saturday 8am to 8pm and Sunday Sam to 8pm. 
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POST TODAY • NO STAMP NEEDED 


To; GRECH FLAG KaUooal Breakdown. FREEPOST, Leeds, West 
Yorkshire 1599 2GF. Pltaje scad aw men Information about 
GREEK FLAG Rational Breakdown. <3178 


CMr/Mra/Mte/Mri 
Howe TaLladad tog STP code 
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(Put A LITTLE COLOUR IN YOUR LIFE.) 




Introductory offer £2.49 each 

(will be £299 each) 



Items subject to OvfetoMKv. 
Offer ends 1009 9fi 


superdrug 

The real beauty is the price 
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Music Industry: Euro 96 theme helps foel surge in teenagers' favourite format 

Long-dead singles 
rise from the groove 


— i 

arts news 


BAVIDUSTCR 

"Hie death of the sinele 


UK sales 


muaefonnat for teen™* 

a comeback. 

Thj_s summer has seen a 
surge m the sale of singles, due 
Partly to the Euro 96 theme 
Coming Home, and to 
toe fost release in five years 
from George Michael. 7 
Bn tain now sells almost 17 
ger cent of the world market in 
singles compared to only 5.9 ner 
cent of the album market- 
According to Peter Scaping, 
^fretary general of the British 
monographic Industry: “There 
are some elements about the 
structure of British society 
whidi make the single an im- 
mediately responsive element in 
r«torded musk entertainment." 

There is also a mundane 
reason behind the success of the 
sm^e. At £4.49 its price has not 
changed for five years; and this 
price is often halved by record 
shops in promotion wars. 

But the resiiTTection of the 


am&ic mu, oeen accom pani ed by 
the death throws of cassettes, 
which are continuing to lose 
ground to compact discs, fol- 
lowing a dramatic fall last year. 



L 1984 1985 1936 1937 1988 1939 

The music industry is now so 
taken with the surge in singles 
that _ it is endeavouring to 
rewrite history and claim that 
the decline in singles' buying 
may have been a myth, as prop^ 
er figures were never compiled 
in the 1960s. 

The new statistical hand- 
book from the British Phono- 
graphic Industry contains the 
statement: "In recent vears, 
there have been several misin- 
formed press stories suggesting 
that having a number-one sh> 
£le is not the achievement that 
it once was. 

“ Unfortunately, there are no 
statistics from the IQtflc Avail- 


able to test the theory. It is true, 
however, that the number of sin- 


1380 1391 1998 1983 199* 1995 I 

position could bard]) 1 be de- 
scribed as easy." 

The latest BPI statistical 
handbook, out today, shows 
that singles sales were particu- 
lar!) 1 strong in 1995 when more 
than 70 million units were sold 
for the first time in 10 years. 

The album market was 196 
million. Cassette albums were 
the only casualty. The sale of 53 
million marked a drop of 2.6 
million on the previous year. 

But the new figures for this 
summer, which are not includ- 
ed in the handbook, show the 
singles market is continuing to 
grow. Over IS million were 

Iwiinkt K T> I 1 


---p— d fcpi 11 UUU JUIIL 

this year, almost 6 per cent more 
than in the same quarter the 


— wan ui me Mime quarter me 

gles released now is far greater previous year, and 4 million 
than was the case 30 years ago, more than in the equivalent 
so the feat of attaining the top quarter of 1993 


Of the 18 million, 1 1 million 
were CD singles, a 7 per cent 
increase in this format from the 
previous year. About 4.5 million 
were cassette singles, a drop of 
4.6 per cent drop from the pre- 
vious year and 2 million were 
12in- vinyl singles, a drop of 2 
per cenL Only 600,000 were tra- 
ditional 7in-vrayt ‘45's, a drop 
of 0.5 per cent.’ 

The cash generated from 
sales of singles rose by 11 per 
ccm compared to the summer 
of 1995, with customers paying 
£2S-5ra in only three months. 
Over the same three months. 40 
million albums were sold. 

The main artists behind the 
singles bonanza were The 
Fugees, with their version of the 
soul classic Killing Me Softly. 
Gina G, Mark Morrison. Bad- 
dielifSkinner/Ughtning Seeds, 
with the Euro 96 anthem, and 
George Michael. 

The other notable aspect of 
tile figures released by the BPI 
is the way budget-price classi- 
cal albums are increasing their 
share of the market. Last year 
30.8 percent of classical -album 


wt-ic Duugci price, ly.f per 
cent were mid-price and 49.5 
per cent were frill price. In 
1990 budget-price albums ac- 
counted for only 20 per cent of 
the market 





tte ^ M*f hae L Sin. G, Mark Morrison Skinner and Baddiel. and 

tne rtigees were among the mam artists behind the bonanza 



Doomed prince: Robert Lepage Photograph: Geraint Lbwis 

Ghost in the 
machinery 
foils Hamlet 



MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Correspondent 

One of the most prestigious 
productions at this year's Ed- 
inburgh Festival has been can- 
cel- led at the last minute, 
leaving thousands of ticket- 
holders disappointed. 

Yesterday Robert Lepage, 
the renowned actor and direc- 
tor, admitted that his reinter- 
pretation of Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet would not see one per- 
formance. 

Elsinore, starring Mr Lepage 
himself, was to be the theatri- 
cal showpiece of the festival's 
first week, but the complicated 
technical equipment on which 
it relied broke down as it was 
due to open on Monday. 

Mr Lepage said the problem 
bad proved impossible to fix and 
that the show, due to run for five 
nights, had been cancelled. 

The news will be a blow to the 
3.000 people who had bought 
tickets costing between £6 and 
£20 to see what was described 
as “a remarkable synthesis of 
Hailin g theatre technology and 
cinematic convention”. 

Mr Lepage explained at a 
press conference: “There was a 
huge piece of machinery that re- 
volved and picks up huge pieces 
of sets. It depended cm four mo- 
tors to pick up the pieces, but 
one didn’t respond." 

Despite working round the 


DAILY POEM 


Straddling 

By Fred Johnston 

To know a settling place 

a gate that rests your elbows 
a i t ew that dominates your nett move 

a gesture over a wall that punctuates 


dock it proved impossible to 
mend, and the only available re- 
placement part was in Canada. 
He was, be admitted, extreme- 
ly embarrassed and conceded 
that such heavy reliance on 
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NKAM STEREO offers you sensational stereo DOLBY PRO-LOGIC gives you home cinema 
souia. As well as recording stereo broadcasts, you Surround Sound to bring viewing to unbeTievaWe 
con play back prerecorded films in neorCD life. A four speaker system plays bade 3D sound to 
qua% sound through a TV or your stereo hi-fi. give you the illusion that you're realy there! 
Essentid far Dolby Pro-logic and NlCAM systems. 


REPLAY THE EXCITEMENT WITH NlCAM STEREO VIDEO RECORDERS 



Everything had gone smooth- 
ly during rehearsals and in the 
six months that the show, ty the 
Ex-Machma Company of Cana- 
da, had been tonring abroad. 

It is the first time in living 
memory that the Edinburgh 
Festival has lost such a higb-pro- 
file show in such a way, and the 
cost to it is likely to be dose to 
£100,000, but its director, Bri- 
an McMaster, said that the 
Festival had an insurance pol- 
icy to cover such emergencies. 
The Bank of Scotland, which 
sponsored the show, had been 
“very supportive”. 

Mr McMaster said his staff 
would tell as many people as 
po^ble that the show would not 
be running. Tourist information 
offices in the city had been in- 
formed and credit card bookings . 
would be automatically re- 
funded. 

The Ex-Machina Company 
was said to be devastated after 
having worked furiously to pre- 
pare the show for Edinburgh. It 
is due to tour Nottingham, 
Newcastle and Glasgow later 
this year and is also booked to 
appear at the National Theatre 
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28 " DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 
SURROUND SOUND TV 

• 66cm visible screen size. 

• Fostext For easy occess 
to aD Teletext services. 

• 2 near speakers for superb 
Surround Sound. 

• On/Off timer. • Auto set-up. 
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UlC given nwu, - 

To have all this fivm birth is a sort of peace 

As not having it cuts to the bone 

roots to the quick the hesitancy 
in die heart, as if no steering were ever 
possible through the straggled charts 
you stu ffed in pockets of memory, hazarding 

A guess each time, ahvays edging, bordering 
What I know is this- . 

our reach is never what we thuikU is 
no wall we build is utterly unbreachable 
sometimes a doubt is all that saver us 
sends us running to where the hull lies 
Straddling beyond our span we fall over always- 

Fred Johnston, bora in Belfast in 1951, b 
fc for the Irish Tones, who has published six ^U^onsofpj- 
etrvlD 1972 he received a Hennessy Literary Award forProse. 
Middle, his latest collection, is published by Salmon next year. 
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Peace in Chechnya: Rebels accuse Russians of refugee attack; Russia says rebels fired first 


Grozny 
ceasefire 
lasts five 
minutes 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

On the first day of the new 
ceasefire in Chechnya yesterday, 
rebels accused Russian heli- 
copter pilots of firing rockets on 
a column of refugees, and spo- 
radic shooting continued in the 
capital Grozny. 

Despite the violations, how- 
ever, fighting overall seemed to 
have been less intense than 
over the last eight days and in 
the evening, military represen- 
tatives from both sides met to 
try and strengthen the ceasefire. 

Matters had not looked 
hopeful in the morning when 
the commander of Russian 
forces. Genera] Konstantin Pu- 
likovsky, denied that he and the 
rebel chief of staff, Aslan 
Maskhadov, had agreed a 
ceasefire as announced on Tues- 
day. All he would say was that 
his troops would not fire first. 

The Chechens, who said the 
ceasefire had been agreed, 
accused the Russians of violat- 
ing it only five minutes after it 
went into force at midday, with 
the air strike against Seeing civil- 
ians. “Today at 12.05pm, Russ- 
ian aircraft launched a rocket 
attack against Grozny,” said a 
rebel spokesman, Movladi 
Udugov, specifying the area in 
which it happened. “Many peo- 
ple have been killed." 

A Reuters correspondent. 
Lawrence Sheets, said he saw 
from a distance bow a helicopter 
fired a rocket at the time and 
in the area mentioned by Mr 
Udugov. The Russian side did 
not comment on the Chechen 
accusation but said the rebels 
had violated the truce by firing 
on its servicemen. 

There was still some will to 
achieve a ceasefire, however. In 
the evening, Russian officers left 
their main base near Grozny to 
meet rebel representatives in 


the village of NovyeAtagL lass 
news agency said they would dis- 
cuss “all questions linked with 
mutual obligations readied on 
Tbesday between Konstantin 
Pulikovsfey and Aslan 
Maskhadov on not opening fire 
unnecessarily". 

A ceasefire was ordered by 
President Boris Yeltsin’s new 
envoy to Chechnya, Alexander 
Lebed, who on Sunday made a 
lightning visit to the region and 
met Maskhadov. His political 
future now very much depends 
on whether the bloodshed 
comes to a quick end. An out- 
sider in the Kremlin - he was 
appointed national security 
chief in June after coming third 
in the first round of the presi- 
dential elections - he has al- 
ready made enemies for himself 
by criticising the government’s 
handling of Chechnya. 

On Monday, when he 
returned from the region, he 
declared that Mr Yeltsin was 
about to sign a decree, giving 
him more powers to make 
decisions over Chechnya and 
reducing the influence of the 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. RIA news agency 
said last night that the decree 
had been issued although Mr 
Yeltsin's press service. Izvestia, 
could not confirm this. 

Izvestia said Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin and Mr Yeltsin’s chief 
of administration, Anatoly 
Chubais, were against the de- 
cree because it would make 
General Lebed too powerful 
“Lebed, whose talents in the 
military sphere are unques- 
tioned. may be outclassed when 
it comes to Kremlin intrigue,” 
it commented. 

Mr Yeltsin was yesterday 
having routine medical checks 
before leaving on holiday. His 
new spokesman, Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky. said the leader 
was “in good working form". 



Olive branch 
confuses HK 
democrats 


STEPHEN VINES 
Hong Kong 

Having been ahernatefyiguorwi 

ynri vjlified by China, 
eis of the Democratic P^rtyj 
Hong Kong’s largest political 
party, are in a quandary as to 
how to respond to the Chinese 
government’s first indication 
of a willingness to establish a 
dialogue. 

At a meeting tonight foe 
party’s leaders are likeJyto rat- 
ify a decision to rebuff China s 

offer of a chance to participate 
in a Peking-run body, the Se- 
lection Committee, which will 
choose the head of the territo- 
ry’s government after next 
year’s transfer of sovereignty, 
and be responsible for the ap- 
pointment of members to a 
provisional legislature which 
wifl replace the current body af- 
ter it has been dissolved by the 

incoming sovereign power. 

The Chinese government 
previously favoured a policy of 
deploying the blunderbuss in 
dealing with the democrats, 
but it now appears to have 
gained the upper hand by 
offering an olive branch. 

This was presented by the 
Chinese Vice-Premier, Qian 
Jicben. who has special re- 


dd China was willing to 
oik with those who “hold dif- 
zent opinions, about the course 
ad pace of democratic devel- 
ptnent as long as they share the 
i mm on ground of Support for 
ie resumption of sovereignty" . 
his is a far ay from the usual 

ractioe of branding the de- 

locrats’ leaders as “subver- 
ves" and “stooges of the 
mish imperialists”. 

The democrats quickly re- 
»nded by saying they “sfrong- 
r welcome” Mr Qian's 
•marks, describing them as “a 
ositive and constructive step”, 
lowever Martin Lee, the de- 
jocrats’ leader, firmly ruled out 
artidpation in the Selection 
bmmittee because “it is con- 
iticmal on participating in a 
rocess which will undermine 
emocracy in Hong Kong". 

Democratic Party members 
sar that they will Jose audibility 
y joining a body which is play- 
ig a role in dismantling elected 
xhes and replacing them with 
nelected provisional councils. 


high degree of popular sup- 
ortbccause of an uncompro- 
lising stand of opposing 
Sna's plans for undermining 
emocratic institutions. 

. . ilnoc nrrf 3 


, be well understood m Hong 
ong. A recent public opnuon 

jflshowed that 60 per cent of 
tspondents wanted the 
emocratic Party to join the 
Section Committee. 

This finding will be muse to 
ie ears of officials in Peking 
ho may have seen their mvi- 
tion as a trap to force the 
imocrats to assume foe 
i familiar role of rejecting 
alogue and being unwilling to 
nnpromise. 

The 400-member Selection 





work with democrats 


only tolerate the appointment 
of someone it likes as head of 
the new adminis tration. The 
front runner is the shipping 

magnate Ting Chee-hwa who is 

heavily in debt to Peking for 
bailing out his company when 
it was faced with ruin. 

Meanwhile Chinese leaders, 
including President Jiang 
Zemin, have started to talk 
about the necessity of the ter- 
ritory being led by people who 
are “acceptable" to Hong 
Kongers. This may appear to be 
a rather unremarkable point of 
view but it replaces the former 
emphasis on loyalty to China. 

The Chinese government 
does not wish to see the Demo- 
cratic Party continuing to secure 
majority support. A more sub- 
tle approach, confronting the 
democrats with difficult choices, 
may well yield positive results. 
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SIGNIFICANT SHORT S 


Uigh-ranldng army officers were responsible for the 
■ I 1993 murder of Burundi's first freely elected president, 
Melchior Ndadaye, Belgian newspaper Le Soir said 
yesterday, dung a leaked United Nations’ report. 

The report conduded that the massacre of Tutsi civilians 
which followed the Hutu President's death was not 
spontaneous but orchestrated. Only four months after 
Ndadaye ’s landslide victory, officers of the Tutsi -dominated 
army staged an unsuccessful coup in which the president and 
prominent Hutus were killed. This set the stage for the civil 
suite in which tens of thousands have died. Reuter - Brussels 


G unmen opened fire on Sunni Muslim worshipers 
outside a mosque in the port city in the south of 
Pakistan, killing 1 1 people and wounding nine others. 
Stunned witnesses said about 200 worshipers had gathered 
outside the New Town mosque for an Independence Day 
procession when the shooting occurred- AP - Karachi 

G erman prosecutors asked a court to send the US 
neo-Nazi leader, Gary Lauek, to jail for five years for 
playing a key role in smuggling extremist propaganda into 
Germany. Prosecutors told the court in Hamburg that 
Lauck, 43, deserved the maximum possible sentence because 
he had provided the main source of neo-Nazi propaganda in 
Germany in the last 20 years. Renter - Hamburg 

J apan apologised for trie first time to Second World 
War Filipino women sex slaves and a private fund pledged 
$18,500 (£ 12 . 000 ) for each to atone for a black chapter in 
Japanese history. Four Filipinos who were kept in Japanese 
military brothels received a letter of “sincere apologies and 
remorse" from the Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto. 
“This is the happiest of moment of my life," said Maria 
Rosa Henson, 63, after receiving the letter. Reuter - Manila 


Tpte Turkish navy flagship was towed back to its port 
I with Greek assistance yesterday after running aground in 
Greek waters. Foreign Minister Theodores Pangalos said. 

A Greek navy statement said the frigate Yavuz ran aground 
in the straits between the south-eastern Greek island of Kos 
and the Thritish coast during a non-aggressive passage 
through Greek waters on Tuesday. Raker - Athens 


I ndonesian authorities arrested 28 people, accusing 
them of belonging to a banned left-wing group blamed for 
anti -government rioting last month. The arrests were made 
on Sundav in the island of Bali, where the suspects are 
alleged to" have fled after rioting in Jakarta on 27 July, 
Antara news agency said. AP- Jakarta 


■thousands of dead rats have been found floating in a 
I river in India's north-eastern slate of Assam and scared 
people have stopped fishing an drawing water from iLThe 
United News oflndia (UNI) news agency said locals 
interpreted the death of the rats as an ominous sign. 

Reuter - Gawahoti, India 

1 /forma Philharmonic, one of Austria’s last mate 
V strongholds, will admit women because there are not 
enough qualified men to keep the orchestra gomg. its 
director said. Werner Resel noted 65 per cent of music 
school students were female. "This fact alone will make it 
necessary to accept women," he said. Reuter — Vienna 


Rome wary of laughing off Bossi 


With most of the country at a 
standstill for the holidays, Ital- 
ian newspapers tend to have a 
hard time filling their pages in 
August. Not this year though, 
thanks to the shenanigans of 
Umberto Bossi, the northern 
separatist leader who, with the 
keen eye of a wcll-vereed expert 
in self-promotion, has taken full 
advantage of the lull to get 
everyone talking about him and 
little’ else. 

Little had been heard of Mr 
Boss since June, when his cam- 
paign to establish a separate 
state in the north, to be called 
Phdania, came screeching to a 
halt as his party, the Northern 
League, was humiliated in a 
spate of local elections. 

But then, starting last week. 


Separatist leader has bounced back, writes Andrew Gumbel 


he decided it was time to go 
back on the offensive. The pre- 
text was a list of appointments 
in Rai, the state broadcasting 
service, which heavily favoured 
supporters of government par- 
ties despite pledges by the new 
Prime Minister, Romano Pro- 
di to end the such practices. Mr 
Bossi lashed out at the govern- 
ment, ordering bis foDowers to 
burn their television licences 
and knock out transmission 
stations across the north of the 
country. 

In the same breath, he 
expelled one of his party's most 
popular lieutenants, the former 
parliamentary speaker Irene 


Pivetti, on the grounds that 
she wants to keep Italy as one 
country, albeit with a more 
federalist structure. Ms Pivetti 
instantly began organising rival 
rallies to Mr Boss's, only to dis- 
cover that her supporters were 
being intimidated by party loy- 
alists in uniform green shirts. 

Over the weekend Mr Bossi 
dropped another bombshell, 
accusing the secret services of 
planning a bomb attack on a 
bank in Milan with the intention 
of blaming it on him. 

As usual, it is hard to know 
how seriously to take all this, 
since Mr Bossfs threats tend to 
be seven parts bluff to three 


parts performance art. The 
secret-service allegation, for 
example, has fallen apart 
already; the details of the 
supposed plot bear an uncanny 
resemblance to an episode from 
a futuristic political thriller 
penned four years ago by one 
of Mr Bossi's party colleagues. 

Ms Prvettfs expulsion may 
also be a piece of political 
theatre intended to rase the 
League's profile. Two years ago 
another key party member, 
Roberto Martini, walked out, 
citing irreconcilable differences 
with Mr Bossi, only to slink back 
later when no one was looking. 

The government is never- 


theless taking Mr fiossTs antics 
seriously and is already begin- 
ning to worry about a formal 
declaration of independence 
for Pa rian ia set for 15 Septem- 
ber. Beneath the buffoonery 
lurks the unmistakable iconog- 
raphy of fascism - the green- 
shirts sound more and more like 
the fascists’ blackshirts, while 
the threat of attacks on trans- 
mitters is reminiscent of Ger- 
man-language neo-Nazis who 
used the same tactics to demand 
separatism in the South ’fyrol in 
the 1960s. Already the demon- 
sfrations planned to mark Pada- 
nia's independence day are 
being nicknamed the “March on 
the Po” in an echo of the March 
on Rome which brought Mus- 
solini to power in 1922. 


Pilot piqued at cheek of 
Great Plane Robbers 


Hopes dim for 
test ban treaty 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

In a raid of such brazen audadty 
as to compare with Britain's 
Great Train Robbery, a gang of 
armed and masked robbers 
held up an Air France Europe 
passenger plane os it landed at 
Perpignan m south-west France 
on Tuesday evening and calm- 
ly removed two mailbags foil of 
used banknotes from the hold. 
They completed their “Great 
Plane Robbery" in four minutes 
flat and are now being hunted 
nationwide. 

The hold-up was so quickly 
and sharply executed that police 
are uncertain about how many 
people they are looking for. 
They say it is between four and 
six. 

In radio interviews yesterday, 
the captain of the plane. Vin- 
cent Roy, who had Down the 
Airbus 320 on its hour-long 
flight from Paris, described 
what happened. "Jusr as we 
were about to leave the runway, 
two vehicles blocked our way " 
he said. “1 called the control 
tower to ask what was going on, 
but then these armed and 
masked men came out, and I 
knew we were being held up.” 

According to Capt Roy, the 


gang raised a banner saying 
“turn off the engines and open 
up the bold" - an instruction 
which shocked him as much by 
its use of the familiar tu form 
of the verb (pilots are used to 
being treated with exceptional 
deference) as by its content 
Hearing stools fired, be switched 
off the engine, but was cool 
enough to say that be had no 
way of opening the hold from 
the cockpit and told them to do 
it themselves -which they did. 

Then, Capt Roy said,' they 
went to the hatch closest to 
where the cargo from Brinks - 
the international transporter 
of valuables -was, removed two 
mailbags and drove out of the 
airport. No one was hurt 

The 173 passengers and crew 
were allowed to leave the plane 
45 minutes later. Perpignan is 
foe airport closest to south-west- 
ern French Mediterranean re- 
sorts, and this is one of the 
busiest holiday weeks of the 
summer in France. 

Whether through embar- 
rassment or confusion, no de- 
finitive value has yet been 
placed on the loss. Until yes- 
terday afternoon, the only in- 
formation was that the two 
bag? weighed 28kg. The value 
of the contents was first esti- 


mated at 4 million French 
francs (£509,600), but it was lat- 
er disclosed that the bags con- 
tained ooiy Spanish pesetas, and 
that the value could be consid- 
erably less than first thought. 

That such a hold-up could 
take place on the mainland 
raises serious questions about 
security, not just at Perpignan, 
but at other provincial airports. 
The gang was reportedly able to 
penetrate the runway area 
through a JinJe-nsed back en- 
trance that was concealed from 
the control tower by a mound. 
Local people use the mound as 
a vantage-point for watching foe 
planes lake off and it is also used 
by people coming to meet pas- 
sengers. The robbers were able 
to wait there unsuspected. 

Moreover, although the cap- 
tain raised the alarm, the gang 
bad fled the airport before any- 
one reached the scene. An of- 
ficial inquiry into the robbery 
was opened yesterday. 

There Is also a question 
about the transport of cash by 
air. Current French regulations 
require sums larger than 
20&00Q francs to be escorted by 
at least three guards when tak- 
en by road, but there are no sim- 
ilar regulations for the 
protection of air freight 


TOW BARBER 
Europe Editor 

International efforts to ban nu- 
clear weapons tests suffered a se- 
rious setback yesterday when 
Indiamade dear it would not lift 
its objections to a global test ban 
treaty. Diplomats at foe 61 -na- 
tion Conference on Disarma- 
ment in Geneva said there was 
virtually no prospect that the fo- 
rum would adopt the test of the 
treaty, potentially foe most far- 
reaching arms control measure 
in history. 

The five declared mid ear 
powers-Btitain, China, France, 
Russia and the United States - 
have all stopped testing and 
support adoption of the Com- 
prehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). However, India and 
Iran say they will not sign foe 
treaty in its present form, part- 
ly because it does not commit 
the declared midear powers to 
a timetable for dismantling 
their weapons. 

Together with Israel and Pak- 
istan, India, which exploded a 
nudear derice in 1974, is re- 
garded as a “threshold" nudear 
power - one which either pos- 
sesses niidear weapons or is ca- 
pable of assembling them at 
short notice. Both government 


and opposition parties in New 
Delhi object to a treaty that 
would leave China in possession 
of midear weapons while fait- 
ing to guarantee India’s security. 

Western countries had hoped 
that the conference would ap- 
prove the treaty at a plenary ses- 
sion today and send it to foe 
United Nations in New York for 
ratification by member-states. 
However, at a committee meet- 
ing yesterrfoy, India's chief 
representative in Geneva con- 
firmed that her government 
would block transmission of 
the treaty to foe plenary sess i o n. 

Pakistan said the CTBT talks 
would M unless all nudear 
^threshold" states signed ft. “It 
is absolutefy dear that this is a 
treaty about all nudear-capable 
states. If one nudear-capable 
state stays out of this treaty, foe 
treaty is dead," said Munir 
Akranj, Pakistan’s ambassador 
ai foe talks. 

The treaty would not take ef- 
fect unless ratified by (he five 
declared nudear powers and the 
three “threshokr states. 

Iran opposes the treaty on the 
grounds that it could enable for- 
eign countries to use spy satel- 
lites to ensure compliance and 
demand “on-site” inspections of 
nuclear facilities. 


Brown 
delivers 
New York 
success 


DAVID USBORNE 

New\brk 

Tina Brown, Manhattan's most 
bitched-about British emignSe, 
has g iven one in the eye to the 
sceptics who have loved to hate 
her ever since she assumed foe 
editorship of the high-brow 
New Yorker in 1992. Under her 
stewardship, she has revealed, 
foe magazine is dawing its way 
back to financial health 

Details of the unlikely and 
quite unexpected success were 
laid out in yesterday’ sNew York 
Post, which secured an unusu- 
ally candid interview with Ms 
Brown, 42, and foe magazine's 
president, Tom Florio. 

The New Yorker is not there 
quite yet, but if foe self-con- 
gratulatory assertions of foe 
pair are to be believed, it will 
be soon. For years it has been 
assumed by foe city's media 
watchers that foe weekly, 
beloved by East Coast intellec- 
tuals, could never turn a buck. 

“It has been four long, hard 
yean - but it is exciting to see < 
afiourwork payoff" Ms Brown 
said. “By the end of neat year 
we should be in profit." 

Mamed to Harold Evans , t h e 
finder editor of foe Sunday 
Ms Brown has a right to 
bepleased. Since moving from 
Vanity Fair, has come under 

attack from aficionados who ac- 
wsed her of frying to bring ft - 
“Gwnmarket Tf, e most recent 
firestorm occurred when foe 
comedienne Roseanne Arnold 
helped edit one of its issues. 

“In the past many people in 
this industry treated Tina a bit 

hkfi a schoolgirl, they wouldn’t 
show her foe business side of 
publishing,” said Mr Florio. 
But we did and she helped us 
get to where we are now.” 

. Although circulation has 
nsen uearfy 40 per cent, foe re- 
covery has also been helped by 

price increases and cost-cutting 
not previously experienced by 
“‘-cosy New Yorker culture. ' 

Ms Blown denies she has tak- .' 

f a R downmarket. “I am real- - 1 

fy proud of it It’s hard to have , 
m at kind of circulation increase 
TOth cerebral material.” 
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Party’s hopes 
and fears hang 
on Dole’s words 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

San Diego 

The advance publicity for once 
is no exaggeration. Still clearly 
trailing his Democratic oppo- 
nent President Clinton, Bob 
Dote tonight will accetf theRe* 

nublican nomination tor rres- 
idenl - and the tadhira Kansan, 

for whom flowery oratory is an 
abhorrence, must give the 

speech of his life. 

Yesterday brought the mo- 
ment Mr Dole has yearned fur 
ever since his first unsuccessful 
run for the White House in 
1980: the traditional convention 
floor roll -call vote o f stat es, for- 
mally bestowing the crown upon 
him at last, at his third time of 
asking. But he has spent most 
of the past two days elsewhere, 
working on the address that may 
make or break his campaign. 

Thus far the convention has 
been an unexpected and almost 
unmitigated success for the Re- 
publicans. Even the major TV 
networks have paid their back- 
handed compliments, com- 
plaining bitterly that in the 
tightlv scheduled live segments 
they run each night they have 
been largely forced to dance to 


THE US 


the tunc of the organisers. In the 
past 10 days Mr Dole has 
achieved most of his major ob- 
jectives-. He has produced an ar- 
resting economic plan centred 
on a 15 per cent across-the- 
board tax cut, in the ebullient 
Jack Kemp he has picked ar- 
guably the strongest available 
vicehPresidential running mate, 
and he has secured the en- 
dorsement of his arch foe Pat 
Buchanan. 

Above all, in stark contrast to 

both the divisive and mean- 
spirited Houston four years 
a fin and to the highly conserv- 
ative platform approved here, 
the message sent out to ordinary 
Americans from the convention 
stage in San Diego this week has 
been relentlessly moderate, up- 
beat and youthful. . 

Presentation has been slick m 
the extreme. Abortion, the is- 
sue which more than any oth- 
er divides the party, has gone 
virtually unmentioned at the 


podium. Speaker Newt Gin- 
grich, hitherto studiously kept 
out of the limelight, did appear 

on Tuesday nighL But he scarce- 
ly referred to the deeply un- 
popular Congress he leads, 
extolling instead the virtues of 
compassion and charity, and 
hailing Martin Luther King as 
“the greatest Georgian of the 
20th century". 

No less assiduously, the par- 
ty frns pursued the female vot- 
ers among whom Mr Dole is 
exceptionally weak. Women 
such as Senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchinson of Texas and Chris- 
tine Todd Whitman, New Jer- 
sey governor, have been 
constantly featured, and Tues- 
day's keynote speech was en- 
trusted to the 38 -year-old New 
York Congresswoman Susan 
Molinari, who came across less 
as a political heavyweight than 
a harassed young mother from 
a TV sitcom - exactly as Mr 
Dole’s advisers intended. 

“1 don’t know a mom today 
who isn't being stretched to the 
limit trying to hold down a job 
while trying to hold down the 
fort,” she said, in a naked pitch 
for the support of middle-class, 
suburban women - just Kke her- 
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The black vote is almost as 
reliably Democrat in America 
as it is for Nelson Mandela’s 
African National Congress in 
South Africa. 

Thus for a black South 
African journalist covering the 
Republican National Conven- 
tion m San Diego the sprinkling 
of black feces was curiously 
familiar - Tt reminded him of the 
handful of his black countrymen 
who accepted FW de Klerk’s 
invitation to join the National 
Party before the first post- 
apartheid election in 1994. 

They were shunned in the 
townships, derided as “token 
blacks 11 . At National Party 
rallies their erstwhile white 
masters would shun them too, 
or accord them crmgmgly over- 
eager respect 

Similar scenes have been in 
evidence in San Diego at a 
gathering dominated by red- 
meat Republican white males. 
Although the Republicans 
belong to the party of Abraham 
Lincoln, the president who 
fought the CSvil War to crush 
slavery, in recent years the 
Repubficans’ opposition to wel- 
fare and affirmative action and 
their tough measures against 
crime have been interpreted in 
many quarters - notably by 
Jesse Jackson - as code for 
“Keep the blacks down". 

So who are these black peo- 
ple at the convention? Charlie 
Baskervflle is a government 
administrator who lives in 
Maryland but was born in North 
Carolina, historically cotton - 
picking slave country. He 
explained that the earliest 
ancestors he had traced had 
been called Bulloch, until one 
was sold to a plantation owner 
bearing the name made famous 
by Sherlock Holmes. 

“My friends,” Mr EfetskervQle 
said, “call me Hound.” Not 
that he hasafot of friends. Black 
ones, at any rate. “Blade folks 
won’t talk to me. 1 can’t get 
through to them, man. They 
think Tm weird." 

A wiry, grey-bearded man of 
evidently deep convictions, Mr 
BaskerviHe volunteered the 
Information that he was about 
to complete his second master’s 
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John Carlin 

in San Diego 
listens to a man 
who crossed an 
enduring divide 


degree. He did so by way of 
ilaining his Republican 
losopby. 

“My daddy brought us up in 
North Carolina to stand on 
our own two feel. Now what the 
Democrats tell us is that the 
white folks owe the black folks 
a living. And the great majori- 
ty of the blade folks, and our 
blade leaders, believe this. They 
say if only the white man 
changed his racist ways, if only 
he stopped being this and that, 
then we’d all be just fine.” 

Mr Baskerville screws up his 
face in pain, in frustration. 
“When are they going to un- 
derstand, man, that this is the 
slave mentality? When are they 
going to see that tbe welfare sys- 
tem is killing our people, IriUmg 
our families? When are they 
going to see that affirmative 
action kills our dignity.” 

The spectacle of Colin Pow- 
ell addressing the Republican 
convention was a balzu to Mr 
BaskerviDe's wounds, but not a 
cure. While the general is the 
most popular man in white 
America, he is viewed with sus- 
picion among the black com- 
munity. And what do the white 
delegates make of their black 
confreres? Do they entertain 
any notion that for example, by 
having a black youth ringing the 
. national anthem at the opening 
On Monday they will persuade 
black Americans to vote for Bob 
Dole? A convention official 
explained the value the party 
organisers saw in having the 
likes of Mr Baskerville in 
attendance. “What we hope it 
will do,” be said, “is that it wfll 
educate our supporters.” ; 

A possibly more compelling 
message is provided when an 
army of cleaners descends on 
the vast convention floor each 
lunchtime. Here there is no 
shortage of black faces. 
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international 


Jet ‘jigsaw’ still 


puzzles TWA. 


inquiry team 


DAOTD US BORNE 

New Yak 


J^SieMozs believe two sepa- 
doomed TWA 
Fugit 800 and are searching for 

determine whether the first 
blastwas caused by a bomb in 

Ine nscrarwio. — •_ ■ 


tkra occurred in the front car- 
go 


were stowed, or in the cockpit. 

en fed by 


the passenger cabin. 
Federal officials 


_ , — — ^ were yes- 

terdaj speediiw op efforts to re- 

assemjfe wreckage of the plane 
m the main hangar of a Lone 
Island airfield not far from 
where it fell to the ocean in a 
nrebaUan 17 July, Jailing ail 230 
on board. The work, which in- 
volves rebuilding the aircraft 
around a skeleton of chicken 
wire, is focusing on the section 
where the wings joined the 
fuselage where the worst dam- 
age has hsen found. The pattern 
ofdebrisbn the ocean floor also 
indicate} that parts of the 
P^tic’s underbelly beneath the 
wing junction fell to the sea first 
Evidence has also been found 


Both scenarios had been 

evidence that the front of the 
aircraft was severed from the 
rest of the fuselage. Items from 
the hold and the cockpit have 
meant both areas have been 
more or Iras ruled out. 

Discovery of fire damage in 
an area near where the leading 
edge of the right wing joined the 

plane has propelled new theo- 
ries to the fare: that a bomb may 
have been placed in that area 
of the cabin, above the fuel tank, 
in a food trolley or inside a car- 
ry-on bag. The inside-right en- 
gine also appears to have 
suffered much greater damage 
than the other three. 

The “fingerprint” that foren- 
sic evidence might supply is so 
far eluding investigators. Pre- 


liminary testing by equipment 
eck showed 


It may be divisions 
are opening as ... 
it approaches the 
dne-month 
anniversary 


at the hangar tins wee 
residue of PETN, a prime in- 
gredient of an explosive known 
as detasheet or detcord and 
which can also be used in Sem- 


tex. But subsequent testing hi 
ton DC ‘ 


Sources! 
blast may i 
20 seconds! 
plosion i 


suggestingone of the explosions 
was in thehiel tank between the 
wings ana which was almost 
empty atfhe flight's outset 
! reported that that 
occurred up to 
an earlier ex- 
^here in the aircraft. 
That finding, if proved, mil- 
itates against an earlier theory 
that an electrical spark may have 
ignited fie fuel tank, causing the 
initial blast that-downed the air- 
liner. Thus investigators are 
again being drawn to the theo- 
ry that a primary explosion, 
which may have triggered the 
tank biart, was caused by a 
bomb. In the absence of foren- 
sic evidence of an incendiary ex- 
plosion, the two other primary 
theories remain under consid- 
eration: nfechanical fail ore or a 
missile attack. ' 

As to where a bomb may 
have been plan ted, wreckage re- 
trieved ths week clouded two 
early theories: that a detona- 


Washington DC failed to con- 
firm the presence of PETN 

With the possibility ever pre- 
sent that all the hoped-for evi- 
dence may have been washed 
away while the wreckage re- 
mained on the ocean floor - 
about SO per cent of the plane 
has been retrieved - investiga- 
tors are also looking for dues 
from the directions in which the 
metal was twisted as weD as the 
pattern of metal fragments in 
the bodies of passengers. 

Shards have been found in 
passengers’ feet and legs, point- 
ing to a blast from below the 
cabin, presumably from the 
fuel tank. But the extent of dam- 
age in that area suggests an ex- 
plosion there was not sufficient 
to cripple the plane so deri- 
sively- “There is bending of 
metal but this bending we see 
says there was a low-energy ex- 
plosion,” a source said. 

It may be, however, that di- 
visions are opening in the in- 
vestigation team as it 
approaches the one-month an- 
niversary erf the crash with no 
dear evidence of what hap- 
pened that can be offered to the 
public The same source told the 
Associated Press news agency: 
“Investigators are split- Some 
believe there was an explosion 


Three theories 


of catastrophe 


Mechanical 

failure 


The near-perfect safety record 
of the Boeing 747 has discour- 
aged investigators from seeing 
mechanical failure as a likely 
cause. 

Scenarios for such a calami- 
ty have also, one by one. been 
ruled out by what they have 
found. 

The cockpit voice recorders, 
which showed a routine ascent 
and ended abruptly with a brief, 
unexplained noise, weigh 
against pilot error. 

The possibility that an engine 
b ecam e unhinged and spun 


into the rest of the plane is seen 
as unlikely, since all four engines 
have been found in reasonable 
condition. 

Suggestions that an electrical 
spark might have ignited vapour 
in the central fuel tank have also 
been discounted. While parts of 
die tank show fire and smoke 
damage, other parts appear in 
pristine condition. It is now 
thought the tank may have ig- 
nited 20 seconds after an initial 
blast elsewhere on the plane. 

Officials have spoken little 
about a further possibility: that 
the plane may have been torn 


ment after take-off of the 
engines’ reverse thrusters. 


0 Missile 
attack 


i favourite theory of anyone 
■miliar with the 1990 novel 
tinger. Written by Doug 
fornig, the book opens with the 

[owning of an American air- 
iner taking off from Boston by 
^an on a boat with a shoul- 
[er-hmnebed Stinger missOe, 
This scenario was lent early 
redence by eyewitness sight- 
ngs of an “oty«T stredetaj; 
JJajds TWASOOjnst before it 
rpioded as well as by an 
^explained second blip on 

j^ffic-controlradarstiUs. 

A missile attack has been afl 


bat ruled out by investigators 
since the dscorveiy of the fourth 
waging thfo week, however: 

A missile would almost cer- 
tainly have been guided by a 
beat-seeking system and initial 
contact would have been on an 
engine. AD four have shown 
rfwmgg e consistent only with 
impact on the ocean surface in 
die crash. Nor; so fru; have 
forensic scientists found any 
evidence of an incendiary blast 
on the engines. 

And a missile strike would 
not easily explain the instant 
loss of electrical power shown 
by the data and voice tapes. 
Forensic tests are stiD 
continuing. 


Bomb placed 
on board 


want to believe 
j the aircraft aft(_ 
its front section. 



with 


:w 
fusve 



m 


•age slowed — 

0 miners in the 
ild was dashed 
on tain eis were 
found to be in 
e" condition, 
cooler 
1 in the 


the 


discovery of some 
glass covers from cockpit 

instrumentation The focus now 
is on the section where the 
forward edge of the wings 
joined die fuselage. 

The shape of retrieved plane 
parts suggests two blasts, one 
That sent its force downwards 
from the cabin and another that 
came from below. Forensic tests 
at the hangar where the plane 
is being reassembled showed ini- 
tial signs of the presence of 
PETN, the chief ingredient of 
a plastic explosive known as 
datasheet or detcord. But 
subsequent and much more 
reliable tests of the same wreck- 
age parts conducted in. Wash- 
ington DC have failed to 
confirm these first results. 


in the forward part of the air- 
craft. As much as 20 seconds lat- 
er the fuel lank blew up ... 
Others speculate that the tank 
r have been part of the ini- 
fblasT. 

The possibility of a missile at- 


tack is thought unlikely. It 
‘ t have 


would almost certainly 
been heat-seeking and therefore 
made initial contact with an en- 
gine as it roared to raise the 
plane to cruising altitude. All 
four engines have been located 
and none shows evidence of 
havmg been hit. The discovery 
of the engines has so far pro- 
vided no evidence of mechan- 
ical mishap, including, for 
instance, the possibility that 
one may have become unhinged 
and hit other parts of the plane. 



Conflicting evidence: An investigator with an engine from the plane, which is being reconstructed to try to find why it crashed Photograph: AP 
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Edgar Mansfield 


• Mansfield deserves much 

of the credit for the revival of 

British bookbinding m the sec- 
Sd half of the 20th ceirtwy- He 
galvanised bookbinding design 

The centenary of the death 
of William Morris has prompt- 

cd much IO be wniten about 

Morris and the Arts & Crafts 
movement which spread hrs 
ideals of the value of handwork, 
and the decorative style of his 
fabric and wallpaper designs. 

This stvle, in a form dissemi- 
nated first by the gentleman am- 
ateur TJ. Cobden-Sandereon, 
who was prompted to lake up 
bookbinding by May Moms, 
dominated British fine book- 
binding for the next half- 
centuiy. largely as a result of the 
manual written by his appren- 
tice at the Doves Bindery, 

Douglas Cockered 

Bookbinding and the Care of 
Books, first published in 1901 
and still in print 95 years later, 
prohabfv remains the first man- 
ual that 'most beginners will pick 
up. It treats cover design only 
in terms of ornamentation built 
up from a few simple decorative 
units by the repetition of indi- 
vidual tooled impressions, plain 
or gold. The Arts & Crafts 
stvle appeared in French bind- 
ings with the work of Marius 
Michel, but the Parisian ateliers 
and their designers went on to 
absorb An Deco, Surrealism 

and Cubism, and by the 1930s 

and 1940s they were producing himself “ 
gloriously extravagant fine bind- through ai 
iogs of the spectacular illus- He had 
(rated editions de luxe for 
collectors, whilst the English 
taste for tradition and confor- 
mity and that curious cult of 
"original condition’' in book col- 
lecting left little creative work 
for fine binders. 

No wonder that Philip James, 
reviewing a 1949 exhibition of 
modern bookbindings in the 
Studio, wrote: 

[The exhibition] reveals that this no- 
ble. ancient art is very much alive in 
France, even if it is restricted in its 
most developed state to the com- 
missions of wealthy patrons, but 
that it is virtually dead in this coun- 
try. Bookbinding is now one of tbose 
handicrafts, like pottery or weaving, 
which attract a few isolated per- 
formers wbo feel the same compul- 
sion to create as animates the painter 
or sculptor. Today tbewortis its own 
reward, so few are the commissions, 
so dim the prospects of a revival. 

He continued with a plea: 

A vigorous, school of original binders 
who, while respecting the limitations 
imposed by the nature of a book and 
its use by the reader, yet work in a 


style which : _ 

nuy art forms, is i mj 

for the development ofbookbindin^ 

Edgar Mansfield was just 
such an original binder as the 
writer was seeking and, the 
year before, he had commenced 
teaching design to bookbinding 
students at the London School 
of Printing. Perhaps it was be- 
cause Mansfield had come to 
Europe as an outsider that he 
could accept and absorb the 
modern movement in art, at a 
time when we were trying to ig- 
nore it or dismiss it with 
ridicule. 

Bom in London in 1907, he 
was taken to New Zealand by 
his parents at the age of four, 
matriculating from Napier 
Boy’s High School in 1923, he 
thoi began 10 years of study and 
teaching of art and crafts. He re- 
tumed to London in 1934 to ex- 
tend his studies, of pottery at 
Camberwell School of Art & 
Crafts and bookbinding under 
WQtiam Matthews at the Cen- 
tral School of Art & Crafts. In 
1936 he began an extensive 
course in design at the German 
Keimann School in London 
under Elsa Thterka. Following 
war service with the British 
army from 1941 to 1946 he was 
repatriated to New Zealand, but 
returned to London in 1947 to 
continue bookbinding and de- 
sign. For much of his active life 
he divided his time between the 
two countries, and considered 
himself “a New Zealander 
through and through". 

He had been elected Fellow 
of the Royal Society of Arts 
in 1934, and in 1950 was elect- 
ed Member of the German 
Bookbinders Guild (MDE). 

From 1948 to 1964, he (aught 
design and colour at the Lon- 
don School of Printing. Even in 
art schools in the Fifties, ab- 
straction and "School of Paris” 
ideas had barely penetrated 
and artists such as Picasso and 
Henry Moore were stock figures 
of fun. to Punch cartoonists. But 
Mansfield's enthusiasm and en- 
couragement to students and 
the younger binders was infec- 
tious. A “Mansfield style” was 
detected in the new designs 
from the London College of 
Printing students, some of 
whose names became familiar 
in bookbinding circles: Don 
Etherington and Ruth Shannon 
for instance, and Anthony 
Cains, later to be Director of the 
Conservation Laboratory at 
Trinity College Dublin, who 
pushed Mansfield's technique of 
manipulating the grain of the .. 



Mansfletd: an outsider 

leather during covering to the 
extreme of expressive leather 
puckering as the binding’s sole 
design medium. 

I have been saddened that 
subsequent generations of 
bookbinders have seemed un- 
aware of what he achieved on 
their behalf. I had the good for- 
tune to know him for four 
decades, siDcel-; _ 
student - was invited to at 
the first meeting of (he Guild of 
Contemporary Bookbinders in 
Bernard Middleton's London 
workshop at 63 Broadwick 
Street, Soho, on the evening of 
7 April 1955. This small group 
of like-minded bookbinders, 
banding together to mount ex- 
hibitions of their work under the 
initial prompting of Bernard 
Middleton arm Arthur Johnson, 
with Edgar Mansfield as their 
President, became the present 
Designer Bookbinders: a flour- 
ishing society with about 700 
members world-wide, and cur- 
rently 17 Honorary Fellows, 28 
Fellows and eight Licentiates. 

During his Presidency of the 
Guild of Contemporary Book- 
binders, from 1955 to 1968, 
the society mounted an ambi- 
tious exhibition programme 
and ma ny travelling exhibitions 
in Europe and across the Unit- 
ed States were arranged, as 
well as regular exhibitions at 
Foyle’s Gallery in London, plus 
others elsewhere, of which the 
Harrods exhibition of 1958 was 
perhaps the pivotal event, at- 
tracting wide notice in Britain 
and on the Continent Mans- 
field taught us the benefits of 
publicity, that our work should 
be photographed and published 
where possible, and particular- 
ly through publication in Ger- 
man, French and Dutch trade 
magazines. He was made an 
Honorary Fellow of Designer 
Bookbinders in 1968: . - 

His teacbmgig London 
School of Tnnuhg extended 



until he retired in 1964 in order, 
mbs words, “to concentrate en- 
tirely on creative experiment, 
and to spend more time at 
home -in New Zealand”, in the 
1979 Birthday Honours list 
came his appointment as OBE 
for services to New Zealand, 
and in 1980 he was elected alfcl* 
low of die Royal Society of 
British Sculptors (FRBS). 

Although he never stopped 
creating new drawings and de- 
signs, Edgar Mansfield had 
ceased binding about 20 years 
ago, with the exception of one 
presentation binding - a com- ' 
mission reluctantly accepted 
from the New Zealand author- - 
ities some time after he had de- 
cided that his eyesight no longer 
allowed him to continue bind- 
ing to the high Standard he de- 
sired. It was a wedding gift for 
Princess Anne, completed in 
1974, after which he concen- 
trated on his sculpture and 
drawings until he agreed to 
collaborate with James Brock- 
man onagroup of 25 new bind- 
ings commissioned by 1LD. 
Duval and GH. Hamflton. The 
evening of 30 November 1 993, 
when we gathered in the King’s 
Library of the British Museum 
to see these bindings, exhibit- 
ed alongside the Designer 
Bookbinders’ Bookbinding 
Competition entries, was a rare 
chance for the younger gener- 

atvw tn gltmpsp. him fir Uv* fircr 

time, and a happy reunion with 
many old friends. 

I was one of many binders to 
receive encouragement and ad- 
vice about my work from Edgar 
Mansfield. A letter from cl960 
gives some of the flavour of his 
correspondence: 

I am struggling frantically with 
design problems and hope yon axe 
loo ... 1 would urge rw to visit the 
■fate often, see books like Kepes 77i« 
New Landscape m An A Science & 
books on Klee especially ... Ybar de- 
signing win become more difficult & 
tike longer in course of lime but 1 
urge you to work like heU & get all 
yon can completed. There wu nev- 
er be enough creative work available 
for oar future needs - of that I am 
absolutely mrt»in. All the best, 
Edgar. 

For him, the creative act could 
as soon be drawing, or painting, 
or sculp ture, as bookbinding an 
attitude which may have helped 
to ease the moment when his 
eyesight would no longer allow 
him to translate his designs 
into, that medium. 

Those who admire Edgar 
Mansfield’s bindings and are 
convinced of their imp o rtant 
place in the development of 
■ bookbinding i may be discern- . 


ceiled by the thought that the 
craft could matter less to him 
than he does to ft. He seemed 
most unconcerned about the 
quality of the volumes he chose' 
to cover, they were often stan- 
dard publishers' editions and' 
could be inferior camples of 
. The book he chose to 


printing, 
bind mo 


)ind most frequently, HJE. 
Bates’s Througfi the Woods, was 
hardly Cobden-Sandersons’s 
ideal book or “the book beau- 
tiful” although it became the 
vehicle for a memorable series 
of designs. Very likely the cost 
of buying examples of fine 
printing was the lwwtth^g factor 
in the early days, when collec- 
tors were not interested in his 
work; but as he became recog- 
nised he had the opportunity to 
bind better books. Nor was he 
interested in refining the struc- 
ture of his bindings. Haying ar- 
rived at a sinqde and serviceable 
routine, he standardised iL It is 
as though Mansfield thought 
of the book as no more than the 
blank canvas awaiting his 
creative act 

The nature of the surface of 
a Mansfield binding and its 

tarrile qiiaKly is most im p o rtant, 
as befits the work of a sculptor. 
His preference was always for 
unpolished and impressed 
goatskin enlivened with sur- 
face markka and bJemishes, es- 
pecially the native tanned and 
dyed skins once obtainable 
from Nigeria that displayed 
variations of tone and colour, if 
necessary with his own added 
ink markings. He often height- 
ened the grain texture on the 



the damp Kirin on ftsel f before 
pasting, and later brushing to- 
wards the spine with the palm 
of his hand across the surface 
of the leather in the act of 
covering the book. 

Embellishment of the book 
cover had traditionally been a 
matter of borrowings from the 
decorative arts, and even the 
French Art Deco bindings thafr 
acknowledged Cubisn did so at 
second hand, fiafloiwpg its adop- 
tion as a style for interior dec- 
oration. the originality and 
novelty of his binding designs 
was that they used the lan- 
guage of fine art. That Mans- 
field- was inspired by the 
abstract painting of his times is 
obvious: one can see echoes of 
Mm3, Klee and Picasso in the 
sometimes jagged, sometimes 
playful, shapes of his inlays 
and in the dancing lines of Ins 
tooling. Surrealism is an influ- 
ence, and an interest in the ge&- 


Daoctng goes: HmSng by Mansfield for VtogTs Eefo$ies (Cranach Press, 132?) 

yeflow morocco with recessed Mays In white, black, grey, green and red, tooled in bSnd and ween, 

in sculpture, drawing and book- an energetic and [enthusiastic 
binding design, came from oat- campaigner against a conserv- 
ural forms; evident both in the alive trade's iiroippFehension, 
book titles he returns to so of- ridicule and nustrustor modern 


design in fine bookbinding. His 
long-held and as yet unfulfilled 
hope was for recognition for the 
best of modem bockbinding by 
the fine art world. One does in- 
deed wonder at the convention 
which would accord artistic sta- 
tus to his sculptures but not to 
his bindings. i 

Xmjor Jones 


tural abstraction of some of the 
American painters may be de- 
tected in what he called his 
“scribble" designs (hat began to 
appear from 1960 on. It is also 
possible to see these as having 
evolved from his use of textured 

flr ^ Snf im p fB MnrK frnm small 

dot and line tools. There are re- 
■curring motifa like the eye/sun 
inlaid circle and a “lobster- 
claw” conjunction of curved 
shapes. Mansfield was fond of 
musical analogies as a baas for 
his design structure: sonata 
form, fugue, and variations on 
a theme. 

The glorious range and 
breadth of Edgar Mansfield’s 
invention is a delight to observe 
as one traces the development 
of his art from the early search 
for a means of expression in the 
bindings of 1937-50 through to 
rif-gjgris. completed in his 86th 
year. His strongest inspiration,. 


ten - Country Matters, Througfi 
the Woods* Down the River, 
Four Hedges, The Seasons -and 
in the gaming, flying swim- 
ming, branching forms, and the 
lines and textures that so often 
choke foliage, the leaf and its 
veins, wing, and fin. 

We are fortunate in having an 
excellent record of his design 
philosophy and processes and 
the technical means he devised 
to create his hfn ding s in the 
book Modem Design m Book- 
binding: the work of Edgar Mans- 
field (1966). A new edition is 
long overdue. 

Mansfield will be remem- 
bered for demonstrating that 
bookbinding is as appropriate 
a medium for the artist as 
painting and sculpture. He was 


James Frank Edgar Mansfield, 
bookbinder bom Lbndon 11 
February 1907; FRSA 1934; Pres- 
ident, Guild of Cor temporary 
Bookbinders 1955-68 Honorary 
Fellow. Designer Btokbinders 
1968; OBE 1979: FRBS 1980; 
married 1980- Mis Gladys 
Lochhead [died 199. ; one step- 
son); died Bearstei Kent 10 
August 1996. 


Marshal Antonio de Splhola 


Antonio de Spinola was the 
old Portuguese colonial soldier 
who became the improbable 
hero of Portugal's April 1974 
revolution. 

I first saw him almost on a 
daily baste when I was 10 years 
old and he was courting the 
daughter of a general wbo lived 
in our street. Always in uniform, 
with monocled right eye and 
horse-rider's swagger-stick, he 
was known in our neighbour- 
hood as one of the young gen- 
eration of officers ready to 
fight for Fascism and empire in 
the 1930s. The son of a senior 
official in the dictator Antonio 
Salazar's regime, he fought for 
Franco's side in the Spanish 
Civil War, and completed his 
training with Hitler’s army as 
an observer on the Russian 
from. 

After the Allied victory and 
decades of enforced stability 
both in Portugal and the far- 
flung empire, all that training 
and experience seemed some- 
what wasted until the 1960s 
when, by then a lieuienanl- 
colonel, he was sent to Angola 
to quell the first African na- 
tionalist uprising which even- 
tually, with Soviet bloc support, 
was extended to Guinea-Bissau 
and Mozambique. 

As a military commander in 
Guinea-Bissau, and after a rel- 
atively successful African isa- 



Spfaota: swagger-stick 

lion programme largely based 
upon more modem models 
used in Vietnam and elsewhere, 
whereby nearly half of the 
(Portuguese) Guinean army 
was formed by African troops, 
be became kimething of a 
hero in the Portuguese colonial 
wars. 

By then the decades old 
national-colonialist regime 
created by Salazar and half- 
heartedly carried on by his suc- 
cessor Marcelo Caetano had 
reached a mortal impasse. As 
so often happens with pro- 
longed personal dictatorship 
the Tong experience of enforced 
stability degenerated into mu- 
tual fear and paralysis within 
the ranks of the regime, and the 
inability of the democratic op- 


position to organise a convinc- 
ing alternative. It was then that 
Spinola played a crucial and 
truly heroic role. 

Since the initiative for the 
dramatic political impasse 
could only come from within 
the ranks of the regime, 
he wrote a book in which, 
after acknowledging that the 
colonial impasse couftfconly be 
resolved by potif&hCf&ther 
than military means, he put 
forward a plan for a Pan- 
Portuguese multi-racial feder- 
ation or community, similar to 
the British Commonwealth and 
its French equivalent, as a way 
out. 

In the event the book, Por- 
tugal and the Future, published 
in February 1974, was like the 
key ihar opened the door for the 
military pronundamento cum 
popular and festive revolution 
that was to follow the arrests 
and deportation to Madeira 
first of the token President 
Americo Thomas and Prime 
Minister Caetano. 

As for Spinola, he was 
chosen to become President 
of the restored Democratic 
Republic, almost as a reward. 
However, subsequent events 
were to show that, having 
opened the door to liberalisa- 
tion. he was soon overtaken by 
the revolutionary crowd that 
rushed through iL During his 


five-month tenure of the pres- 
idency he tried to find solutions 
for successive crises and the 
prospect of the disintegration of 
the old empire, with meetings 
with other improbable heads of 
state, including President 
Mobutu of Zaire and President 
Nison of the United States, then 
already facing impeachment, 
whom he me tin mid- Arlan tic in 
the Azores. 

After he was elbowed out 
of power in September 1974 
and replaced by his left-wing 
rival General Costa Gomes, 
likewise a prominent colonial 
commander, the widespread 
fear of a Communist takeover 
led him to seek exile in 
Brazil, from where he travelled 
to gather support fpr what 
would be tantamount to a 
counter-revolution. The per- 
ceived Communist threat was 
eventually thwarted when a 
new balance of forces within 
the regime succeeded in re- 
establishing a country of law and 
order. 

After returning to Portugal 
in 1976 Spinola opted for 
retirement in his farmhouse 
near Lisbon. He became a mere 
spectator to Portugal’s acceler- 
ated development upon inte- 
gration into the EEC in the 
1980s under a centre-right 
government more to his liking. 
He lived to witness the For- 


tugues 
richer i 


tese eventually become 
than they had ever been 
while they had dung to the 
empire, through the vagaries of 
history and the benefits of Por- 
tugal's return to its European 
condition. 

Democratic, capitalist- 
orientated Portugal is now one 
of the main investors in the war- 
ravaged but potentially rich 
former colonies of Angola and 
Mozambique. And, only two 
weeks ago, the Community of 
the Countries of Portuguese 
Language, comprising all the 
former five African colonies as 
well as Brazil, was finally for- 
malised at a Pan-Portuguese 
summit in Lisbon. 

Antonio de FIgueiredo 


Antonio Sebastido Ribeiro de 
Spinola, soldier: bom Estremoz, 
Portugal 11 April 1910; Com- 
mander, 345th Cavalry Group, 
Angola 1961-64; Provost Marshal 
1964-65; Cavaby Inspector 1966- 
67; Deputy Commander, Na- 
tional Republican Guard 
1967-68; Commander-m-Chief 
of the Armed Forces of Por- 
tuguese Guinea 1968-73; Deputy 
Chief of Staff of the Armed 
Forces 1973-74; Head, Junta 
Nadonal de Sahraq&o 1974; 
President of Portugal, 1974; 
married 1932 Maria Montano de 
Banos; died Lisbon 13 August 
1996. 


The Rev Christopher Gray 


Christopher Gray had not long 
been a Vicar of St Margaret's, 
Anfield, in Liverpool, when he 
was murdered in front of his 
own vicarage. Even though he 
was only 32 and a priest for only 
three years, Gjray was beginning 
to have a major impact on the 
Anglican Church’s fhinirfng on 
the priestly ministry. 

He was Head Boy at Win- 
chester, and then went on to 
Wadhain College, Oxford, 
where he achieved a Doable 
First “with congratulations” in 
Ancient History and won most 
of the majordassical prizes. He 
possessed a brilliant mind and 
spoke with great clarity of 
thought. At the same time he 
was a quiet person, who listened 
carefully and was liked by his 



Gray: agcriftcfari ministry 


t eache rs apd contemporaries for 
his humanity and warmth. 

After Oxford he spent a year 
looking after handicapped peo- 
ple at the LArche community 
m France, where he discov- 
ered his flair for learning living 
languages in addition to Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew. When I met 
him in 1992 he was already a flu- 
ent speaker of french, German 
and Polish, and at each later 
meeting he had acquired other 
Slavic languages. His knowledge 
of Romanian, Czech, Slovak 
and Lithuanian contributed to 
his being able to be an ambas- 
sador for Anglicanism to the 
Christian churches of these 
recently liberated countries. 

In 2 992, after training for the 
priesthood at Mirfield in York- 
shire, he became a curate at St 
Jude’s Church, Cantrfl Farm, in 
Liverpool. Cantril Farm is a 
1960s housing estate with one 
of the highest unemployment 
rates in England; the commu- 
nity there was under siege, with 
high levels of drug use, crime 
and violence. Gray knew the 
limits of a priest, but within 
those limits he exercised a sac- 
rificial ministry, especially work- 
ing with young people who had 
no connection with (he Church. 
He did not see hims elf as do- 
ing the work of a social work- 
er but felt strongly that the 
Church is responsible forgiving 


meaning to the Iritis of ever 
one who presents himself to he 
It was during his time as a 
rate that he wrotefa puzzling 
prophetic chapten “who is ti 
Priest?”, in The Fire and the CL 
(1993), which is a brilliant ft 
sion of theory and practic 
theology. He described Jesi 
Christ the Good Shepherd i 
the chief model for the pries 

The supreme act of the shepherd 
to lay down his life for the sheep . 
[Priests are caDedio be] people w) 

S w to be like Christ in their fait 
service of therf flocks; even to ti 
point of sacrificing ibeir own lives 

In 1995 he was moved to ! 
Margaret's, Anfield, and give 
the diocesan/ portfolio of E 
rector of Evangelism. He ha 
been in this post for just over 
year and was beginning to mai 
a mark in the Liverpool dioces 
with hrs vispa of a Church as 
people who are confident i 
their faith find who feel glad l 
share it Gray’s decisive intelle 
told him Wfaar had to be doc 
and it wasjbis faith that gave hi 

courage £ complete the task; 

the only Way he could. 

Bernhard Sduunenuui 

Christopher John Gray, pries 
bom Portsmouth 2 January 196 
ordained deacon 1992, prie 
1993; Priest-in-Charge, St Ma 
gpr&'s, Anfield 1995-96; cGe 
Liverpool 13 August 1996. 


Mel Taylor 


Mcl Taylor was a pioneer 
rock'n'roll drummer, and a 
vital member of the Ven- 
tures throughout most of their 
career as America’s foremost 
instrumental rock group. 

Although Taylor was uot a 
founder member of the Ven- 
tures, he played on many of 
their greatest hits, including 
the 1964 re-make of “Whlk 
Don't Run** and their version of 
“Hawaii Rve-O". (he television 
theme-tune notable for its 
dramatic drum introduction. 

The art of pop drumming was 
liberated and given a great 


boost by the advent of Surf 
music during the early Sixties. 
Instrumental groups like the 
Chantays, who hit with “Pipe- 
line" in 1963, and the Surfaris, 
whose “Wipe Out" charted the 
same year, made heavy use of 
a compelling new tom-tom 
rhythm that reached its apogee 
on "Hawaii Five-CT. Rock 'n* 
roll until then had retied on a 
tightly knit shuffle beat, derived 
mainly from Rhythm and Blues. 

It was the strong blend of 
dynamic drumming and echo- 
ing guitars that gave the Ven- 
tures their special sound and 


appeal and made them one of 
the most influential bands of the 
Sixties, although they in turn 
were influenced by the surfing 
craze. 

They were formed in Seattle 
in 1959 by Bob Bogie and Don 
Wilson (guitars), with Nokie Ed- 
wards on bass and Howie John- 
son on drums. Their first single, 
“Whlk Don’t Run", was record- 
ed for Blue Horizon in 1959. a 
label formed by Don Wilson's 
mother. Copies were mailed to 
DJs, but the record only became 
a Top Ten hit and a million- 
seller. when it was released on 


the Dofton label in America and 
on Ibp Rank in Britain. It was 
the same year the Shadows 
scored their big instrumental hit 
with “Apache". 

The Ventures developed the 
policy of giving a guitar 
treatment to familiar themes 
and they had hit with “Perfidta” 
in 1960 followed by “Ram- 
Bunk-Shusb" in 1961. the same 
year Howie Johnson was injt 
in a car crash and was i 
lei Ta 

Taylor recorded 
and toured extensively with the 
Ventures and was heard on 


“Walk Don’t Run ’64", a re- 
working of their original 1960 
ML Although fashions changed 
and the Ventures’ popularity 
waned during the Beatles era, 
the group scored one of their 
biggest nits in 1969 with their 
version of “Hawaii Five -O'* 
which got to No 4 in the US 
Billboard chart 

Bob Hears, the Kinks’ drum- 
mer and author of a forth- 
coming book on percussion 
history, says Thylor was as im- 
portant figure and an excellent 
performer. He acknowledges 
that the early Ventures records 


made considerable impact on 
British groups: 

Ws'd never beard anything like those 
16tb-note beats on “Walk Don’t 
Run" on a pop record before. As far 
as we know Mel Taylor was the 
drummer on the second version, 
bat there is never enough evidence 
about these things. It conkl easik 
have been Sandy Nelson! And ifs 


. version of “Hawaii 
Fbe-O". Many believe it to be 
the work of session drummer Hal 

Blaine. 

In 1973 Mel Taylor left the 
Ventures to form' Mel Taylor 


and the Dynamics but returned 
to the fold in 1978 and remained 
with the band for the next 18 

years. They continued to record 

a stream of albums, many sole- 
ly for the Japanese market and 
usually featuring instrumental 
versions of the fits of the day. 
As their own hits dried up m 
Britain and the United States, 
the band increasingly turned its 
attention to Japan where they ■' 
became hugely popular and 
loured every year. By the mid-' 
Nineties their clangy guitar 
sound had become fashionable 
once more, thanks to the in- 
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BIRTHS 

ROSStTERiOo 1 ? August 19%, to Jan- 
ice (nee Hottonj and Timothy, a 
daughter. Catherine Helen, sister to 
Jennifer and not forgetting Peter. 

STEW: On 7 August, to Michelle (pec 
Mealorl and Tan, a daughter, Thbitha 
Alice Daisy. 

DEATHS 

McCULLOCH: Keith, on L3 August 
iWfc aged 41. Classics master at 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 

o — 

King's School. Worcester, cursed de- 
wledhr at home bv his wide Maureen, 
and his children Harriet, Frances and 


□ramie, who aD loved him my 
much. Keith’s mother and brothers, 
John and Stuart arc grateful to Man- 
xeen. the cfafcfaen ana the oaring (earn 
for ibe care shewn to Keith and far 
the help, tore and badness of friends 
and nagbhccn. Funeral »l the Prio- 
ry. Mahon, 31 August- at 1145pm. 

PEHBfe Carotene Richards, on Mbn- 
dav 12 August 1996- Wife of Rupert, 
mother of Graham. Peni Aleas and 
Q u ist uphe r. Oraudtnoifaer of SaDy 
and FjwT- At peace with bcndL 


Birthdays 

The Princess Royal, 46; Sir Charles 
Carter, economist, 77; Mr Jim Dole, 
actor, 61: Mr Edmond Deli, former 
nr. mui ettt nmiBw, and rfiairmm i 

Prison Reform That, 75; Mr Hans 
Fribmscb. moral painter and sculp- 
tor, 98; Mr James Flecker. Head- 
master, Azdingly College. 57; Mr 
Lukas Foss, composer, 74; Miss Jen- 
ny Hanley, actress, 49; Dame Wfendy 


Hiller, actress, S4j Miss Rita Hooter, 
soprano, 63; Lard Ingrow, farmer 
Lord-Lieutenant of West Yorkshire, 
79; Miss Joan Jefferson (Lady App- 
leyard), former Headmistress, St 
Swttbm’s School, Winchester, 50, Mr 
Jack Lynch, former Prime Minister 
of the Irish Republic, 79; Mr Edwd 
McMnian-Scott, MEP.47; Sir Patrick 
Nume, Chancellor, Essex Universi- 
ty, 75; Sir Kenneth Newman, former 


Commissioner, MeJropoKm Police, 
70; Maj-GmKnmeih Perkins. 70; Mr 
Oscar Peterson, jazz pianist, 71; Sir 
Oliver PoppteweG, High Court judge, 
69; Professes Sir Lean Radrinomicz, 
c r iminol o gBt, 90; Lady Jean Rankin, 
Extra Woman of the Bedchamber to 
the Queen Mother. 91; Mr Martin 
Redmond MP. 59; Mr Jack Russell, 
cricketer, 33; Sr Michael Rutter, 
child psychiatrist, 63; Air Vice- 


i^ucnj io lob epicon, /t; Lora 

Sleyn, a Lord Justice of Appeal, 64; 
Sir Stephen^ Tunrim. circuit judge and 
fanner CJtief Inspector of ftisons in 
England and Whies, 6$ The Hon 
william Waldegnme MP, Chief Sec- 

rctaiy io the Treasury, 50; Sir Ken- 

: . 


usuj •»azren.eagmeenngcansBi£ant, 
70; Air Vice-Marshal Sir W nfem, 
Wranen,57. 
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the leader page 


The timetable should rule out elitism 


T his morning a familiar scene is 
Everywhere, nervous groLT’tfll 

and of bitter 

student will JEffiES, 

OT de^nrr; others wiU rush home .0 
spread the good news or to lick thefr 
wounds ^ pi ^ t ij ere ^ be tb f ^ 

^m^ EngI ® nd Where S UCh 
extremes of emotion are being dis- 
played today. B 

Th^e scenes have barely changed in 
«m* A-levels to? 

1951, less than five percent of 18-year- 

? *? i°S the exan ^ and one in three 
failed Now a third take them and six 
oot sewn pass. In the Fifties about 
30,000 people went to university each 
year; this autumn 290,000 will do so 
With so many more people taking 
these exams, common sense would 
suggest that the pass rate should have 
gone down. After all, when only the 
very brightest took them they must 
have had a better chance of getting 
through, one might argue. But common 
sense is not always right. 

’ At first glance it does appear curious 
that the pass rates have continued to 
go up while the staying-on rates have 
grown, but there is no disputing the fig- 


ures. In 1968 the Arievel pass rate was 
65 per cent, while today it has risen to 
So per cent Not surprisingly, ihk has 
fed to anguished cries from the tradi- 
tionalist end of the political spectrum 
about falling standards- Those who 
would like to see the education system 
frozen in its Fifties incarnation argue 
that we are devaluing our q ualifications 
by allowing more and more people to 
pass. 

To some extent, they are right. Some 
education academics believe that 
expansion may have caused a gradual 
change in examiners’ perceptions of 
who should pass and who should fail. 
A candidate whose entry appeared 
only average among a narrow, elite 
group could appear very good among 
a much wider range of abilities. 
Although there has not been any grand 
conspiracy, the rapid rise in the pass 
rate — almost two per cent ihfc year — 
is probably due in part to these incre- 
mental pressures. 

But before we throw up our hanrk in 
horror and call for tighter codes of con- 
duct for examiners, or even demand the 
nationalisation of the exam boards, we 
should think carefully about what we 
want from our examinations system. 
Tfen years ago a policy decision was 
taken to expand the higher education 
system so that die proportion of peo- 
ple going to university would be closer 
to our economic rivals’. There are 
some die-hard elitists who hanker for 
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the old days when only a select and tiny 
band trooped off to college, while the 
rest got on in the university of life. But 
fortunately they are few: the right 
decision was to expand the numbers in 
higher education, not only because it 
is socially proper for the widest possi- 
ble range of people to have the oppor- 
tunity to achieve their full potential, but 
also because we need a developed 
workforce. The market for unskilled 
labour is shrinking, and, without a 
highly qualified workforce, Britain will 
not be able to compete. There is no 
going back. 

If we are ready to accept that our 


education system should aim to widen 
access rather than exclude all but a tiny 
proportion from its upper echelons, we 
must have on exam system to match. A- 
Ievels designed for a tiny proportion of 
students would be completely inap- 
propriate in the 1990s. So, naturally and 
gradually, they have changed to meet 
the demands of the modern system. 

Apart from the fact that numbers 
have increased, teaching methods in 
universities have changed beyond 
recognition. A-levels have adapted 
accordingly. In some subjects they 
have been broken down into modules 
that are examined separately rather 


than through a final exam, and as a 
result they fit more closely to the 
short-course approach that is used in 
universities. Even if such changes have 
allowed A-levels to become marginally 
easier, is that necessarily such a bad 
thing? At the moment 17 per cent of 
those who start a course still drop out, 
and a further 15 peT cent fafl- No exam 
system is working properly if it auto- 
matically consigns a third of its candi- 
dates to the scrap heap. 

But broadening the scope of A-lev- 
els is not enough. We need to measure 
and accredit students' achievements 
rather than setting up hurdles that only 
a small proportion can jump. 

There are other university entrance 
exams. Plans to extend special papers 
for the very brightest pupils are already 
afoot, and vocational A-levels are 
already in place in large numbers of 
schoofc. Many mature students win 
places by taking access courses set up 
for those without conventional quali- 
fications. Instead of trying to hold on 
to the past, traditionalists should throw 
their support behind these exams. 
Efforts are being made to update the 
A-level points system so that all stu- 
dents' achievements can count towards 
university entrance. They should be 
applauded and encouraged (as well as 
closely’ scrutinised). Regarding them 
with automatic suspicion is no help at 
all. 

At the bean of the annual row over 


A-level standards is a deep-seated 
61itism which is hard to shake. Even 
those who publicly support the princi- 
ple of access for all are less sure in then 
hearts that they really want it. But the 
fact is that education is becoming 
broader and more diverse, and that 
trend is not going to be reversed. If the 
examinations system & not allowed to 
catch up, it wfll look increasingly like 
a throwback to the 1950s. . — 

The trouble with 
kids today is. . . 

A h, those blue remembered hills! 

Then, of course, children roamed 
the countryside, climbed trees, picked 
bluebells, sailed wooden yachts and 
disappeared for afternoons on end. 
Now, as our report today reveals, by 
the age of 10 they are slapping on the 
lippy, plugging into the Net and imag- 
ining life with a mortgage, a motor and 
a mistress. 

Some of this is misplaced nostalgia, 
but some of it is genuinely regrettable. 
The evidence shows that watching a lot 
of bad TV and silly videos addles the 
developing brain. In our dries, danger 
on tbe roads imprisons children far 
more effectively than the fear of 
strangers. So parents, it's in your hands. 
Smash your tellies and sell your cars. 
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Crumbling 
morale in 
the RAF 

Sir: Your article “‘Nimrod on a wing 
and a prayer" (12 August) merely 
touched tiie surface of the 
problems the RAF and the military 
are experiencing. Both politicians 
and senior officers are constantly 
denying claims that there is any 
problem of morale or overstretch 
in today’s Air Force. In contrast to 
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people at the front line (which I do) 
you will find a force in real despair 
at whatthey perceive is a Jack of 
acknowledgement or 
understanding of their grievances 
and concerns. 

One only has to read the letters 
page of the in-house paper tbe RAF 
News to find constant references to 
“plummeting morale”, “bland 
reassurances*’, “enough is enough" 
and “really hacked off* from the 
embattled troops. The RAFs 
answer to these complaints was to 
announce that “letters critical of ... 
sensitive areas in the RAF ... 
would be subject to vetting"! Is this 
really the way to treat a 
professional, disciplined team? 

I have recently been described, 
in a national newspaper, by 
anonymous senior officers as 
“someone who has just been in the 
cockpit Someone who bas never 

been at higher levels or exposed to 
any proper argument and never 
bad anything to do with anything" . 

I acknowledge that I have never 
held senior office but I have been 
exposed to enemy fire in the Gulf 
and in Bosnia: I think this allows 
me to comment despite the fact 
that I did not spend my 15 years 
behind a desk. 

The RAF is overstretched, 
morale is at a dangerous low. 
people are unhappy with the lack of 
direction and leadership. The real 
danger in this is to tbe personnel 
themselves, becaase they have the 
“can do" attitude: their dedication, 
professionalism and pride will not 
know them to admit defeat: they 

can, however, be broken. If Uat 

happens the military and political 
leadership will have a monumental 
tragedy on its conscience. 

St Lieutenant JOHN N1CHOL 
Ripen, North Yorkshire 

Cynical ploy of 
the gun lobby 
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Obese in our time 


this cynical ploy for whai it is. 

We are told that there ^ a £600m 
firearms industry employing 50,000 
people. How much of this relates to 
non- imported combat handguns, 
rather than perfectly legitimate 

guns used for game sports and 
vermin control? Since a large 
quantity of handguns are 
presumably sold to police and 
military users, and will continue to 
be sold even If a ban were imposed, 
it seems unlikely that we are 
looking at the wholesale 
destruction of an industry. 

DAVID J BLACK 

Roxburghshire 

Sir: Last night, after a rare 
midweek drink with a friend, as my 

son is holidaying with his 
grandmother, I couldn't get mto my 
home as several roads were 

cordoned off by the pobce because 
we wore told there had been an 
“armed inddent". 

Suddenly the quiet genteel 
district of Netting HiH Gate where 
I live had become someihiMfiom 

an American ccm show - wmte 

barrier tape and swarms of ponce 
toying to placate an increasing 
f^S&Xed crowd, some of v*om 

sssssSBSis- 

was compounded this morning by 
the attitudes ol : these argmngfor 
the riahts of individuals who wish to 

jat-ssssv 
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have fdL Bui what. 


difference when it is on your own 
doorstep. 

GLORIA MORRISON 
London WJ1 

Sin Colonel Michael Badger ( letter . 
13 August) stales that “professional 
users” of firearms are not alkrwed to 
take their weapons borne. Some of 
ti» categories of “personal weapons" 
that the armed forces have are 
forbidden to civilians. Moreover, 
troops’ weapons are under 24-hour 
guard by adequately armed 
personnel. Is he suggesting that the 
same should apply to a central store 
of dviHan weapons? That could rally 
be performed by tbe pcdice. 

Shooting competitions take place 
all over the country. The participants 
have to travel many miles to 
participate (and some of these are 
international and Olympic events). 
Pistol shooters practise “dry firing” 
of their weapons in the same way for 
trainir^asobrumjeraandswmmers 
for their events, only at borne. They 
have the same dedication as do 
Olympic athletes. Must we allow one 
man to stop all of this sport? 

JM LEWIS 

Buckinghamshire 

Sin The Labour MP Chris Mullin 
tells us that the so-called shooting 
lobby is controlled by Tbry 
grandees. Surely some mistake. The 
majority of handguns are owned by 
skffled working-class people. They 
have invested a lot of money m their 
chosen hobby and will oot take 
Wwty to the Labour Bmy 
confiscating their possessions. Has 
Labour shot itself in the foot? 
DAVID DELANEY 
Leominster. Herefordshire 


Hume’s view on 
frozen embryos 

Sin Frances Kissling (Letters, 13 
August) professes to find a contrast 
between the Vatican and Cardinal 
Hume on the subject of frozen 
embryos. In his recent statement the 
Cardinal explicitly reiterated tbe 
Church’s teaching that “human life 
begins at the time of fertilisation, 
when a human embryo results from 
the fusion of egg and sperm. It is 
moralhr wrong to destroy such a 
human life even in its earliest stages." 

Fhr from “cool acceptance" of 
the destruction of frozen 
embryonic human lives, the 
Cardinal characterised it as a 
symptom of the moral cul-de-sac 
into which acceptance of IVF has 
led our society. Given a situation in 
which every proposed exit bristles 
with moral difficulties, the Cardinal 
preferred, on balance, the option of 
allowing embryos to die, once 
unfrozen - though not carrying out 
acts of direct destruction. He did 
not rule out the alternative of 
“adoption", subject to the Church’s 
further consideration of the 
significant difficulties involved. No 
authoritative statement has been 
issued by Rome expressing a view 
on these options. 

. Understanding of embryonic 
devdopment has evolved in the 16 
centuries since St Augustine, and 
quite radkally so in the pari 20 years. 
Contrary to wfaat Ms Kssfing 
implies, recent scientific knowledge 
tends to confirm rather than 
undermine the Church’s teaching on 
the beginnings of human life. She 
refers to “thousands" of Spontaneous 


abortions. This kiss of human life is 
not as profligate as implied (between 
8 percent and 12 percent according 
to reliable studies). But in any case, 
spontaneous abortion is no more an 
argument for procured abortions 
than spontaneous dying is for 
euthanasia. 

Ms Kissling also wonders why 
the Church has not advocated 
research in this area. In fact, the 
Cardinal called for research and 
funding for alternative means of 
treating human infertility that 
would be more successful than IVF 
and would not involve profligate 
sacrifice of early human lives. 

The Cardinal identified respect 
for human life as the central drive 
of the pro-life movement. 
Presumably “Catholics for a Free 
Choice" would think it right to 
restrict the freedom to choose to 
destroy human life in the womb at 
some stage prior to birth. 
NICHOLAS COOTE 
Assistant General Secretary 
Caiholk Bishops' Conference af 
England and Wales 
London SWl 


Crusaders 

Sin I read Robert Fisk’s article on 
the Crusaders (Z August) in which 
he refers to me as having visited 
him a few months ago. 1 rang Fisk 
on Friday 2 1 April 1995 (16 months 
ago) and announced to him the 
appearance of my booklets 
Message to His Holiness the Pope 
and wanted him to cover it Later in 
the day a Lebanese friend of Fisk 
visited me and got the booklet. 
While this clarification is mar ginal 
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to the good article Fisk wrote, yet it 
is necessary to pat it down. 

Dr GEORGES JABBOUR 
Former Adviser to the President of 
the Syrian Republic 
Damascus 


Royal economies 

Sin In holding the Japanese imperial 
family up as a shining example. Peter 
Martin (letter, 14 August) seems 
unaware that here considerable 
reductions mxpyal staff numbers 
have already been made since the 
last war, and now published reports 
on palace spending show that great 
economies have bwm achieved. 

Recently the Queen has 
volunteered to pay income tax (in 
addition to the indirect taxation to 

undertaken thebuiricn of tL: CfoT 
list payments to all her relatives. 
except faer-husband and mother. It 
would be quite unreasonable to 
begrudge the hard-working and 
deservedly popular Princess Anne 
her ti tle of Princess Royal. 
JENNIFER MILLER 
London SW15 


Birth of Figaro 

Monsieur: In her entertaining piece 



dramatist Beaumarchais 
‘'composed the libretto for Mozart’s 
Marriage of. Frgaro. Pas itot. The 
libretto was by the amusing old 
Lorenzo Da Ponte. Beaumarchais' 
various pfajs about Figaro and his 
chums provided the inspiration for 
this opera phis others by Rossini, 
Paisaello and Massenet. 

Dr DAVED DEVUN 
Cambridge 


Bad vibes on 
ultrasound 

Sir. I sit down for a moment's quiet 
read, feeling exhausted, sick and 19 
weeks pregnant, after a morning 
running around after my 16-month 
tornado. Tbmorrow Pm off for my 
ultrasound scan - modem 
technology with no side-effects- 
and what am I faced with in today's 
Independent (13 August)? An 
exposi on the safety of ultrasound 
scans. 

Great It appears now that there 
isa risk to the future speech 
system of my baby if I go through 
with it A small risk, but none the 
less the seed has been sown. We 
are currently enjoying our existing 
son’s dalliance with random words 
like turtle, sky, biscuit, so it seems 
he has escaped the threat of 

himself as a 19-week foeftii&lty 
going along tomorrow for the 
scan, now no longer ignorant of its 
potential dangers, am I knowingly 
putting the brain of this child at 
risk? 

I don’t think anyone will knew 
for sure by tomorrow, so 111 drink 
the three pints of liquid, hope that 
my bladder doesn't explode in the 
waiting room, and pray chat bad 
luck or bad rays don’t strike my 
baby. 

L HAMILTON 
Aldboume, 

Wiltshire 


Struggle for 
peace in Angola 

Sin Bob Hughes, Malcolm Harper 
and others (letter, 12 July) stated 
that Unita was the main 
impediment to the peace process in 
Angola. 

The quartering of the Unita 
soldiers has been slower than 
expected because of logistical 
problems which had little to do 
with Unita. Having surmounted 
them, Unita has now quartered 
more than 61,000 men, almost the 
total number of its soldiers. In July, 
Unita handed in its heavy weapons. 

Blondin Beye, the United 
Nations special representative in 
Angola, bas commended Unita for 
doing everything to carry out tbe 
Lusaka accords. 

We were surprised by the 
condemnatory sweep of the 
letter. The authors preferred to 
remain silent on the obligations 
of the Angolan government 
stemming from the accords. The 
last report of the United Nations 
Security Council, for instance, 
called upon the Angolan 
government to observe the 
disarmament of the armed 
civilians; to help in the creation 
of a unified, integrated army: to 
promote the obsecration of 
human rights; to allow the 
United Nations to start an 
independent radio station in 
Luanda. 

Thlk about the “quality" of Unita 
men who were supposed to go to 
the quartering camps is 
inappropriate. In the Lusaka 
Protocol, it is not stipulated that 
Unita ought only to bring fit 
combatants. Unita is a guerrilla 
force begun ip 1966 to resist the 
Portuguese and then to fight 
MPLA domination. Hoping that its 
ranks would be filled with 
thousands of Rambo lookafikesis 
to expect much. 

anibalkandeya 

United Kingdom 
Representative 
The National Union far the 
Independence of Angola 

London W1 
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analysis 


And man 


became God 


"These, " he waved his hand, 
“tire the incubators. "And open- 
big an insulated door he showed 
them racks upon racks of num- 
bered test tubes. “Vie week's 
supply of ova. Kept, ” he 
explained, "at blood heat; 
whereas the male gametes, " and 
here he opened another door, 
“they haw to be kept at 35 
instead of 37..." 

“ Bokanovsky's Process , " 

repeated the Director. 

But one of the students was 
fool enough to ask where the 
advantage lay. 

“My good boy!" The Director 
wheeled sharply round on him. 
“Can't you see?" He raised a 
hand: Ids expression was solemn. 
"Bokanovsky s Process is one of 
the major instruments of social 
stability /" 


were, in conformity with the 
law, to be destroyed, having 
reached the statutory age limit 


of five years. The outcry pro- 
voked by this slaughter of the 


twin merely confirms them in 
their fundamental faith (hat 
we are reaping the moral dis- 


S ixiy-five years ago, 
in Brave New WoHd, 
Aldous Huxley des- 
cribed a scene that 
has haunted the cen- 
tury: a ward of human babies 
in sterile tanks, gently 
swelling towards their per- 
fect, painless births. In his 
vision of the future, human- 
ity had mastered the science 
of genetics, and applied it to 
perpetuate a society of mind- 
less conformity ana leisure. 

This week, Huxley’s premo- 
nition came closer to realisation 
than ever before: a team of 
Japanese and British scientists 
announced that they were 
experimenting with a hi-tech 
tank in which a foetus would be 
able to grow to full term with- 
out ever knowing a human 
womb. 

It was only the latest of 
numerous news stories that 
have made evident that the 
future of science fiction spec- 
ulation is the future no longer 
it is already with us. Yet late 
20th century reality differs 
from the visions of dystopians 
like Huxley in that these sinis- 
ter possibilities are brought 
about not through the agency 
of an omnipotent state, but 
through the attempts of doc- 
tors and scientists, tenuously 
controlled by government, to 
add to the sum of human hap- 

E iness, or reduce the sum of 
uraan misery. 

Three weeks ago came the 
news that some 3,000 
unclaimed frozen embryos 


yoked by this slaughter of the 
innocents was barely stilled 
before the news emerged that 
a woman pregnant with twins 
had been granted what is called 
a “selective termination" to 
abort one of them, after claim- 
ing that she would be unable to 
cope with both. 

Again, mass moral panic 
ensued. The anti-abortion cam- 
paign had not bad such a shot 
in the arm for years, and its 
efforts to induce the mother-to- 
be to bear both twins were 
only cut short when it emerged 
that the abortion had already 
been performed. 

Finally there was the tragi- 
comic case of Mandy AUwood, 
pregnant with oetuplets after 
disregarding her doctor's advice 
to remain chaste while under- 
going fertility treatment who 
with her errant partner Paul 
Hudson has since been 
strapped to the roller-coaster of 


The challenge now for those who endorse 
liberal society’s achievements in 
reducing suffering is to find legislative 
solutions for these new questions 


tabloid celebrity. The outcome 
of her pregnancy remains to be 
seen. 

The subtext of all these sto- 
ries is that the moral ramifica- 
tions of the creation, preser- 
vation and termination of 
human life are intensely com- 
plex and hard to resolve. We 
have put in place laws and 
statutory authorities which we 
sincerely mist will ensure that 
what happens in the nation's 
surgeries and clinics is morally 
and medically satisfactory; but 
human frailty and the impera- 
tives of scientific development 
continually explode the com- 
fortable assurance thatwe have 
got it roughly right. 

In the ensuing confusion, it 
is the pro-life campaigners, 
with their dogmatic certain- 
ties, who have made hay: the 
widespread anguish about the 
incineration of unwanted 
embryos or the abortion of a 


corner with 4 dfo L; awn Jhighiy 
peculiar set or questions and 
problems, too. 

Many of them have surfaced 
in lay people's minds for the 
first time in the past few weeks. 
Here are some of the most 


pressing: 


Why must embryos die? 
Embryos die all the time: nat- 
urally, during a woman’s men- 
strual cycle, and in the embry- 
ologist’s laboratory because 
there is no certainty that a 
given embryo implanted in the 
womb will result in pregnancy, 
and if it , doesn't the doctor 
wants another attempt at it. lb 
enable him to do that means 
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Find our if you'fL- missing out. Ask the 
following questions: 


n. Can 1 cut the cost by up to a farther 
30% with vour discounts- 


1. Can 1 pay by interest free direct debit? 


2. Do you offer a no claim discount on 
home content* insurance? 


7. Will 1 receive automatic accidental 
damage cover for my TV, video and 
stereo? 


3. Ho you have j tree 24 hour helpline? 


y. Do you offer free legal advice? 


4. Will iiiv caver automatically increase 


over Christmas and before and after 


a family wedding - at no extra cost? 


3. Does your cover offer a 'new for old' 
replacement policy? 


If the answer is anything other than 
a straight yes. you’re talking to rhe 
wrong people. So make a move to 
the right people. Call Eagle Star Direct 
today, and get a free home decorating 
tips book with your quote. 
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creating numerous embryos, 
which, if not used, must then be 
:dot 


sowed. 

But it is those who acknowl- 
edge the pain of pregnant 
women appalled by the 
prospect of becoming mothers, 
and of infertile couples 
appalled by the prospect of 
childlessness, and who believe 
that if medical science can 
help them it should be allowed 
to, who have the moral 
dilemma - or, rather, multiple 
dilemmas. 

Human agency creates 
human responsibility. Left to 
itself, nature is full of failures 
and mistakes and waste. Mis- 
carriages, the wastage of 
embryos that fail to take in the 
womb, handicaps, sterility: all 
of these are the work of nature 
to which the blissfully simple 
response of the pro-lifers is 
endurance and resignation. 
But when, 18 years ago, Dr 
Ralph Steptoe engineered the 
first test tube baby, Louise 


disposed of. 

Awareness that their own 
embryos are (tying in the labo- 
ratory, while they themselves 
have yet to conceive, is one of 
the many traumas experienced 
by couples undergoing FVF 
treatment In order to avoid that 
trauma many couples opt to 
have their embryos frozen, giv- 
ing them the opportunity of try- 
ing for one or more further 
pregnancy in the years ahead. 
But it is only a way of postpon- 
ing the problem. Sooner or later 
they must decide to give them 
away to another, embryo-less 
couple, donate them to research 
or have them destroyed. Given 
that each embryo contains 
human life (but not, it can be 
argued, “persoohood”), none 
of the options is easy. 

The mass destruction of 
embryos in July was due to fact 
that an arbitrary five-year limit 
has been put on the storage of 
embryos which are un claim ed, 
and that limit was reached. 
None of the embryos - the 
product of some 900 couples - 
had been claimed. 


Brown, he accepted on behalf 
of his profession God's cre- 
ative prerogative - but was 
unable to claim God's immu-. 
nity front blame. Man has now 
established his own thriving 
corner of creation, but it’s a 


Does freezing damage embryos? 
The jury is out. A recent French 
report suggested some cell 
damage; in an experiment with 
mice bora from frozen 
embryos, the mke did fine until 
mouse old age, when they 
reportedly deteriorated fast 
But another report from Bel- 
mum persuaded at least one 


In what sense was the recent 
abortion of a twin a watershed? 
So-called “selective termina- 
tion" or “selective reduction" 
of foetuses in the womb has 
been carried out before, but 
only when multiple embryos 
implanted during IVF treat- 
ment have all taken, and the 
termination of one or more 
foetuses is necessary to 
ensure the wellbeing of the 
other(s). The case reported 
two weeks ago was the first 
time in Britain that a twin had 
been aborted for social rea- 
sons - because the mother felt 
that she would be unable to 
cope A -similar case was 
reported Tliesday, the preg- 
nant woman voicing her fear 
that her partner would leave 
her if she went ahead with 
having twins. 

The public's misgivings 
about the destruction of half a 
pair of twins for the mother's 
convenience, misgivings 
heartily stoked by the pro-life 
movement, has helped to re- 
open a more general debate 
about abortion. The original 
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The artificial creation of human embryos has led to pressing 
new dilemmas. Peter Popham asks whether scientific 
innovation has outstripped our social and moral codes 


British fertility dinic that freez- 
ing embryos was without risks, 
and they duty began doing it. 

Aside from the question of 
damage,- the freezing option 
raises the thorny problem of the 
psychological effect of their 
origins on children who might, 
if the British guidelines were to 
change, be bora long after their 
parents' deaths. 



Act legalising abortion in 1967 
was designed to eliminate back- 
street abortions: it was explic- 
itly not meant to sanction auc- 
tion on demand. Yet today, it is 
argued, the liberality of doctors 
means that an abortion on 
demand system is what we 
have: only 2 per cent of the 
184,000 abortions carried out in 
Britain annually for medical 
reasons. 


abortion procedures make 
grim reading, but concern 
about this practice, which Mrs 
Peacock shares with more 
than 50 other MPs, has also 
helped to re-igmte the abor- 
tion debate. 


What are the other reasons that 
abortion is back in the news? 
Last month the Conservative 
MP Elizabeth Peacock asked 
a question in the House of 
Commons about the occur- 
rence here of a method of ter- 
mination know as “partial 
birth abortion", which involves 
withdrawing the foetus until 
only the head remains inside, 
then piercing the skull and 
sucking the brains out until the 
head collapses. This grue- 
some-sounding procedure is 
common in America, but her 
question failed to elicit any 
information about its use here. 
Of course the details of all 


Why did Mandy AUwood con- 
ceive oetuplets? 

Because she disregarded her 
doctor’s advice. In the month 
that she conceived, she was 
taking a fertility drug and he 
had evidence that it was prov- 
ing more effective than 
intended. Accordingly he 
instructed her to refrain from 
sex. But she didn't. 


vately, at a cost of £700-£L500 
per cycle. Success is far from 
guaranteed: birth rates vary 
from 0 to 20 per cent, giving a 
national average of 14 per cent 
But other, less drastic forms 
of fertility treatment, such as 
the drug prescribed to Mandy 
Allwood, are far more widely 
available. It is the doctor’s duty 
to consider the health of bis 
patients, not their social or 
financial circumstances: there is 
no machinery for policing who 
may or may not be entitled to 
such treatments. 


Who decides who gets fertility 
treatment? 

IVF treatment the last resort 
for infertile couples who have 
tried everything else, is said to 
be increasingly hard to obtain 
on the National Health Ser- 
vice: patients are required to 
wait two years or more. As a 
result, more and more of those 
desperate for children are 
undergoing treatment p ri- 


ft^ 

with all this? 

Medicine’s ability to diagnose 
diseases prena tally is advancing 
by leaps and bounds: already 
genetic testing can identify foe- 
tuses suffering from conditions 
such as cystic fibrosis or mus- 
cular dystrophy. In the near 
future many other ailments will 
be tracked down in the womb. 
But the only treatment avail- 
able for such ailments is abor- 
tion. As parents are encouraged 
to adopt an increasingly con- 


sumerist attitude to their babies 
- demanding only perfection, as 
if they were buying an item in 
a department store - the idea 
of the sanctity of life becomes 
ever hazier. 

Ail the moral dilemmas 
thrown up by the develop- 
ments in embryology and con- 
nected fields stem from the 
urge to gratify the desires of 
women and couples - to have 
babies, not to have babies, to 
have more babies, and so on. 
The embryology revolution is 
one that liberal society has 
inspired and smiled on. 

The Whrnodc Commission, 
which reported in 1984y led to 
the setting up of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority of 1990, designed to 
regulate these issues. The fact 
that we are in a moral firestorm 
suggests that its remit has been 
outstripped by science. TTie 
challenge now for those who 
endorse liberal society’s achieve- 
ments in reducing suffering and 
increasing the sum of happiness 
is to find legislative solutions for 
these new dilemmas- 


Forgotten your car number? Make it up 


I can remember the number 
of the veiy first car 1 owned, 
a Renault Dauphine called 
RUN 169, but I cannot remem- 
ber the number of any car I 
have ever had subsequently. 

That includes the one I 
have got at the moment. 

Which has sometimes been 
embarrassing when I have 
been filling in registration 
forms at hotels or simply 
reporting to places with private 
car paries. “Car registration 
number?", says the form 
sweetly or the desk man 
roughly, and I sweat with 
humiliation. You can't say “It's 
G something, I think", because 
that is plumbing the depths of 
whatever the opposite of 
machismo is. Usually I wink 
and smile and say, “HI just go 
and have a look", and pop out- 
side to have a look, ana they 
smile when I come back, 
because they cannot imagine 
that I am possibly popping 
outside to hove a look and 
think I must be joking. 

But I am not 
Now, however, I have learnt 
to remember my car number, 
because it has been stolen 
from me here in Edinburgh, 


and I had to memorise it 
before I reported it to the 
police. I had parked the car 
outside the Pleasance, where 
I am performing, and when I 
left it it had two number plates 
and when I came bade it only 
had one. The front number 
plate had gone. It's strange 
how naked a car looks without 
a number on the front. Or per- 
haps it makes it look as if it is 
wearing a mask. 

"It’s almost certainty illegal 
to drive around without a 
number plate," my wife said. 
“We are almost certainly 
breaking some regulation 
evety time we go out in a car," 
I said. 

“True.” she said. “But sel- 
dom as obviously as by driving 
around without a number 
plate." 

True. So the next morning I 
got up, fed the meter and 
approached a friendly traffic 
warden. At least, he was 
friendly when it became dear 
I wasn't either gping to plead 
or argue with him. 

■ “I’ve had my front number 
plate nicked," I said. "What 
should I do?" 

He had no idea. He talked 



Miles Kington 


into the little phone on his 
shoulder to the boss. “There's 
a fellow here had his number 
plate stolen. What should he 
do ? Uh huh ... Aye ... 
right..." 

He turned to me. 

"Report to to the West End 
jjoUce^station in Toiphichen 

When a Scotsman says 
“Tbiphfchen”, it comes out as 
a cloud of saliva, but eventu- 
ally I gpt him to write it down 
and off I went to the West End 
police station, which is noi 
half as grand as it sounds - in 
fact, all police stations seem to 
acquire a dusty brown air of 
resignation and sloth from 
their birth, and this one was 
no different. 


“Took the number plate and 
left the car, did they?" said the 
policeman. “You were lucky." 

“But why would anyone 
want to steal a number plate?" 

“Well, these days a lot of 
cars are stolen to order, then’ 
they have to get a number 
plate to go with iu What's the 
number of your car?” 

I resisted the urge to say 
ttet I would pop out and have 

a look. In fact, to guard against 

this I had already written the 
number down on my hand. I 
sneaked a look. 

“It’s G357 UAM.” 

I wasn’t quite sure of this, as 

the way I had written the G 
looked like a C but it sounded 


where you should go in Edin- 
burgh to get car number plates. 
What I do know is that in the 
print shop round the corner 
from me they sell self-adhesive 


letters of just the right size and 
typeface for a number plate, so 


typeface for a number plate, so 
as a temporary measure I 
marched in and said that I 
wanted a G and a 3 and a 5 and 
a 7 and a U and an A and an 
M. Already I was beginning to 
memorise my number. ' 

“Sorry,” said the. man. 
“WfcVe got the rest, hut we're - 
out of the letter A." : . 

. After a little debate I 


bought a V and a hyphen, 
that l could turn the V upside 
down and stick the hyphen 
across to convert it into an A. 
Seconds later I was knee ling 
in front of my car, peeling the 
backing off letters, getting 
ihem stuck on my hand, peel- 
ing them off my hand and 1 
sucking them on to my car. 1 
now have the only car in i 

Edinburgh with paper letters 

on the from which look as if 
they had been arranged by a | 
child during her first day at 1 
kindergarten. But at least I 
can remember the number of" 
myear. 


near enough, and I thought a 
C reg car would probably be 
too old. (You can tell how 
much I know about care.) 
“Right," said the friendly 
policeman, waving a theft 
report form at me. “Thfee this 
and if anyone stops you, show 
them this. That'll get you on 
your way again. Well be in 
touch if we find a stolen car 


with your number. 
What he dicin' 


What he didn't say was 
whether or even where I should 
buy a new one. I don’t know 
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* Blair is a 

I Christian,*’ 

beE lv J* 

*S^“WhateveriS? 

^mkofhispojitjgaj ? 

portray hm as the De*flkf 
otss, clumsy move” “Mr 
Blair is depicted flashing his 
Charartensticallywinni®, 1115 
smne, reported the Dal 
Ej*fi but his eyes Le 
^replaced by thie 0 f a e 
demonic alien". “Vaifyims 

members of other polS 

Puerile exercise," 
thimdered the Bishop of 
Oxford, “and when that 
vuifying draws cm Satanic 
imagery..." 

. "5 Vho ^ ™hoa there, hang on 
a nunnte. What is all this 

• baloney about the Devil? The 
if Tbiyparfy’s poster of Mr Blair 

looking rather dashing in a 
mask has, as far as I can see, 
no connection whatever with 
the Homed One. Its 
provenance is perfectly 
obvious to aU- all that is, who 

have seen the Disney 
Hunchback of Notre Dame. 
They will have seen Mr Blair’s 
lovely features - complete 
with mask - on a harlequin 
character called dopin, a 

Cni7ftf) aTi-tininnn all 
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John Carlin 

In San Diego 
listens to a man 
who crossed an 
enduring divide 
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Who was that masked man? 
Certainly not Labour’s Lucifer, 

more a groovy Disney outlaw 


Master of the Revels afro 
rabble-rouses through the 
streets inviting the locals to 
mats of misbehaviour. Heis.it 
transpires, leader of the 

groovy outlaws at a Bohemian 

nightclub called the Cave of 
Miracles. 

He is, in other words, an 
absolutely modem hero — 
driven, hedonistic and on the 
side of right. And if there’s 
any doubt about Maurice 
SaatchTs subversive 
intentions in thus port rayin g 
the leader of the Opposition, 
just look at Qopin’s sidekick, 
the ortbopaedically 
challenged Quasimodo. Am I 
dreaming or are we looking at 


the features of Mr John 
Prescott, fresh from s coffin g 

fhh and rfitpc Qn the 

Cleethoipes strand? 

Tbe Rev Donald Reeves, 
Rector of & James’s, 
PkcadSUy, is something of a 
caution. Along with being the 
Bring embodiment of hyper- 
lflxral C h ris tiani ty; apart 
from having opened Ids 
glamorously- shed London 
church to every brand of New 
Age crystal-funcymg 
wexrdiosity and allowed 
mariket stalk and vendors to 
flourish in the annexe as if 
virtually begging some 
modern-day Christ to wade in 


The killing 
of Fr Gray 

The violent death of a priest outside his 
church has broken another taboo We are all 
diminished by it, argues Paul Vallely 

A nother death, tragedy. They are a violation of is augmented by one of moral 
another bound- some kind of trust, a compact outrage. That someone who h 
ary. This time it is whereby society brands some not taking risks for personal 
a vicar who has actions more than perpetually gain, nor even is just a casual 
died at the hands forbidden bat mans them, in bystander, but who is there tc 


A nother death, 
another bound- 
ary. This time it is 
a vicar who has 
died at the hands 
of a violent man. And so we add 
the blood of a priest to that of 
the London headmaster, Philip 
Lawrence, and the Dublin jour- 
nalist, Veronica Guerin, in the 
catalogue of those who have 
died in recent times while sim- 
ply doing their jobs. 

With each fr seems n new 
taboo is broken. There was a 
time in public imagination 
when non-domestic murder 
was something was restricted to 
ganglan d culture; our fear was 
contained by the supposition 
that, from the Krays to the 
Mafia or the modern warring 
drug-dealers, “they only killed 
their own kind”. No longer. 
Our age has become so inured 
to the casnalness of violent 
death that the average kfilingof 
a man in a pub brawl rates only 
a paragraph in the national 
newspapers, if fr makes the 
news at all. 

And yet there is still some- 
thing profoundly shocking 
about certain deaths. The 
teacher is stabbed during his 
attempt to impart moral cor- 
rection. The journalist is shot 
while fearlessly seeking after 
the truth. And now the priest 
dies in a pool of his own blood 
w hile making hims elf available, 
with great vulnerability, to the 
despised and rejected. 

They were people of ser- 
vice, doing their jobs - and in 
an exemplary manner— so that 

their deaths seem more than a 


tragedy. They are a violation of 
some kind of trust, a compact 
whereby society brands some 
actions more than perpetually 
forbidden bat marks them, in 
some unwritten way, as taboo. 
They break the limits that leal 
to chaos. like the death of the 
children of Dunblane or a tod- 
dler such as James Bulger - 
open, trusting, innocent and 

These deaths are 
a violation of some 
kind of trust, 
a compact 

epitomising everything we hold 
sacred about childhood - they 
strike at what society cherishes 
at its centre, where fr needs to 
be most secure. 

In part it is that our taboo 
against violence in general has 
been eroded. But such profan- 
ities strike at our hearts and 
reinforce a sense that older, 
better values are in terrifying 
collision with a new nihiusm . 
Statistics tell us that the world 
is no more violent a place today 
rhpn it was in previous eras; oar 
children are statistically as safe 
now as they have ever been. 
And throughout history, terrible 
crimes have always happened. 

Yet there is more to this 
than moral panic. When a 
nurse is attacked on a ward, or 
a doctor on his or her rounds, 
or an aid worker is killed in a 
far-off place, our sense of shock 


him into conffict with the ve^ed 
interests of the rich and pow- 
erful The bishop blown up in 
Algeria recently was regarded 
by his Islamic as s assins not as 
a culpable individual but as a 
symbol of the cultural and eco- 
nomic imperialism of the West. 

The only taking of a clergy- 
man in Britain in recent times 
was that of an elderly Catholic 
priest hit on the bead at his 
home by burglars in South- 
wark a couple of years ago. But 


and evict them; aside from 
setting np his church’s 
commercial concerns as a 
trading company called “St 
James’s PCC" - together with 
all these bold ven t ur es, Mr 
Reeves has developed a nice 
fine in explanatory rhetoric. 

. I have before me a 

newsletter from Charibmy 
with Shortbampton in rural 

Oxfordshire, where the rector 

has ran the local Coffeehouse 

for a year; with his friend 

Peter Peht. Xt has, Reeves tells 
Undrawn “mBd, friendly 
c uri os i ty as to why a priest 

should be running * 

business”. Vfeiy 
understandable. Bm instead 

of answering the parishioners’ 

curiosity by saying <# Ib make a 
profit", or “Because I am a 
colossal bread-head”. Reeves 
retreats behind a blizzard of 
exegesis. “Tbe Eucharist has 
come to mean so modi more 
to me since my imm eraoo in 
business,” be trips. “The 
bread and wine are not just 
ex p re ss ions of the bounty of 
God, they reflect different 
ways of pro du ction. 
(Bt fi fl u iii on exchange. 

The bread stands also for our 
exploitation of natnre, the 
bhternessof competition, fur 


hnaw« that msinn the rich 
richer and the poor poorer. 
The mac...” But yon get the 
picture. It strikes me as 
masterly fee way Mr Reeves 
justifies his capitalist 
endeavours by saying they 
encourage him to reflect or 
howawthl they are..., 

A friend has returned 
from his summer bob in 
1 JLtiie States, positively 
fig»ng with excitement. One 
moment he was stuck in the 
depths of New Hampshire, 
expecting little in fee way of 
fun and excitement Then he 
beard an announcement cm 
the car radio and rushed to 
the Hampton Beach Casino 
(“tite Great Yarmouth of New 


England", apparently) to 
catch the 30th anniversary 
concert by The Monlcecs, the 
ersatz but not unpleasing 
Sixties popsteis created bv 
television executives to cash in 
on the popularity of The 
Beatles. My friend watched 
entranced as the ageing 
pranksters bounced through 
“A Little Bit Me. A Little Bit 
You" and “Last Train to 
Clarksville" and their big hit, 
“Tm a Believer". He looked 
ai what the ravages of time 
had done to Davy Jones, the 
Shortarse English one, and 
Micky DoJenz, the Wacky one 
who was in Conti Boy, and 
Peter Tbric the Dimwitted 
drummer, and ... But there 
was no sign of the fourth, the 





Disney time: John Prescott and Tony Biair, obviously 


And then there were three - 
the Monkees 

Woolly Hatted one, aka Mike 
Nesmith. Why wasn't he 
there? My friend asked some 
nearby fans and heard the 
damnedest thing. 1 haven't 
been able to check its voracity, 
so it remains in the realm of* 
bizarre claims: Mike Nesmith, 
they said, is simply too rich to 
have to work; he's been that 
way ever since his mother 
invented Tipp-Ex. There now. 
Who says you can't learn 
anything from diary columns? 

Followers of the Tiibe dispute 
win have been weighing up all 
fee arguments and counter- 
claims advanced by London 
Transport and Aslef: pay 
percentages below fee 
inflation rate, cuts in working 
boors, all that. But a 
completely original {actor was 


introduced this week by Bob 
Crewe, assistant general 
secretary of fee IfelT. At a 
press conference broadcast on 
Carlton's London Toni$hi, Mr 
Crewe conceded that fee 
shorter working period offered 
by U was indeed an attractive 
prospect, but “Having more 
time off, my members will 
actually need more finance for 
leisure activities," and so they 
couldn’t accept a pay cut. 
Brilliant, eh? Give us more 
time off it argues, and you'll 
have to pay us more to 
subsidise it 
There was a time when 
“leisure" simply meant “not 
working”, and suggested a 
period of peace and quiet a 
stroll in the bosom of nature, 
a time of reflection, 
conversation, philosophical 
m turings, even romance - 
none of them (except perhaps 
fee last-named) activities feat 
involved any expenditure at 
alL Mr Crewe’s ingenious 
suggestion feat evrry second 
of one's leisure time should be 
spent in exorbitantly-priced 
“activities” suggests a man 
who has spent loo lung 
yanking one-arm bandits in 
places called "PUyland" and 
“Crystal Rooms". 
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is augmented by one of moral 
outrage. That someone who is 
not taking risks for personal 
gain, nor even is just a casual 
bystander, but who is there to 
help can be obliterated for no 
apparent reason underscores 
our sense of pointlessness. 

The killing of a journalist is 
a taboo long shattered in many 
parts of the world. Mobsters in 
the United States, taction-lead- 
ers in Bosnia, drag-dealers and 
even governm ents in Latin 
America have wilfnlfy mur- 
dered reporters in an attempt 
to silence them. But taboos 
are culturally specific. It has not 
happened in Britain and Ire- 
land, even in the face of 
decades of killing in Ulster, so 
the gunning down of Veronica 
Guerin docked both nations. 

In a similar way there is 
nothing new about fee murder 
of priests. Yet from Thomas a 
Becket onwards fee killing of 
clerics has most often been 
bound m> wife politics or polit- 
ical symbolism. Men like Oscar 
Romero may have been mod- 
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Scbooidifldreo pay their respects to the murdered heafenaster Philip Lawrence: some deaths seem more shocking than others 


Fr Christopher Gray was not 
killed merely for being in the 
wrong place at fee wrong time. 
He was killed in fee mundane 
exercise of his ministry which 
was to live alongside fee peo- 
ple who are most in need of 

help. 

The Church of England’s 
decision to maintain a presence 
in every parish in the country 
means that often in inner -city 
areas fee only professional 
actually living in fee area is the 
Anglican minister. The desti- 
tute, fee desperate and fee 
dangerous therefore stream to 
the presbytery door making life 
for the minister extremefy try- 
ing. And yet fee church is fee 
one place where people like 
that can go when everyone else 
has rejected them. 

The state deals with such 


people from behind the safety of 
fee glass-sheeted social security 
desk. It is part of our society's 
claim to civilised values that 
there are still men like ChrBto- 
pher Gray whose vocation is to 
deal face ’to face with the winos 
and drug addicts, some of whom 
can be extremely violent, and 
attempt to comfort them wife 
little more than a sandwich, a 
cup of tea and a chat 
Clergymen are nd trained to 
do this. It is a skill they pick up 
in their early years as carafes. 
Most priests become quite 
hard-headed about establishing 
the boundaries of such ministry. 
But if some, ‘especially the 
younger and more idealistic, do 
not find fr easy to draw fee line 
under an unsatisfactory 
encounter, that only reflects the 
extent of the sacrifice such a 


calling involves. In fee case of 
Christopher Gray - a person- 
able young man wife a brilliant 
academic background and 
great talent as a musician and 
linguist -it appears to have cost 
hi m his life. 

No wonder David Shepherd, 
fee Bishop of Liverpool yes- 
terday described fee killing of 
Fr Gray as “an event of sheer 
evil". Part of the nature of evil 
is feat it is incomprehensible. 

There is no making sense of it. 
It exists in some region beyond 
rational thought, where no 
explanation is possible. 

Of course, we attempt expla- 
nations, “If we ban guns our 
children's lives will not have ! 
been lost in vain,” say the par- < 
ents of tbe murdered chfloren 
of Dunblane. But it b a des- 
perate attempt to harter wife 


the unnegotiable, to make 
some inroads into the mean- 
inglessness and somehow nuke 
it understandable. 

The killing of anyone is evil, 
but where that person is work- 
ing for good that evil is partic- 
ularly exaggerated. It is m only 
cases like feat of Christopher 


Gray feat we seem to redis- 
cover our ability. and our need, 
to be shocked. But wife each 
shattered taboo the boundaries 
for that outrage recede.The 
next incident will seem some- 
how marginally less shocking. 
And we are all* diminished for 
feat. 


UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 
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THE CENTRAL FACTS FROM THE COURSES YOU ALWAYS MEANT TO TAKE, IN 25 LECTURES 


-c“t can be a grim busines, 
S the academic study of cwn>- 
jLedy. Students who are 
made to read Freud on jokes 
and laughter may never smile 
again. Fbr a start, fr is depress- 
briy difficult to make any 

true generalisations onthe 

subject George BeraffldSfow 
4 offered: “the popular defim- 
T tion oftragetfy is heaW drM» 
in which everyone shlg® 
the last act, fo^dybemg 
Ugbt drama, in which evtnyoce 
ismarried in the Ijrtact • 
But tins shot at de&utij« ® 
even less true ofcomedy than 

it is of tragedy. It b not evra 

true of Anstophanes-.fee 
iioct rnmiC playwrtgfll 


sacred, no family too royzd. no 
poet too laureate, no politician 
too major to escape tbe bad 
taste and squishy dung-balls of 
Aristophanes. 

But things changed from 
this fantastical interference in 
the contemporary world to fee 
relatively dkacbed gentiKty of 
the so-called New Comedy. 
Athens lost power and conn- 
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SMBS 

Marx Brothers. . . 

Aristophanes s con JL? 

the later fehceno^BCwere 

a world away frjmbuUw 
wife cucumber sandwiches- 

sgSSi 

backadeadpoeLTheac^ 

wore “S^Ljfn-and, ifptoy" 

^trous ta^arsa 

affairs, and ftm 
of phflosopheij egpS; 

tragedians was too 

politicians. No cow 


than 100 years later, fee plays 
called “comedy*’, exemplified 
by Menander, were so differ- 
ent feat you might wonder 
why they had the same name. 
Rich old men are hoodwinked 
by cheeky slaves, tarts have 
hearts of gold, babies are lost 
and found, and bey names pri 

in the end When the Romans 

came along, they foimd this 

kind of comedy ready-made, 



Week 2 Day A 

Comedy 

Visiting Lecturer: Oliver Tkplin 

Afimdexonmatton wU be set at the end of term. 

AH graduates will be a&arded a diploma and the ten best 
results v&rtcemc a yw's subscription to the Independent 
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And so we still h^e Lattn 

« Plautus and Terence 

Tnere was not much theatre 
h, fee Middle Ages, winch 
was not perhaps fee me* 
amusing of eras to be m. 
fgjne^cameto.nmana^, 
rforv wife a reassuring enatng i 
fhence Dante’s Dbme Com- , 
Jr much of it «t among the 

SL of bell With fee new 

S of the Renaisamxr, 

Roman comedy 

whole femDy of transforma- 



tions - fee commcdia dell ’arte 
in Italy, Lope de Vega and co 
in Spain, Moli&re in France, 
and so on. “Comedian” came 
to mean any actor, and so the 
Comddie-Fran^aise can put 
on innumerable tragedies. 
Shakespeare, however, broke 
down fee boundaries of fee 
genre irreparably. 77ie Afer- 
chant of Venice, for example, is 
described as a “Comical His- 
tory”; and if Troillus and Qcs- 
sda is, as daimed, a comedy, 
then it is a pretty sour one. It 
is hardly surprising feat old 
Folonius in Hamlet goes on 
about “ tragi cal-comical-his- 
! torical-pastoraL" 

Yet fee comedy of manners 
1 and foibles lived on. It per- 
petuated and endlessly varied 
its cast of cuckolded husbands, 
frisky widows, ingenious ser- 
vants, quack doctors and 
priests, old retainers, swag- 
gering officers ... and in fee 
end, “anyone for a wedding?” 

In this century fee label of 
“comedy” has often been 
applied wife a land of dark 
irony by such disturbers of 
fee peace of mind as Duren- 
matt, Beckett, Ionesco and 
Pinter. Lately on fee borne 
front, in this post-goon era, 
there has, however, been a 
return to the old Aristo- 
phanic kind of comedy, at 
least in radio and TV and 
stand-up routines, if not so 
much in. fee theatre (yet). 
Zany lunacies, cavorting 


sequences, grossness, ridicule 
of the great and the bad. 
especially politicians, parody 
of every art-form and sacred 
cow - only fee leather phal- 
lus is missing. Once again fee 
contemporaiy world is the 
shit and comedy is tbe fan. 

Comedy refuses to stand 
still (or long enough fen you to 
inspect fr under fee micro- 
scope. And if you tear a bit off 
for dose examination, it looks 
pretty damn unfunny (as 
Freud, Bergson, Bakhtin and 
others have so amply demon- 
strated). The most important 
general point is feat it is not 
enough to say that comedy is 
simply any performance feat 
aims to make people laugh. 
All sorts of buffoonery, and 
some sorts of sadism or of sad 
failure, can make people 
laugh; and yet they are an 
insult to fee name of comedy. 

What all comedy does have 
to do is to use laughter as its 
access to fee hearts and minds 
of its audience; fee desire for 
laughter is fee hunger that ; 
comedy caters for. This feast 
is made possible through 
laughter, and would be impos- 
sible without it. But fee laugh- 
ter is fee appetite, not the i 
meal itself, intbe hands of an j 
Aristophanes or Moli&rc or | 
Synge or Chaplin: lau ghing j 
matters can be serious food for ! 
thought. 

Tomorrow, Classical Music 
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Foul, abusive and embarrassing language 


it’s par for the course on 


Niccfcum 


A top trader on the London In- 
ternational Financial Futures 
and Options Exchange, the 
biggest derivatives exchange in 
Europe, has been fined for 
using "foul, abusive and em- 
barrassing" language against a 
member of staff. 

Colin "Ned’’ Kelly, who worts 
at one of Ltffe's most prestigious 
firms. Hills Independent 
Traders, was fined £500 for abus- 


ing one of the Exchange’s floor- 
based “observers". 


About IS months agp Mr 
Kelly, who is reputed to earn 
more than £250,000 a year, was 
the subject of a complaint that 
he abused a black trader. It was 
alleged that he jumped up and 
down, imitating a baboon and 
making monkey noises at the 
trader. 

Colleagues of Mr Kelly said 
the fine, levied in the past 
month or so and notified an the 


from scfaaoL The culture of ag- 
gressive “work and play" that 
prevails at Liffe is said to be fos- 
tered by intense competition in 
tie pits, where trading is carried 
out by hundreds of people in 
“open outcry”, striking deals by 
traditional fece-io-face methods. 

“Ws are not all like this, but 
there are some serious animals 
down there,” one trader said 
“There are some people who 
you would not like to meet in 
a pub at 10.30pm, after they 
have had a few drinks.” 

In one incident last year, 
trouble among traders flared af- 
ter a meal in a private dining 


tive severity. 

Each month, a number of 
fines of £50 or more are levied 
against Liffe's young traders for 
a range of offences, including 

tng canisit eacluid^moving 
out of their allotted positions, 
even fighting in the trading 
floor's pits, where business 
activity takes place daily. 

Mr Kelly’s behaviour was 
considered graver by Liffe’s 
disciplinary body because the 
person he abused was one of its 
officials rather than a colleague. 

Traders suggested the pattern 
of fines levieoby the Exchange 
is symptomatic of anaggressive, 
racist culture pervasive among 
Liffe’s traders, many of them 
young men who have come on 
to the trading floor straight 


“Sure there are 
people who will 
scream and 
shout This is a 
high-testosterone 
business’ 


room at one of London's most 
exclusive restaurants turned 
into an ugly fracas in which the 
police were called, although no 
criminal charges were brought 

On another occasion, a 
traders’ night out in a curry 
bouse in the Bride Lane area of 
east London ended in a fight 
when, in a case of mistaken 
identity, local Bengali youths be- 
lieved the diners were members 
of a neo-Nazi organisation. 

In September, sniffer dogs 
were brought on to the trading 
floor after a young trader was 
ranghf with cannabis. Other 
traders said that while spot 
searches had reduced the like- 
lihood of drugs being discov- 


ered, the use of cocaine and 
“speed”, or amphetamine sul- 
phate, was stffl relatively com- 
mon among traders. 

One trader who no longer 
works in the pit but deals by 
telephone, saw: “You have to 
remember that we are talking 
about people who may be trad- 
ing on their own behalf and 
could be losing several thou- 
sands of pounds in a matter of 
minutes. It's hardly surprising 
that in the heat of the moment 
they could scream abuse at 
each other.” 

A trader who has been at 
Uffe for some 18 months, said: 
“If you are black you will get 
called nigger, jangle bunny or 
things like that. Some guys will 
just have a go. Racism should 
not be a thing that happens but 

a stre^^fermromne^it does 
go on.” 

Another trader, a member of 
the Uffe board, who refused to 
be named, said: “Sure, there me 
some people who will scream 
and shouL But this is a high- 
testosterone business, with 
those working in it aged be- 
tween 18 and 30. Some are even 
younger. The things they get up 
to are typical of your average 
working-class kid. 

“I can honestly say that thing: 
Uke racism don’t go on here. I’ve 
got an Asian and a West Indi- 
an guy working for me and they 
don't get any abuse. 

“There night' be the odd 
word, like if you have a certain 
i of hair they might call yon 
f. But if you were balding, 
you might be called Skull. It is 
part of banter and will come 
from your own colleagues, not 
from other firms.” 

While up to 30 per cent of 

those on the Uffe floor are now 
women, most carry out badc-of- 



Fever pitch: Colin ‘Ned’ Kelly (circled) has been fined £500 for unruly behaviour against an official observer on the Liffe trading floor 


See functions or are “yellow- 
jackets", runners between 
traders and their firm’s box. The 
Exchange said yesterday that it 
does not keep, records of peo- 
ple from ethnic minorities who 
work on the floor. 

Karin Foisekc, director of op- 
erations and surveillance 'at 
Liffe, yesterday re fused to give 


details of any fine levied op, 
Kelly, saying it was not the Ex- 
change’s practice to announce 
disciplinary action taken against 
members. MrKeDyoould not be 
contacted for comment. 

Steve Hills, joint mauagzqg di- 
rector of Hflis Independent 
■Baders and also a member of 
the Uffe board, confirmed yes- 


terday that Mr Kelly had been 
fined by the Exchange. 

“One of the things that high- 
light a good trader is ‘pit aware- 
ness 5 , where you are aware of 
whatis happening 20 feet away 
even when everyone around 
you is shouting their heads- 
o£L” Mr Hills said. - 
. “Colin is tall and very broad 


and when he shouts, I can 
sometimes hear him 20 yards 
away in my box, above all the 


Other shouting. 

“I think Cofin was upset that 
one of his trades was not heard 
and he may have fell that he was 
being ignored. He moved across 
the other side of the pit [to make 
the trade] and was then asked 


[by an ‘observer’] to get back. 

“He may have shouted at the 
official a bit Colin now accepts 
that what he did was wrong and 


that whatever happens you do 
i at the referee. 



pricing formula 


CHRIS GOOSMARK 

Business Correspondent 


The gas industry regulator, 
Of gas, is to wait another week 
before releasing its controver- 
sial final price formula for the 
British Gas pipeline business. 
TransCo. Sources within British 
Gas suggested the differences 
between the two sides over the 
price controls remained un- 
bridgeable, and TransCo em- 
ployees were now starting the 
lengthy and complex task of 
preparing for a referral to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

Ofgas said the final propos- 
als, which ore the subject of one 
of the most intense arguments 
ever between a regulator and 
privatised utility, will be un- 
veiled next Wednesday. The 
final formula was originally 
due at the end of July but was 
delayed until “mid-August". 

It” is believed British Gas 
was under the impression that 


publication would take place to- 
day, and interpreted yester- 
day’s announcement of a final 
date as a further delay. 

An Ofgas spokesman insist- 
ed the regulator, Clare Spot- 
tiswoode, who returned from a 
fortnight’s holiday on Mon- 
day, “will only put something 
out when she is good and 
ready.” He continued: “this 
weekend will give us time to 
reflect over the proposals”. 

British Gas was yesterday 
playing down suggestions that 
a compromise was impossible. 
But a source said TnmsCo’s 
“formula review team", which 
has been working for months on 
the price controls, was prepar- 
ing to go to the Monopolies 
Commission. “We’ve done an 
MMC inquiry before [in 1993[ 
and we are getting ready again. 
It is our understanding that Of- 


duction in the size ofTtansCo’s 
asset base from around £I7bn 
to between £9bn and £1 lbn, on 
which it will be allowed a to 
earn a rate of return. The 
change would cut its revenues 


from next April by 20 per cent 
cent, equivalent 


to 28 per cent, equivalent to a 
£30 art off the average domestic 
bill. British Gas has warned this 
would mean a reduction in its 
revenues of up to £850m, which 
could only be achieved by cut- 
ting up to 10,000 jobs and 
putting service levels at risk. 

British Gas's deputy chair- 
man, Philip Rogeison, had a 
long meeting with Ms Spottis- 
woode on Monday night, but 
neither side is thought to have 
backed down on the funda- 


mental sticking points. The 
idt 


gas arc starting to put togeth- 
er their case for the MMC 


as 


well," the source said. 

Ofgas has proposed a re- 


meeting was understood to 
have been in the form of a dis- 
cussion. rather than a negotia- 
tion on any of the basic issues. 

Yesterday the Gas Con- 
sumers' Council urged the reg- 
ulator not to back down. 


Granada earmarks media 
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MAIHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 


Granada Media Group, part of 
Gerry Robinson’s hotels and 
leisure conglomerate, has ear- 
marked as many as six US joint- 
venture partners to co-deveJop 
television programmes for sale 
around the world, as a step to- 
wards expanding its interna- 
tional media business. 

The company is also in talks 
with at least two UK cable op- 
erators - Nynex CableComms 
and Telewest Communications 
- about developing “City TV” 
cable channels in Manchester 
and Liverpool. 

The news emerged yesterday 
as the group, headed by Dun- 
can Lewis, the former boss of 
telephone group Mercury, un- 
veiled an across-the board man- 
agement restructuring aimed at 
streamlining operations in the 
UK and increasing opportuni- 
ties abroad and at home. 

“We looked at what other 
global companies are doing in 
the sector, and considered 


where we wanted to be in three 
years’ time," Mr Lewis said. 
“The new. structure should 
strengthen our capabilities.” 

At thecore of the restructur- 
ing is a split between broadcast- 
ing and production, aimed at 
giving the production side 
greater freedom to supply pro- 
grammes to other broadcasters. 
A. new division, dubbed Granada 
Vision, will explore markets out- 
side the company’s core UV 
businesses - London Weekend 
Television and Granada, the 
ITV franchise far the Northwest 
The newly formed Granada 
ttdcffitipgw; 
rid Uddeit 


by David Uddeiment, while 
Grans 


lada International Produc- 
tions, which wil] focus on pro- 
duction particularly for rTV, 
will be jointly run by Jules Bums 
and Andrea Wonrors. All three 
executives were previously in 
senior positions at Granada. 

An outride appointment is to 
be made within a few weeks to 
head Granada Vision, which will 
also be responsible for the 
group's joint venture with 


BSkyB to launch satellite. ser- 
vices later this year. 

The restructuring is the lat- 
est in a series of moves by ITV 
companies to prepare for the 
onset of multi-channel televi- 
sion, and follows similar 
changes at Michael Green’s 
Carlton and Lord Hollick’s 
United News & Media, which, 
owns the Anglia and Meridian 
regional ITV franchises. 

In his first interview since ar- 
riving at Granada Media Group 
earlier this year, Mr Lewis 
stressed the changes would not 
lead to jab losses, and said the 
regional nature of the compa- 
ny’s two franchises would not be 
jeopardised. “We are keeping 
separate production operations 
for both Granada and LWT” 

The changes suggest Grana- 
da will attempt to exploit over- 
seas markets for its range of 
drama, comedy and entertain- 
ment programming. But there 
will be a special emphasis on lo- 
cal programming which could 
include community television 
channels for Manchester and 



Duncan Lewis: llte media 
group Is being restructured 


Liverpool, in league with local 
cable operators. 

Mr Lewis added that Granada 
was stiS not convinced about the 
prospects for digital terrestrial 
television in the UK. “We aren’t 
yet sure the numbers really 
work," he said. Granada wffl sup- 
port the rest of the ITV sector 
in taking up the Government's 
offer of space on the digital 
spectrum for the “simulcastmg" 
of existing ITV programming. 


Former taxman makes a killing with fantasy war games 


NIGEL COPE 


A former lax inspector who runs 
his business from a Portakabin 
in Nottinghamshire is proving 
to be one of the winners in the 
cut-throat toys and hobbies in- 
dustry of the 1990s. 

In a market increasingly 
dominated by computer games, 
Tom Kirby's Games Workshop 
is recording booming sales and 
profits. Operating as both a 
manufacturer and retailer, the 
company produces a range of 


fantasy war games based on the 
Warhammer theme. 

While the UK and US toy 
markets are seeing sales vol- 
umes down by 5 per cent year- 
on-year. Games Workshop 
yesterday reported a 47 per cent 
increase in profits, making £9m 
on sales 40 per cent higher at 
£45m. 

The company opened 25 new 
shops last year, taking the total 
to 118 world-wide.Tts monthly 
magazine. Mtiie Dwarf, which 
gives users tips on new game 


strategy, is selling 100,000 
copies a month. 

Updated versions of the mini- 
ature toy armies are launched 
regularly and shipped from the 
factory next to the Fortakabin. 
Teenage boys and older gener- 


for September. Mr Kirby, a 
Yorks hireman who even ad- 


ations rush to snap up the ad- 
vith 


ditions to armies with names 
tike Orks and Goblins, Dark 
Elves and Imperial Guard. 
Devotees often play the warrior 
board games for days, or even 
weeks. A new game called 
Warhammer Battle is planned 


dresses City bankers wearing 
jeans and a T-shirt, says the suc- 
cess of the company should 
come as no surprise. 

“I know we make toy soldiers 
but we quite definitely do not 
see ourselves as being in the toy 
market We are dealmg with en- 
thusiasts who love their hobbies. 
In our shops we teach people 
bow to play the games and 
how to paint the characters. It 
becomes an obsession. It’s com- 


pletely different to buying a few 
toys and then chucking- them 
away." __ 

He likens Games Workshop 
to the hobby companies of the 
1950s such as Hornby and 
Meccano. “Kids' teens is when 
they get really interested in cer- 
tain things. Some stay with us 
for just a few years, others stay 
for life. We always say that our 
main competition is sex and 


drags and nock V roIL People 


go to college and they 
Other things." 


Games Workshop is already 
looking for new markets to ex- 
plore. U has started an opera- 
tion in Hong Kong and has yet 
to sell its games in Japan, where 
Mr Kirby feels they will be 
popular. 

- The company also Jbas oper- 
ations m Europe, where safes 
rose by 69 per cent '.last year, 
Australia and the USLln Amer- 
ica the <»mpaity has switched to 
direct selling after struggling to 
End suitable distributors. 

The company has proved 


hugely lucrative for Mr Kirby. 
Shares in the company have 
tripled in value since floating on 
the stock marker at U5p in 
1994.- Yesterday they rose a 
further 3p to 447p. 

Earlier this year Mr Kirby 
sold shares worth just over 
£3m, though he s not pfenning 
a-hoge spending spree. 

“I arn from Yorkshire and so 
is my wife. We’ve put it in the 
building society, though we 

might buy a little cottage by the 

sea.” 


BICC 

falls into 
the red 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 



#> 


not have a go 

Mr Hills said he backed Liffe’s 
get-tough pointy against traders, . 

particularly in cases of abuse of -. 

officials. f ; 


BICC, the cables, construction 
and property group, dived into . 
the red in the first half of 1996, 
hit by", new. restructuring J 
charges, write-offs and further 
provisions at its Balfour Beatty 
contracting subsidiary. . 

Hie group yesterday unvefled 
further plans to restructure " 
KWQ, its German cable malting 
division, just nine months after J* 
a previous widespread shafce-up * 

of the business. Another 170 jobs 
are to go in Germany, taking the ; 
workforce down to 670 com- 
pared with 1250 a year ago. 

Chief executive Alan Jones •. 
said the previous world-wide . 
rationalisation programme was 
beginning to contribute im- 
proved results. “The German . 
cable market has, however, 
shown no signs of improve- 
ment in the first half of 1996 t; 
and, although losses in KWO in ’ 
foe fixsLhatf-year were much re- r 
duced* it has been necessary to . 
give further consideration to the 
group's position in that market.” ' 

After the closure of an oper- 
ation malting electric cable for - 
the construction industry, 
BICC’s operations in Germany . 
wiD in future be focused on two - 
\mits making telecommuniea- ' 
tionsMd power utility cable& . 
The£25m cost, of which £9m will 

be m rash, formed part of a £65m 
exceptional charge announced w 
yesterday. The provision, whkh . 
comes after a £127m charge::! 


fest year, turned profits of£6Qm ... . 

of £2nx in “ ,J ‘ 


into a loss of £2m in the rix 
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months to 29 June. BICC is hold- 

mgthe interim dividend at 4p. “ 
Respite a 5p rise in the shares « 
to 320p yesterday, the figures . -. 
“^appointed some analysts, - 
who cut full-year forecasts, .. '{ 
Investment Column, page 18 " 


SIB to seek changes 
at metal exchange 


The Securities and Investment 
Board, the Gty regulator, will 
today recommend changes in 
trading practices at the London 
Metal Exchange in the wake of 
the Sumitomo copper scandal. 

The SUB review began after it 
emerged in June that Japan’s 

Sumitomo Corporation had run 

up losses of £L8bn (£l_2bn) in 
unauthorised copper deals. 
Sumitomo, winch is one .of the 
world’s largest copper dealers, 
blamed its chief trader, Yasuo 
Ha man a ka, who was promptly 
sacked. 

The news led to volatile cop- 
per trading on the LME, where 


the majority of trades take 
place. The SIB renew covers 
and associated derivative 
traded both on the LME and 
the counter. 

The SlB*s investigation into 
oumrtomo and the LME was 
conducted in tandem with' die 
Jfnous Fraud Office and the 
Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission of the US. Last 
week the SFO raided the Eng- 
bsh homes of two directors of 
Winchester Commodities, a 
metal trader. • 

• Sumitomo expects that its 
wvn investigation wfll be com- 
pfeted within six months. 1 - 



L 


:/ 





S-rge stvj 


■‘r .1 !'S» K.— S. •' 
‘ -.'-f 

4T- Tp: •• • 

2 LT.:rir, ft!* i. 

Vuvi! ! 1,‘rikr riw 
-iU arris- 




*3'I 

•fieri 


PffeBrtlwv 


2?^ 

II -•‘..l.v • 

-.1 •’ . 


1-Wi) Jfcf * 
!■,. 


Z*"' •••'•- 

>4!.. 

s flta.v' l 7 


r-!: v - 

: -i ... 


JM . •• .1 : _ - . 


fe4 lV 










k-,. 


.... 




‘ :.4v 




KZ'' r *‘w 


f| fr r . 


■■I ri|| 


IN.- 







,* • 1 • 




,VVn •• - 

V '“‘.i H, 

V ' '"-T 


<>■* -■'« 









/ . 


a*, V-.V 








6 


•pear 
■long 
. >niun 
r m«f 
the 
i (he 


.JT .1 
/ 



: ,r'\_.; V ?3ri-_ .':• ■ 

i$*ek 


t mi* taupe. 

uiwpwgwid 

^itio 


■AitftifeV 

^uwMradcx* 

Mnfi&tiKrif 


:c 


m 


p.*fo 

with 


iumtiuvitofl 
» -dived mil* 

r«*f i**. 

rxJrw-iUHng 

■mliurthi'i 

i tiotn Bvaiiy 

wiy 

rtumictuir 
rnnkm# 
ituttiw after 
srfifcflfeMqt 

tthttriang tfar 
to tW txin- 
Jitat tto. 
Aloft lone*. 
tewfeTwAir 
gr imwh’uw t 

itiftm? ■ ■■ttnir-r 
fc OctthtHt 
l^PWW- 
tfosnnnv- 
wSf ita.tyw : 
wmX&Hin 

UtMBCkfV- 
jttC MBr y Tt> 
flU#» vJ HR 

fcrtmwfa-t 

M£a»ejk?i- 

T.'-.lfc&itrv, 

it O w tmm v 

ij»V . 


r«ntt 

rd - 

tWtach 

9&S& 

mm**? 

Kfc: 




*NT^**A 

IMwtftefc 



MClo 

‘•■king 
in\T- 
v thy 
ihu 
; >'«ing 
mg io 


-cimn 

mnui 

uHkt 

(ialirs. 

nawfli 


illingto 


intmcnl 
head of 
■n Hie 
•topping 
.jufuii> 
King fm 
r.v when 


le.uk-rs, 
i June 
!.• uHi 
i l I k Ur- 
ip’i who 
i» H*mc 
v.ir loin, 
: pi uni ol 

U liTHkt 
i • kllill.l 
. 1 1 isir.ein 
ic I Vino- 
.u> vane 
•«.»:. -nh- 
u'.iufi llic 
Jiokv-. 


r n 

rs 

ork 

ss 


<11 ir.'-ro- - ' 1 


...inwd« I'- 

:;J1 

i ,.!crh.- 

..-.•lU-iJ 


I' li!" ; 
in. ■»* jnJ 


,. ‘I -a-Hi v 
. _.....; :H-‘ 


. * . i‘1 


. .. : ::K‘ U ; 

.. 




• . \i ur 


. i • ■' .m 

1 ,l " ..-fri- 1 -" 

. \ mm .' ■' • "" if .j 


» ■A 


■ i .H' 1 , 


Jh‘ 


■ Al' : ■: 
.. \: f,L ' 


.. ••* ■■*' ‘ .M 


\5: *•. 




"- : "" i. , 




j-. **;* 


■ l • ••;•* 

» >i - . .'* 

1 : ..••»•* 




17 



business 




. 


There is a lot wrong 
with Cadbury and 
Greenbury, but they 
are an honest attempt 
to deal with past 
abuse, an attempt to 
safeguard legitimate 
shareholder and 
public interest They 
are not attempts to 
manage by 
prescription, and Sir 
Stanley knows it’ 


Dixons chairman tries to divert the attention 

Kahn ?* cirainnan of Dnons, has 
Oahyays been a businessman who sneaks 


— .-~:r uuMiieswoan wno speaks 

£““*■ *>e was at it onlhree 
fronts^ fiilminadng against Tony Blair and 

cSSl SJ?* ° aUy Ma3 ' ^ casUgating 

Cadbuiy-style ooiporate governance mhS 
™al report. The three tlrings nnghlto most 

wSf 660 ! } ? r: p^ Jinr ^ted, bur for Sir Stan- 
they plainly cany a common theme. He 
^aigsje^ulatKm in all its various guises, lb 

^ ^ to stand for the SttdM 

a wShh 1 ^^ 15 ^ 5 8X111 “^gement aStto 

of ^ 

Sir Stanley is 


changed ai all and he Svcs 
c °^xmnaent to a minimum wage 
and the Social Chapter poses a serious threat 
n 5^ eSS ‘i ikl?s ^ se ’ ^ doesn’t believe m 


„ j, uc uucau l Q 

? < S? iy and Greenbury, or as he put it in 
tne Dixons annual report, “management by 
nrescrintirm” c,vc»«VTJ7j ,5T ■ 


pTWcription”. Sir Stanley doesn’t speak for 
all businessmen, naturally, but his views are 


-g — J ■ ■ ui uuiuiu, 

too. The old mistrust hasn’t gone and as we 
approach the. election, it win increase. 

But Sir Stanley, though he makes good 
fronts, is wrong about the perils of regula- 
tion. Free markets don’t work without rules 
and regulations to curb abuse. To ihnt must 

also be added that market economics will be 

seen to have failed without some form of 


Britain’s opt-out from the Social Chapter 
and its refusal to impose a minimum wage 
gives some businesses in Britain a very sig- 
nificant competitive advantage over these in 
countries that have takes these things on 
board. If Sir Stanley really believes that 
Europe is for long going to allow Britain io 
have all the benefits of the EU without hav- 
ing to abide by any of its social dtsdpUnes, 
then he is being naive. 

The same is true of the capital markets 
where Sir Stanley seems to want the advan- 
tages without conforming to any of the rules. 
There is a lot wrong with Cadbury and 
Greenbury, but warts and aO, they are an 
honest attempt to deal with past abuse, an 
attempt to safeguard legitimate shareholder 
and public interest. They are not attempts 
to manage fay prescription, and Sir Stanley 
knows it. But then if you are paying your- 
self dose on a million a year, you’ve got to 
find some way of diverting attention from 
it, haven't you? 


A long and difficult 
road ahead of BMW 


accounting rules to the 
and loss account of any British 
apany tends to have an unpleasant effect 
the bottom One. But that alone is not 
enough to explain why BMW does not now 
expect a positive contribution from Rover 
until some time in the next mitignnim- 


com: 

on 


Indeed, one of the enduring mysteries of j 
1994 was why on earth BMW thought it 
worth paying British Aerospace £800m to 
take Rover off its hands. The market was 
hardly at a peak - unlike five years earlier 
when Ford paid the outrageous sum of 
£l_6bn to acquire Jaguar - and there was not 
exactly a queue of buyers lining up outside 
BAe's door. In truth, Rover was barely prof- 
itable and then only became of the perfor- 
mance of the Land Rover-Range Rover busi- 
ness which masked heavy losses in Rover's 
main car division. 

At the time, however, Bemd Pieschei- 
srieder, the BMW chairman, preferred to 
speak mistily of resurrecting the Riley and 
Wolsley marques while Rover executives 
confidently predicted that there would be no 
loss of indentity on the grounds that “when 
you have a fine claret and a fine burgundy 
you do not mix them in the same glass". 

Well, it has taken a little over two years 
for the party to end, the hangover to set in 
and BMW to reach for the Alka Seltzer. 
After leaving Rover largely to its own 
devices, the Germans are, tike a rash, sud- 
denly all over Longbridge and Cnwley. It is 


easy to sec why if you subscribe to the view 


lohn Lawson at Salomon Brothers. He 
says Rover has some of the worst produc- 
tion economics of any European car maker. j 
a range which is ageing more quickly than j 
most of its counterparts and a model J 
replacement programme which could soak | 
up £3bu in the next six years and still leave I 


it trailing in the wake of even the much- 
maligned Renault. 

While (he analysis might be extreme, at 
least some of it must reflect the concerns 
being aired in Munich. Rover’s production 
tines may be flexible. Bui to be making only 
10 models yet using eight different platforms, 
when VW will be turning out seven limes 
as many cars on half the number of platforms 
has to be the economics of the madhouse. 

It has taken Ford seven years and some 
fearful accummulaied losses to begin mak- 
ing headway at Jaguar. BMW looks to be at 
the sari of an equally long and difficult road. 
Mr Lawson says it will depress its share price 
by 15 per cent for the forseeahle future. One 
thing is certain, the pain will be felt ns much 
in the Midlands as Munich. 


Selling British Energy 
at any price 


A nother day, another minor hunt ilia i ion 
for what looks mercifully, like being the 
last big privatisation for the forseeable fu- 
ture. Tucked away in the prospectus for the 
British Energy flotation is a fascinating lit- 
tle paragraph which just about sums up ihc 
lengths to which ministers were prepared to 
go to get this one away . 

We will not bore you with the legulcse, nor 
the casual butchery done to the English lan- 
guage in its drafting. Suffice it to say that this 
paragraph gave the international managers 


syndicating the offer carte hlancltc to sell the 
shares to pretty much anyone they could find 
provided they were prepared to underwrite 
those bids and buy back the shares should 
they be sold within three months. 

Now it is normal practice in privatisations 
for the Government and its advisers to 
ensure lha> the institutional hook is of the 
highest quality. The last thing they want is 
investors of dubious pedigree shorting the 
offer or unloading stock in the immediate 
aftermarket. Indeed the sanction usually 
bandied around is to threaten to exclude any 
institution engaging in such behaviour from 
future privatisations. 

In the ease of British Energy, the Gov- 
ernment and BZW were clearly concerned 
less about the provenance of the bidders and 
more about the colour of their money. Not 
that Cazcnovc or Capels would put fast 
money into the stock, you understand. But 
what about the other members of the syn- 
dicate? Sirring in Whitehall it Is impossible 
to vet the credentials of every investor in 
southern Italy. 

We are assured that the proportion of 
shares subject to this unusual underwriting 
arrangement was "not significant". Bur the 
arrangment si ill speaks volumes tor the con- 
duct of the sale as a whole. Perhaps it is just 
as well that the Treasury has nothing left in 
the cupboard to sell. Except of course the 
12.5 per cent stake it is still left holding in 
British Energy even alter doing even thing 
it could think to offload the stock. 


Economy: Rise in average earnings sparks fears of renewed inflation 

■ Sharp fall in jobless rate 
signals pick-up in growth 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 


Unemployment fefl by a much 
bigger margin than expected last 
mo n th, piwiding a boost for the 
Government and another sign 
that underlying economic 
growth may be picking up. 

But economists feared that 
upward revisions to average 
earnings figures were an indi- 
cation of inflationary pressures 
in the pipeline, reducing the 
chances of further cuts in in- 
t^rest rates. 


’The seasonally adjusted job- 
by 24,100 it 


less total dropped by 24,100 in 


July to 2,126,200, its lowest 
level since March 1991. The 
consensus forecast by CSty econ- 
omists had been for a drop of 
around 14,000. The Office of 
National Statistics also said 
June's fall in unemployment at 
16,000 was larger than the pre- 
vious estimate of 14300. 

The unemployment rate last 
month was 7.6 percent, though 
the male rate, at 103 per cent, 
compared with a rate for 
women of just 43 percent. Gov- 
ernment statisticians said July’s 
fall, the largest since March, was 
out of line with the recent 
trend, with reductions in the 


coming months expected at 
around 15,000. 

Figures for unfilled vacancies 
at job centres were also buoy- 
ant, rising by 11,500 to 230300, 
the highest number since Jan- 
uary 1989. 

Kevin Darlington, UK econ- 
omist at stockbrokers Hoare 
Govett, said: ‘■Unemployment 
continues to trickle down faster 
than anticipated. These figures 
give the dikinct sense that be- 
hind the scenes the economy is 
more buoyant than perhaps 
other statistics are suggesting." 

John Monks, general secre- 
tary of the TUC, pointed to re- 


George steps up opposition to cut 


The Governor of the Bank of 
England, Eddie George, 
stepped up his opposition to 
further interest rate cuts when 
be met Kenneth Clarice, the 
Chancellor, last month, writes 
Chris Godsmark. 

Minutes of the meeting, 
published yesterday, the first 
since June's quarter-point rate 
redaction, revealed that the 
Governor advised “strongly 
against any further interest 
rate cut on the basis of the 
present evidence". 

Be told Mr Clarke that since 
.die base rate cut, to 5.75 per 
iRent, there had been nothing in 


file economic figures to alter the 
Bank’s view that rates should 
have remained at their previous 
level of 6 per cent 

In reafitji Mr George ex- 
plained, the reduction might 
have made matters worse, by 
putting the Government's in- 
flation target at risk. 

He said: “Last month’s cut in 
interest rates would, in itself 
have increased the risk to the in- 
SatJon target Tb that extent it 
may have brought forward the 
time when interest rales will 
need to rise.” 

In response, Mr Clarice, with 

masterly understatement, ad- 


mitted that he and the Gover- 
nor were “stfll sHgfrty apart on 
the decision to cot rates”. But 
he claimed there had been no 
difference of opinion in last 
month's meeting about the 
need to maintain rates at their 
current leveL 

Economists interpreted the 
minutes as farther evidence of 
a tougher approach by the 
Bank. Garan Barr from 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
said: “Eddie is dearly saying 
that Ken Clarke wifl be taldng 
a real chance if he tries to cut 
rates again. He wffl lose aO cred- 
ibility with the markets." 


cent survey evidence showing a 
fail in the number of people em- 
ployed. “The fall in daimant un- 
employment is welcome, but is 
nol a reliable guide to what is 
really happening in the labour 
market There KStffl no sign that 
the economy is generating more 
jobs.” 

The number of people out of 
work and claiming benefit in 
July fell in every region, though 
there were signs that the gap be- 
tween north and south was 
opening up again. The biggest 
reduction was m the South-east, 
where the rate stood at 7.1 per 
cent The lowest unemploy- 
ment rate was in East Anglia, 
at 53 per cent, while in the 
North the jobless total stood at 
9.7per cent 

... There. was Jess good news for 
the Government m the average 
earnings figures. The surprise 
fall reported in underlying av- 
erage earnings growth in May, 
from 3.75 per cent to 33 per 
cent, had been revised bade up- 
wards in the statistics published 
yesterday. The new estimate for 
May was 3.75 per cent, with the 
same figure for June. 

Economists differed over the 
significance of the revision. Ga- 
ran Barr, from Deutsche Mor- 
gan Grenfell, said: “By the end 
of next year I think you will see 
inflationary pressures really 
building up. Average earnings 
could rise as fast as 5 percent” 



Walking naan: The headquarters of Munich Re which has made a US acquisition Photograph; A P Photo/Frank Augstein 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


Munich Re. the world’s largest 
reinsurance group, said yester- 
day it planned to acquire the 
third-ranked US reinsurer 
American Re for $33bn, boost- 
ing the German group's share 
of the lucrative US market. 

The Munich-based insurance 
giant said its S65-per-share 
offer had the backing of the US 
firm’s directors and its 64 per 
cent owner, investment firm 
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts. The 
takeover should be complete by 


Munich Re in $3bn 
bid for US insurer 


the year-end, it added. US au- 
thorities ami minority share- 
holders have yet to approve the 
deal w’hich Munich Re said 
was hammered out “in a mat- 
ter of w eeks". The offer price 
represents an 11 per cent pre- 
mium to American's price be- 
fore the announcement. 

The move would triple Mu- 


nich Re's reinsurance business 
in the US, the world's biggest 
insurance market. It eomes 
amid growing demand for firms 
that offer reinsurance - the 
way insurers protect themselves, 
from exposure to risk from pol- 
icy claims. 

Analysis welcomed ihe 
acquisition as a long-term strate- 


gic move but were concerned at 
the seemingly high price being 
paid. 

“It's a pretty full price when 
earnings are approaching a 
cyclical peak. It also ignores any 
goodwill or amortisation." said 
Tom Bennett, analyst at Paribas 
Capital Markets. ' 

Munich Re shares declined 
DM473 to DM3335 on the 
news. 

It said that its latest acquisi- 
tion would increase premium in- 
come from reinsurance to 
DM223bn (£9.Sbn) and over- 
all income to DM37bn. 


In Brief 


• City Centre Restaurants, the Deep Pan Pizza to Garfankels 
group, closed 6p lower at U7p after oonouncmg profit forfoe 
It months to June only 2.4 per cent higher at ^.4^-Refar- 
bishmenl costs knocked £870,000 off operating 

otherwise 133 per cent better than a year prevmi^. James bfagjr, • 
chief executive, said that the second half year had started welL 

• Conrad Ritblat, the property group which acquired Er d roan 
jfL foSral yeas.' Dividend mse 10 per cent to 6-325p. 
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Gehe set to renew bid 
for Llqyds Chemists 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Gehe, the German pharma- 
ceutical wholesaler, yesterday 
gave the firmest indication yet 
it it was ready to renew its tnd 


Mr Eick said a “fair number” of 
potential buyers bad come for- 
ward, most of them existing 
drug wholesalers in the UK. 

But he warned that both the 
requirement to sell the opera- 


and rural bidders Unit 
were lari month oven qualified 
approval by the British compe- 
tition authorities to go ahead 
with their offers, subject to the 
sale of most of Lloyds’, whole- 
sale depots. 

Speaking in London yester- 
day, Kari-Gerhard Eick, Gehe's 
finance director, said: u We are 
trying to fulfil the remedies 

erf Tirade andtodu^^famder 
to come up with the next tad. % 
hope this can happen fester 

than the deadline of 18 October. 

It is not only in our hands, but 
also those of the OFT” 

Gehe must satisfy the Office 
of Fair Trading that it has 
reached heads of agreement to 
sell seven of Lloyds’ 10 ware- 
houses fay the October deadline. 


fions and Lloyds’ recent profit 
would aff 


warning would affect the value 
of the business. 

“It is strange if you have to sdl 
a business and find buyers for 
a business you really don't know. 
We have not had time to do due 
diligence.” The seven ware- 
houses had a turnover of be- 
tween £130m and £140m, on 
which a normal margin of 
around 2 per cent was expected, 
he said. That implies the busi- 
nesses could be valued at any- 
where from £20m to over £40m 
to Gehe, Mr Eick suggested, al- 
though he stressed uiat, given 
their poor recent performance, 
the derations would be sold for 
much less. Other sources have 
suggested they may fetch less 
than £5dl 

Last month's warning by 
Lloyds that second-half profits 


would be hit by uncertainty sur- 
rounding the bid “has to have 
an influence on the question of 
valuation", Mr Eick said, al- 
though he added that it was “not 
a logical consequence that that 
changes the bid price”. Much 
would depend on ihe attitude of 
UniChem. 

UniChem hinted strongly yes- 
terday that it was ready to renew 
its bid aL dose to the original 
price. U said that, after two yeats 
of scrutiny, Lloyds’ strategic 
value to the group remained the 
same. “W: had always token the 
view that we would have had to 
make disposals of wholesale 
depots and we factored this 
into our original thinking.” 

The group is thought to have 
had around 25 oppressions of in- 
terest for the six warehouses it 
is being forced to sell by the DTL 

Gehe revealed that AAR its 
British wholesale and retail op- 
eration with which Lloyds would 
be merged, had lifted operating 
profits by 48 per cent to £243m 
m the six months to June. 


Mortage costs at 20-year low 


Romes are now more afford- 
able than at any time in almost 
twenty years, a report for the 
TSB bank claimed yesterday. 

Buyers throughout Britain 
.typically spend £25.40 every 
month on a mortgage out of 
evay£300 they take home, ac- 
cording to the TSB’s Affbrd- 
abffity Index. 

That figure is based on data 
for ihe second quarter of the 
ar, and compares with £30.90 
r the corresponding three- 
month period last year, repre- 
senting, a drop of IS per cent. 

TSB, which believes homes 


have not been so affordable 
since 1978, reckons the cost of 
servicing a mortgage wiD fell to 
its lowest level by Christmas 
when homeowners will spend an 
estimated £2530 on their loans. 

Bui a probable 1 per cent in- 
terest rate increase and gradu- 
ally rang house prices could see 
that figure rise to £29.10 by the 
e nd of next year. 

TSB’s mortgage marketing 
manager Steve unsaid- 'This 
is excellent news for would-be 
hoDsdwv^j^aixiungtoroovem 
the next few months. And ft. could 
even act as a trigger for those 


people considering a move in the 
near fa lure." 

John Stewart, an independent 
housing analyst who compiles 
the TSB Index, said: “The com- 
bination of April’s tax cuts, 
lower mortgage rates and faster 
average earnings growth have 
helped improve affordability 
over rhe pari few mouths. These 
factors hove been more than 
enough to outweigh the nega- 
tive impact of a slight increase 
in bouse prices. 


’And we're likely to enjoy the 


benefits in terms of affordability 
until at least the end of the year. ' 


SBC hails 


'excellent’ 
Warburg 
first half 


JOHN WOLCOCK 


Swiss Bank Corporation 
claimed yesterday that the in- 
tegration of British investment 


bank SG Wirbure had been sue- 
>• compk 


cess fully completed, as the 
Swiss group unveiled first-half 
earnings up 34 per cent due to 
higher commission and trading 
income. 

SBC refused to supply sepa- 
rate figures for Warburg which 
it boughi in the spring of Iasi 
year. While integration of the 
securities operations has gone 
well, many of Warburg's lead- 
ing corporate finance people 
have left, and some corporate 
clients have also defected. 

"It’s been difficult for some 
people to reconcile themselves 
to the fact that UK corporate 
advice and finance, while im- 
portant, isn’t so i mpor t an t if you 
look at SBC as a whole,” said 
one source. Analysts say that 
SBC took an aggressive line to 
the integration. 

SBC chief financial officer 
Peter Wiiffli said Warburg's 
first-half performance was 
“ excellent". He said that tbe 
British merchant bank had met 
the goals set at the time of the 

acquisition, although these were 
not specified yesterday. 

_ The smallest of Switzerland's 
big three banks said net profit 
rose to SFr722m (£388mj, at (he 
lower end of estimates, from 
SFr540m last time. 

Last week Union Bank of 
Switzerland - the countty's 
biggest bank - posted a 33 per 
cent net profit increase for a 
period that analysts have called 
the most turbulent six months 
in Swiss banking history. 


Graduate 


Graduate plus is the 
marketplace with editorial and 
recruitment targeted at both 
undergraduates and graduates 
with 2 - 3 years relevant 
experience 


See page 20-23 
section two 


Jo book your advertisement 
call the Graduate Team on 
0171 293 2312 


Every Thursday in the 
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BICC is still turning that comer 

The switch-back share price of BICC r pTJ'J7i T VTTrt? Q rn Tiff T 7 » XT rn Pat ttti if XT consumer items such as cookers and 
.iver the past five years reflects the -*■ -El J-J -L 1 N V ill O X JXL ill IN X V_^ vj Xj U JVi. JN sinks er ew stroiudv. the demand for 


The switch-back share price of BICC 
over the past five years reflects the 
number of times hopes have been 
dashed that the cables and construc- 
tion group might at last have dinted 
the corner. Optimism is now riding on 
prospects that Alan Jones of Westland, 
who arrived as chief executive last year, 
is at last sorting things out. The latest 
interim figures suggest the group’s re- 
covery has a king way to go, despite the 
enthusiasm of the market in pushing 
Lhe shares Sp higher to 320p yesterday. 

Profits before exceptional items 
edged up £3m to £63m in the six 
months to June, .leaving underlying 
earnings per share fractionally higher 
at 6.6p (&5p). The real disappointment 
lay in a further swathe of exceptional 
items and provisions after last year’s 
whacking £127m write-off, which 
looked like a kitchen sink job at the 
lime. BICC is taking a further £65m 
of exceptional charges, of which the 
German cables business accounts for 
£25 ra and most of the remainder re- 
lates to a belated act of realism about 
the development site in London's Spi- 
talfields, cutting its value to just £3Qm. 

To be fair, Mr Jones hinted strongly 
at the rime of the full -year results in 
February that Germany would require 
further action in view of deteriorating 
market conditions in the wake of a price 
war there. Following the decision to get 
out of cable for the building industry, 
me knife is being taken to the retained 
high-voltage power cable operation. 
Thai should boost margins and there 
is welcome news that the market is 
showing signs of stabilising after the 
recent action to reduce capacity fay the 
big players, which as well as BICC in- 
clude Alcatel and Siemens. 

There is scope for optimism that Mr 
Jones can deliver on nis aim to raise 
return on capital in cables to 20 per 
cent Action taken so far was pre- 
dominantly responsible for lifting prof- 
its from BICC Cables, which groups 
operations in Europe, the Middle 
East and Asia, from £37tn to £5lm. 
Meanwhile, the consolidation and re- 
focusing of the North American busi- 
ness saw underlying profits rise from 
£6m to £&m, when stock gains and 
losses are ignored. 

More of a question mark bangs over 
BICC's ability to revitalise Balfour 
Beatty in the forecast 18 months. 
Stripping out a maiden contribution of 
around £9m from three British Rail 
track maintenance operations acquired 
in April, there was a loss in the region 
of £8m in the half-year. Success in win- 
ning private finance initiative pro- 
jects and management changes wflf not 
be sufficient in themselves to do the 
trick while markets remain so difficult 
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Mr Jones is doing a decent job, but cir- 
cumstances remain against him. Pre- 
exceptionai profits of £134m this year 
would put the shares on a forward mul- 
tiple of 20, which is pretty demanding. 

Glynwed rescued 
by acquisition 

Thank goodness for Victaulic, the plas- 
tic pipes and fittings group that Gtynwed 
acquired a year ago for £150 hl Wife 
out hs£83m contribution in the half year 
to June, the Aga stove to metal pro- 
cessing group’s interim figures would 
have looked even more disappointing. 

Victaulic s profits limited the damage 
at the pre-tax profits line to a 3.1 per 
cent decline from £4 1.5 m to £40_2m but 
there was a price to pay. Earnings per 
share, the more important measure of 
course, emerged 17 per cent lower at 
10.99p (13.23p) as the profits were 
spread more thinly over an enlarged 
share register. 

The problem with Glynwed is that 
despite its best efforts it remains wed- 


ded to the UK and German economies 
and especially their consumer and con- 
struction industries. The Victaulic ac- 
quisition added a slug of less cyclical 
ucilily pipework but the group is more 
dependent than it might admit on a 
marked upturn in the general economy. 

It is also a victim of, and unable to 
control, the volatile metals price cycle. 
The price of stainless steel last month 
dipped below the previous low for the 
metal struck in January 1994. Alu- 
minium has also been on a downward 
trend for more than a year. That led to 
a 6 per cent reduction m turnover from 
the division and a halving in profits to 
£6.1m. 

That took the shine off Pipe Sytems, 
which benefited from the inclusion of 
Victaulic to see sales rise 84 per cent 
to £U&5m and profits up a handy 49 
per cem to £15 An. It is now second only 
m profit terms to the metal processing 
arm, which chipped in a broadly un- 
changed £17. lxn as the mix of business 
changed to higher-margin steel work. 

The last of Glynwed 's four divisions 
(down from six as part of an ongoing 
attempt to refocus the group into 
growth areas) was a curate’s egg. While 


BICC: AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £1-34bn, share price 320p 


Trading record 
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consumer items such as cookers and 
sinks grew strongly, the demand for 
drainage systems, covers and gratings, 
especially m Germany, was weak. 

ftiD ywforecastsemeigod fromyes- 
tertiays quite heavy downgrades at 
about £85m this year and £96m next 
The recovery will come eventually, 
but in the meantime a prospective 
prioe/eamings multiple of 14, at 33 2p, 
falling to 12 is high enough. 

MAID is worth 
waiting for 

MAID has always been the ultimate jam 
tomorrow stock, investing heavily for 
a pay-off later. Now, just as the supplier 
of on-line inf ormation and research 
looks to be fulfilling its promise, there 
is talk of takeover. Potential predators 
include Reuters and Rced-Elsevier, 
though any takeover would need to be 
agreed by founder Dan Whgnerandthe 
other directors, who control around 40 
per cent of the shares between them. 

MAID has a highly regarded product 
but is a relatively small player in a mar- 
ket being scrapped over by giants. Ri- 
vals indude Renters, Dow Jones, Reed 
Elsevier's Lexis-Nexis and Knight Kid- 
der's Dialog, to name a few. These com- 
panies have deep pockets but their 
systems lack some of the refinements of 
MAIDs higher- prire service which sup- 
plies business information such as news- 
paper cuttings and market research to 
its subscribers. MAID has a head start, 
the challenge is to make that count. 

The aockof^Dld is the huge US mar- 
ket, which is where MAID is investing 
heavily. It was largely expansion across 
the Atlantic that caused it to slip to a 
pre-tax loss of£1.9m m the second quar- 
ter compared to profits of £197,000 in 
the same period last year. 

MAID now has 11 US offices, of 
which seven have opened this year. 
Some L200 new corporate subscribers 
were signed up in the second half, of 
which two-thirds came on stream in the 
second quarter, more than forecast. 

MAID has already signed partner- 
ships with manufacturers like IBM and 
service providers such as CompuServe. 
Other deals are Hkely with cable and 
telephone companies or even manu- 
facturers of band-held computers such 
as Psion. Internet growth will also help. 
- Losses of £5m are predicted this year 
before bouncing back to profits of £Z5m 
die year after. The shares finished 3p 
higher at 271p yesterday, capping a 
good, if volatile, run since flotation at 
the beginning of 1994. If you can stand 
the ups and downs, bold on. 


Swiss banking culture ■ 
affects Warburgs results 


City Diary 

John Willcock 


I received a startling phone 
call from SBC Warburg’s 
press office in London yes- 
terday: “Just to say that SBC 
TOiburg’s results are out, 
but there won't be any sepa- 
rate breakdown of Marburg's 
activities, either in the 
figures or on the phone." 

Um, right It seems like 
only yesterday when SG 
Warburg’s old annual report 
would slam on to the desk, a 
good half an inch thick. Be- 
fore it was taken over by 
Marcel Ospel and his Swiss 
gnomes, Warburg's results 
were illustrated by countless 



k-,:' 


No longer- Warburg merited 
just three lines in SBC’s half- 

year results announcement. „„„ 

It is as if the whole history Hans do Gier. Results at SBi 

of financial reporting by in- _ . 

vestment banks is going into &er, new it was in Pimlico, a 
reverse, with less and less be- different phone district 
mg revealed. Perhaps next In vain did the BOC 

year SBC’s executive chair- protest that Pimlico is itself m 
man in the UK, Hans de Westminster. Now dial’s how 

Gier, will be denying it owns to keep customers happy, 
a British bank at all. . . 

A colleagu e has just received 

Everyone knows what a mess an exciting brochure Hunting 
the British phone system has him to “the global business 
got into over the spiralling event of the century," a seitu- 
n umber of phone numbers nax featuring Tbm “Peter 
required One suggestion has Principle" Peters, Dr Stephen 
been to give everyone their “7 Habits of Highly Effective 
own portable number which People" Covey and Peter 
they ran takft with them “Fifth Discipline" Senge, 

whenever they move.- three of the biggest selling 

The British Chambers of business authors ever. 
Commerce, no less, expected This sounds great, thought 
to be able to do just tins my colleague. An opportuni- 

wben it moved its headquar- ty to meet these prophets 
ters recently just 400 yards face to face and discuss ideas 
down Victoria Street in with them. Until he read the 

London to new offices. small print: “A world-wide in- 

BT said no; the BCC teractive satellite seminar. . .“ 

would have to get new num- At the back of the four- 
bers. It had been in Western- page brochure it transpires 

Granada recently unveiled proposals for a series of new tele- 
vision programmes;, including one on cooking. Not to be out- 
done, Carlton then trumpeted its own cooking programmes 
to be hosted by meD-known telly cbeft. Granada has hit back, 
saying: “IPs a useful thing to own Forte, which employs NSco 
of Chez Nico fame and Marco Pierre White." 

Analysts take notice. Obviously there were synergies be- 
tween Granada and Forte, after alL Hang on. Granada also 
owns Little Chef and Happy Eaten *And now; a new series on 
fried breakfasts...*’ 


JSSteSSlHSltsat SBC Vfartiurg have been downsized 


i that in order to enjoy this 
event, beamed to 40 nations 
and 30,000 people, you will 
I have to attend the National 
Motorcycle Museum in 
Birmingham. The three gurus 
I will be beamed by satellite 
from Lexington, Kentucky, to 
discuss “how to make your 
I team UNSTOPPABLE!" 

Prices start at £233,83 pe r# 
person. I think i’ll borrow 
the books from the library. 

peter Jarvis, group chief ex- 
ecutive of Whitbread, must 
be pleased as punch. His 
Macke son Stout has just won 
gold medals at the World 
Beer Cup and the World 
Beer Championships. 

So forget Atlanta. The 200- 
year-old recipe, brewed in 
Samlesbury, Lancashire, has 
i succeeded where so many 
athletes failed, and has just 
been launched in the US. 

In contrast to the mighty 
Guinness. Mackeson tastes 
quite sweet, which Mike 
j Morris, Whitbread's export 
director, thinks is an advan- 
tage: “Sweet drinks are popu- 
lar in a number of diverse 
I countries and Mackeson prdp 
vides a very full flavour which 
j is enjoyed around the world." 
Make mine a pint. 
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GRAND PRIX 
g 96 RACE 
SCHEDULE 

Belgian GP 

August 25 

Italian GP 

September 8 

Portuguese GP 

September 22 

Japanese GP 

October 13 

Overall Tap 
50 Dream 
Teams 

fifty t oo— an hi 
|aW 1st pftoMwi 
wttb SIS points 

1 Jumpin’ Jacks 
1 Bilbie Racing 
1 Maddisons 
I Crisp One 
1 The Pits 
1 Pippa's Pole 
Positioners 
I A1 A Carte 
I The Fortv One’cre 
1 GR1 
1 Elfuleiha 
1 KBS Team 
Lightening 
1 Gee czar! 

1 Equinox 
1 Shcrbie's Stars 
1 Farrahs 
1 Sky Clad 
I Cordys G7S 
1 Mine’s Marauders 
1 Herb's Flyers 
1 Dan's Reckless 
Racers 

1 Tony's Omega One 
1 Robin 1 
1 The PiUdngion 
Formula 1 
1 Catch Me Out 
1 Sinckley Formula 1 
1 French Flyers 
1 Peanjuree 
I Pannillc 
1 The Dare Devils 
1 Dream Machines 
1 Thev Think It’s All 
Over FI 

1 Kwcst International 
I Wright Off 
1 Harvey 
1 God's'Son 
1 Bisland's Bangers 
1 I'm Alright Jacques 
1 Reliant 

1 Southern Sharks 3 
1 The Tiger Hobbes 
Team 

1 Bino One 
1 They Who Dare 
1 Charlie's Choice 
1 DSC 

1 Petrol Heads 
I Ward's Wonders 
1 Bourbon 
1 Red Rose Raring 
I Formula Fantastic 
1 Tamar Racing 


FORMULA 1 PR EAMTEAM 

The latest scores and results Grand Prix Shopping List 


POINTS SCORED 


S o Daman Hill was denied maximum 
points again because of yet another 
dodgy start, while bis Williams team- 
mate, Jacques Villeneuve, recorded his third 
victory of the season. 

While it was a good weekend for those pa- 
triotic Dream Team managers who have 
backed the constructors' champions Wffiiams- 
Renault, British drivers fared less well David 
Coulthard parked his McLaren early follow- 
ing an engine seizure after Martin Brundle 
was the first to retire when he ran wide on 
lap six, and Johnny Herbert saw his promis- 
ing weekend come to an end when bis 
Sauber’s Ford V10 engine gave out 
Northern Ireland's Eddie Irvine found the 
difficulties at Ferrari continue when the old 
gearbox failure problem returned to haunt 
him. His team-mate, the defending champi- 
on Michael Schumacher, also failed to get in 
the points yet again when he ground to a halt 
on the 71st lap. The Prancing Horse stable 
promised much at the start of the season, and 
any Dream Team managers retying cm them 
for chassis or engine points will be looking en- 
viously at their colleagues who stuck with the 
tried and tested options of Williams and 
Benetton. 

Another podium finish for one of last sea- 
son’s Ferrari drivers, Jean Alesi, will have 
pleased his supporters, while Mika Hakkinen, 

Olivier Phnis and Rubens Barricbelk) ~ « 

also picked up valuable points. 
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Jacques Villa neuve (far right) celebrates his victory in Hungary 


DRIVER OF THE DATs 
JACQUES VILLENEUVE 


ftps 


Despite losing 10 seconds on his final stop 
while in the lead, Jacques Villeneuve man- 
aged to exit the pits still ahead of his a 
Williams team-mate. Damon Hill pip- m 
ping him to the chequered flag by less 
than a second. H 

ll is sometimes hard to remember that 
Ibis is the 25 -year-old Canadian’s first H 
year in Fonnuk One. and despite his lack Rj 
of familiarity with the Hungaroring, he ^ 
drove amcasured and im pressive race. With 
no team orders at WQliams this season, HD1 
must surety fed Vilieneuve’s hot breath 
on his neck as only 17 points separate 
the two, with 40 still on offer. 


JewtPoiHfeR Cfctc fc lh«- 

9391 891 89 * 
0891 891 801 

Calls cost 39p‘ per.mihute cheap rate, 49p per ntitmte at UtyMtertion 
Rules are as |«w4aBty|MBSbed and are 


WIN a drive in a 

grand prix car 



The Dream Tan —muignr with the highest naber 

of points a! tfca end of the Grand Mx OMMpiMuUp 
season wffl nrfa oor lop prize - a drive io a 650Mp 
FI ear. 

Yea will be flown to tbe AGS foam's training school 
In tfae sooth of France for fbo nost exfcftarafing expe- 
rieatt of yo«ffiifo.Yfco school specialises hi FI c o un t s 
«mk! provides aB thoraarwre or cred insli a c Ho a yow adll 
ne e d far a day driving FI and otfc or single soot ears. 

INDIVIDUAL tfffAND FOX PUSES STILL TO BE WON 

You can enter our Formula 1 Dream Team game at any time 
during the grand prix season. Even if you don’t win our top 
prize, don’t worry, there are still prizes to be won with each 
grand prix race. Enter for the Belgian Grand Prix and you could 
win a trip to the Italian Grand Prix. Get The Independent on 
Wednesday 21 or Thursday 22 August for details on how to 
register. 

HUNGARIAN GRAND PRIX PRttX WINNER 

Congratulations to Jo Smith from London and her team 
Another Nall Biting Finish. She has won exclusive member- 
ship to Team McLaren. 


£25m 

1 M Sctiuhnacher 
£23m 

2 f Alesi 

3 D Hill 
£apat : 

4 G Berger 
£lSar ’• 

5 D Coulthard 

6 Eln4ne 

7 J Villeneuve 

car; 

8 M Hakkinen 

9 H H Fftetzeri : 

£10m 

IQ M BjhinclIe • 
11 R Banichello 
12-3 Herbert” ' 

£6m 

13 M Safa 

14 P Lamy 
£4m; 

15 P Diniz 

i&ij fthtayama ■: 
17 J Versts p pen 
lBOf&tej fY-\ 
£3m 

iS t Badow ' v 

20 R Rosset 

21 A'Montwmini:. 

£2m 

^ G-Bsichete” : 

23 V Sospiri 
24 1 Masques 
25 FLagorce 
2BKNoda'V /' 

27 T lnoue 

Cim'-.-T:, 

28 M Biundell 

30 K Brack 
3i.K€fart^ v 1 
32 E Coilard 
S NfOTfora , 

34 D Franchitti ' 
3ETN 

36 J Magnussen 
37A:pro^.r 

38 G Tarquini 

39 K WaridJiraser . 



£20m 


40 Benetton , 

; ib 

41 Williams 

20 

£18 7 


42 Ferrari 
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; v - 

43 McLaren 

13 

&t4tn 

, v t 1 • 

44 Sauber 

O 

45Jorcfan 

£10m 


46 Ug jer 


£6oi 


47 T^reil J .;- 

£5m 


48 Arrows ^ V • 

£3m 


49 Mlnarcfi 1 . VV ' 

£lm 

® 7 - 
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£ 26 n 

51 Renault • 

£18ai 

52 Ferrari;: • 

£15m 

53 Mercedes 

£12ra 


£10» 

55Mugen 

£ 8 m 

56 Ford Vio 

£6m 

57 YSarriaha 

£ 4 ni 

59 Hart : , 

£3m 

59Tbrcl2etecVS 

£2m 

60 ftirti ED V8 
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DATABANK 


•’^"fT-SE 100 

3830.3 +rq 

^ffT*SE250 " 

^; 4351.9 + 5 .r 

: S^SE350 
V -1917.6 +3 3 

;; s^ovolDST" 

^*£9.9m shares, 
bargains 
^«Slts index 
->^93.19 “0.49 
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Airtours in holiday mood as demand outstrips supply 


TAKING STOCK 



£2?!?J he hoUda > s group 
. ■ e . stoc k market constituent 
2?"* tile hazv, lazv daw of 

toTsw cI ™ beti J 8p 

;®J. 5S6p Peak in often busy 
fading as it cheekily unde? 
wed us recovery from last 
& s setback when, with too 
holiday makers chasing too 

neS?^ prafils ^Ped 

nearly £17m to £59. lm. 

uke so many package tour 

operators it booked loo many 

holidays and the industry wais 
littered with a million unsold 
packages. This year the highly 
hyped package tours business 
cut capacity with Airtours 
stripping its programme by up 
to 15 per cent. 

TJe policy has paid off. 
With demand more in line 
wuh capacity the group has 
been able to cash in by lifting 
the price of its remaining sum- 
mer holidays by up to £30. Said 
marketing director Richard 
Carrick: “We warned that 
there would be a shortage of 


holidays and that is the situa- 
tion we are in now." 

There has been gathering 
evidence that Airtours had as- 
similated the lessons of Iasi 
year's unhappiness. Profits for 
the three months to end- June 
were up 47 per cent and Gty 
expectations for the year end- 
ing next month have been lift- 
edto around £8Qm with £300m 
pencilled in for next year. 

Following a link early this 

year Airtours is takeover-proof 

- unless its new US partner. 

Carnival Cruise Corporation, 
agrees to any deal. Carnival 
paid 500pa 
cent slake in the UK's second- 
largest tour operator. There 
has been talk of a full merger 
with Carnival particularly m- 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


Choice, the third-ranking hol- 
iday group. It was frustrated by 
German-owned Thomas Cook 
and the UBS fund manage- 
ment group. 

Although there is little 
chance Airtours will return to 
First Choice, summer-time 


takeover rumours are buzzing 
for a 30 per around. A Canadian group is 
favourite to pounce. Despite 
the crescendo of speculation 
First Choice, the old Owners 
Abroad, managed just a 2p 
t crested in Airiours fledgling gain to 67p against a 92p year’s 


muse operations. 

Airtours remains acquisi- 
tive and has just paid nearly 
£10m for a Canadian travel 
firm. Two years ago it bunched 
an abortive bid for First 


high. 

For months, Thomas Cook 
has been looking to unload its 
remaining 14 per cent stake in 
First Choice: it signalled its dis- 
enchantment when it failed to 


take up its share of last year’s 
£44. lm rights issue. 

The rest of the market made 

a further move towards its 
peak with Footsie notching a 
6.9 points gain to 5,8303. The 
supporting FT-SE 250 index 
held on the uproad for the 
eleventh consecutive session. 

Great Universal Stores, the 
cash-rich mail order and high 
street retailing group, added 
lOp to 631p. It is something of 
a sleeping giant But the pend- 
ing arrival as chairman of Lord 
Wolfson of Sunningdale (re- 
placing Lord Wolfscin of 
Maiylebone) is expected to 
lead’io an extensive revamping 
which, besides acquisitions, 
could embrace a share buy- 


back or a more shareholder 
friendly special dividend. 

Grani MempoEtaa, ahead 
of an investment presentation 
to institutions, slipped 3p to 
455p. Cookson.off 7pat 250p. 
continued its bid to assume 
leadership of the conglomer- 
ate retreat The NatWest Se- 
curities caution was the prime 

influence. 

In an active media sector 
Pearson gained 7p 10 675p with 
break-up valuations exciting in- 
terest and on the banking pitch 
merchant bank Singer & 
Friedlander added 3-5p to 
1195p despite denying reports 
it had put itself up for sale. 
Schraders had the dubious 
distinction of reclaiming the 
hanking takeover prize; its or- 
dinary shares rose 2 Op to 
1 348p and the non-voting 40p 
to I.tttOp. 

BICC. the cable and con- 
struction group, gained 5p to 
320p with a confident trading 
statement reducing the im- 


□ Nigel Wray, , the 
ubiquitous investor whose 
interests include leisure, 
property and rugby, has 


pact of the surprise interim 
loss. RTZ managed a I6p 
advance to 95 5p on the firmer 
copper price. ... 

J Sainsbnry shaded to 404p emerged as a 13 per cent 
as NatWest* described the shareholder in London 
shares as a trading scfl; British & Edinburgh Publishing 
Biotech tost 3p to 20lp (after which should arrive on AIM 
192p)still reflecting the Credit today. The group produces 


Lyonnais Laing caution. 

’ Builder Bethvay celebrated 
its inclusion in the FT-SE 250 
index with a 12p gain to 3I9p. 

In a dull electricity sector 
East Midlands Electricity re- 
flected fading bid hopes, down 
lOp to 579p out National Grid 
managed a modest 2Jp re- 
covery to 167.5p. 

Barbican Healthcare, the 
latest AIM recruit, stretched to 
68p from its 62p placing level. 
Capital & Western Estates, 
suspended at 25p, K under- 
taking two reverse deals. It is 
buying Global Internet for 
£b3m in a share offer and in 
cash and shares bidding £Sm 
for Balhnatray. 


commemorative books and 
brochures. The issue has 
been scaled down but there 
are hopes L&E could achieve 
a premium of, sas 3p to the 

I tip placing price. 

The company comes with a 
£400,000 profit forecast for 
this year and intends to pay a 
<L25p dividend. Mr Wray's 
other publishing interests 
include Columbus, a business 
directory group which came 
to market via a reverse 
takeover. 

H Bolton International ptas 
a joint venture manufactur- 
ing investment in China; the 
shares rose lp to 17p. 
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business 


Clarke’s recovery has all the 
signs of old-fashioned boom 


SHADES OF TORY CHANCEU-ORSPAST 


❖ 


frefl 



E conomists have a strong herd 
instinct, and none more so 
than economic forecasters. 
Their desire to stay close to their Eel- 
lows far outweighs their memory of 
the recent past 

It is easy to spot this tendency by 
looking, down the list of forecasts 



ECONOMIC VIEW 


significantly along with the slow* 
down in key markets such as Ger- 
many. But most forecasters expect 



DIANE COYLE 


them to pick up next year. The con- 
sensus has export growth rising 


sensus has export growth rising 
from 45 per cent this year to 5.6 per 
cent next. 

On the face of it there is little 


GDP. Only three out of 44 growth per cent. The actual outturn was a points in 1971-72, 2 points in restrictions were lifted in the-cart? 

forecasts lie more than 0-5 percent- 5 per cent leap in GDP. (The fact 1985-86. Sixties, boosting sales of consumer 

age points away from 3.2 per cent in that the Treasury team had done This time around they have durables. This was when many 

either direction and only eight are better than most other economists only 1 point from their peak in the households got their televisions 

more than O J points away. did little to preserve it from criti- preceding 12-18 months. and vacuum cleaners. The next 



SIBiS 


more than QJ points away. did little to preserve it from criti- preceding 12-18 months. and vacuum cleaners. The next 

Yet there is an increasingly strong cism of its forecasting record, just On the other hand, the Govern- decade brought the end of direct 
case that the UK economy is head- as the fact that the Bank of Big- meat's tax and spending policy is far controls on bank lamting In the 
ing for something that looks a lot land's record on forecasting infra- more relaxed. The budget deficit 1980s indirect controls on lending 
more like a good old-fashioned tion has been slightly better than ranged between 1.6 and 5.8 per cent and direct foreign exchange controls 
boom than a steady, sustainable re- average is currently not deflecting of GDP during the Barber boom, were ended, and building societies’ 

covery - and not even a mini-boom the myth that it is unduly and 1J and 2.8 percent under Mr lending became less restricted, 

but a maxi-boom. The two brave pessimistic.) Lawson, as he then was. Mr Clarke's However, there is an equivalent 

souls who have predictionsof 4 per move now with the conversion of 

centgrowth ami above mlw7-Um t. • *• • 1 . 1 n n . 1J? ,, many of the building societies into 

Congdon at Lombard Street Re- it IS a taiT D6t a P.hUTik 01 the Win dfall banks. Not only will they have more 
search and Paul TUrnbull at Merrill , , . . . freedom over their loans policy, it 

Lynch - are looking inaeasmgly pre- CaSD. Will SHOW UD 111 COnSUHier Spending is putting £16bn (at Mr Madde’s lat- 
scienL Unlike most of the others, o est estimate) dirally into the hands 

they have remembered the rule “ ' of consumers. This will take the „ . „ f( , rp a ii lKe 

that the economy is never as well Economist David Mackie at City deficits have run at 5.1 per cent of form of shares but will be easily from spending on food or clothes. Only a few idealists believe there will It will not be long nciore ^ 

behaved as die forecasts. investment bank JP Morgan has GDP in 1995 and a probable 45 per saleable. If only half of it is spent Itisaffrbetacbuakof the wind- be no further income tax cuts in No- classic signs of economic uoui^. 

For proof that booms always compared the 1990s with the cent this year and 4 per cent next it will add nearly 2 per cent to con- fan money will show up in consumer vember’s Budget. Low mortgage as gazumping, min ‘. 

come as a surprise, there is no need Maudling boom in the 1960s, the year. sumer spending. spending, used to buy dishwashers, rates have set bouse prices rising at electronic accessories matte a « 


Jfeh^thGlarke's recovery 
with P 9 . 

'eOTOotfHcbporris under. 
afefetfti'Maudnng in the 

Barber in the 

in fr 




to look any further back than 1994. Barber boom in the 1970s and the The external environment mat- Some commentators have argued computers and new cars. an annualised rate of 10 per cent on appearance- _ - ■ T he dif- 

In January of that year the con- Lawson boom in the 1980s. ters, too. World trade grew rapidly that the money - along with ma- With all the conditions in place, average across the country and far Of course, the worm mign 

concirc fnriv-Kt unc that thp Tlifl nmllnlc _ kint./l ,t Wu -i nn/V- —J 1 .. -ir\_ : rr- . . . . __ .1 r L T ikn fpir>nt thlK time arOUDCl- VVc UlIRUl 


sensus forecast was that the econ- The parallels - hinted at by the in the early 1960s and early 70s. In hiring Tessas and the interest on the evidence of an impending boom moreln parts of London and the ferent this time around, we mign 
omy would expand by 15 per cent, charts - make quite a compelling the mid-1980s export markets were them - will not be spent because is building up. South-east. Unemployment con- be set for the uarice sreaoy re 

driven by consumer spending and case for suspecting that the Garke more subdued but a fall in the people treat wealth win dfalls dif- Retail sales and consumer ex- tin lies its trend decline and busi- covety” rather than roe 

investment. Ah agreed it would be boom is in the making; The common pound before Britain joined the ex- terently from income windfalls, penditure have started to acceler- nesses have started to report skill boom". But recount on n worno w 

a better year than 1993. As it turned threads are loose monetary and fis- change rate mechanism improved There is something in this, but ate, helped along by thisyear’s tax shortages. Even Britain's forioro to forget British economic n ly 

out. growth was actually 4.1 per cent cal policy, increasing demand for competitiveness. There is no ques- many also regard spending money cats, the biggest one-off boost to manufacturing sector is edging to- - as most of the economic rore- 

The gran daddy of recent booms exports and financial liberalisation, tion but that exports have weakened on consumer durables as different spending power since the late 1980s. wards a recovery. casters seem to be doing. 
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S/ioma CaMi 

Sirdta 

Vbkira 

LME Stacks 
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{ftftU not he long before all the 
life of evouomi*. lr.Kh<uih 
gjuumping, mini-skin?. .md m* 
Ddron.tt: accessories nuke a re . 


Qtanuftc, (he world might K dfl. 
rt’Si this time ;» rot uni \\c niichi 
tkl for the "Clarke Mi.idv 're- 
Mjiry* rather than the Ciji\ r 
KHh"- Hullo count on it would K- 
i- for gel British cvoiionTu Iihmiy 
A ll tmfet of the econo mie fore', 
utert seem l»» he doing. 
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: . fftbcoynhal profession of b ur 
"‘^^y^^agbagAu 

cm be a mVrnimih ?□ 

- Paris. You may have tojoin the 
■^ v 2E?IS?f % Ures wearing black 
'^^ teh o°P«lshins S wWch 

■ ■■ ■ to m oyeabIe fcasl 

J . . SS y ’“ dju ? “bom all racing 
afiQ “ 1 2? os . the Normandy 

• • spa of Deauville. ■ 

tfcPS. re 3 s ^ ion in J S64 by 

■■■• 2lSfi de Momy ’ Deauv iUe's 
1 montb-loug race meeting has 
^med in prestige, and it ifnow 

.Mf* P lac ? to . ^herate the glad 
^ ®^ a ? d gIve the poodle a 
-• good shampoo and blow dry. 
There is something quintes- 
sentially French and^o* 
about the place. Tractors level 
the strand each daybreak as the 
horses come out to exercise, the 

huge, spangled casino waits to 

gooble up any funds that might 

• survive the racecourse, and 
Omar Sharif is always around 
to share a hand of bridge or an 
apentif at Le Drakkar. It could 
be, though, that the natives 

- would trade all this rich ambi- 


prize no soft option 


Richard Edmondson previews the Prix Jacques le Marois 


aS? f? r 3 packei of soggy fish 

and chips and a plasSSlice- 
helmet rather Item sur- 
ender their racing jewel, the 

„ Ja ?ues Le Marois, to the 
marauders from Britain. 

.hilr VISTlors lcnd to prefer 

Ik ^f cna lo a drizzly night on 
the all-weather and manyprob- 
ably spend the first davs of 
spring singling out a horie for 
Deauville. Our boys are ahvavs 
^asy to spot in Normandy by 
weir trousers. They- verge be- 
tween Raul Cole (too short) and 
Guve Brittain (too Oared). 

[deauviLLE^ 


Clive is lucky to still be 
around as he produced the 
greatest insult a Frenchman 
can receive - the sort of actios 
that gets you runout of town by 
a gang carrying torches -when 
he had the nerve to. win the 
Group One race with Sayyedati 
three yean ago. The mare was 
perilously close in the subse- 
quent two naming s, finish ing 
runner-up cm each occasion, but 
Clive has had enough of getting 
his pants singed and declines to 
have a representative in this af- 
ternoon's running. 

• vi ii- . v,-” J_y 


Britain's hopes in the mile 
race lie with Cbamwood Forest 
(if you are happy to accept that 
a Dubian owner and trainer, 
plus an Italian jockey makes him 


[3051 PRIX JACQUES LE MARCHS (Group 1) Ira (Straight) 

L^l ^J Penalty value £131732 

9 J? 1 ,'™ SJ"?!* 000 FWffisr rGodotommStoi Strong a .l Dartre* 7 

i VETKant (D .Wdensifcn) A Fare a 9 4 ft nuinr 7 

1 a wwo h WBiwdai E Lefloucne <90 jiqimI 

2 MnrWum AI Makxxrnj Mme C Heaa 3 8 11 FHndl 

5 ®2™ a * HW1 Bnm*sanaeyi MJotvwonaBU . — JWMrarl 

7 (Eeune Bariert P DemercasKJ 3SU S Co«al2 

7 11-3216 Spinmnu WORLD iNanftos rarrrdyi j Peas* 38 11 C n— m 5 

B 112 ZMMNMM [Aga Kftani a de RDya-Oupre 3 8 8 UHOMaS 

9 1111 SENSATION rSM#hn Moftommedl Mme C Heoo 3 8 8 _.M J Kfaww 4 

1L -9 dodnd- 

10-1 la Trttoo. 32-1 Ccttubwg, 14-lVrttwJ. ISA Zwmicla. 2M Sny KUk 


British) and Gotbenberg, who 
does not sound particularly An- 
glo-Saxon either. 

Lanfr ancn Dettori, who got 
his domestic score rolling again 

after injury at Salisbury yester- 
day, partners Charnwood For- 
est for the first lime and seems 
to have a tough job ahead of 
him. The ground is described as 
being on the soft side and if it 
got any worse the Godolphin 
runner might just travel for the 
duty-frees. Gotbenberg, on the 
other band, is happiest when 
wading. However, the colt who 
wiD be managed by Mark John- 
ston and Jason Weaver may be 
found wanting for quality. 

The favourites to keep the 
prize at home are Sensation, 
Spinning World and Shaanxi. 
The first-named will be ridden 
by Michael Kinane, who could 
probably get himself on the 
favourite in the Pamplona bull 
run. while Spinning World will 


be joined by Cash Asmussen. 
Victory for Spinning World 
would probably be the most sat- 
isfying for the romanticists as he 
is sent forth by the Niarchos 
Family. The Family is new with- 
out its godfather, as Stavros 
Niarchos, the Greek shipping 
magnate who won three of the 
previous 6ve runnings, is no 
longer with us. 

Shaanxi is owned by Teruya 
Yoshida, who rather likes to 
hear post-race debriefings in bis 
motberJapanesetGngue.'Ybshi- 

da is welkknown as an employer 
of Yutaka Thke, whose effigy is 
still punctured at Peter Chap- 
ple-Hyam's yard, but here he re- 
lies on a different countryman, 
Masayoshi Ebina. 

Ebrna is dosing in chi 500 win- 
ners and bows to only two oth- 
er riders in eastern Japan. The 
27 -year-old has again collected 
big races this year, without re- 


Hc is a dual winner of the Fair 
Play Trophy for the jockey who 
incurs least penalties during 
the season. Fair play, for the 
French this afternoon, will be 
leaving the Prix Jacques le 
Marois behind in Deauville. 


sport 

Dettori criticised over 
‘tender ride’ on Pigeon 


Eric Gadsden, the owner of 
Cape Pigeon, yesterday heavi- 
ly criticised Frankie Dettori's 
performance on his torse when 
it finishe d third at Windsor on 
Monday. The winner of the race 
was TMahath - Waiter Swin- 
hurn’s comeback ride. 

Dettori took the 1 1 -year-old 
to the front from the start of the 
Royal Bank of Scotland Hand- 
icap but appeared to be easy on 
his mount after being headed 
by the winner over a furlong 
from the finish. 

After Cape Pigeon had fin- 
ished third, beaten a length 
and a short-head, the stewards 
called upon Dettori to explain 
his actions but accepted his ac- 
count that the gelding had had 
no more to give in the closing 
stages. 

Gadsden, however, is far 
from satisfied and has threat- 
ened lo bring to an end his ac- 
tivities as an owner. Cape 
Paeon's trainer Gerald Cottrell 
said: "Having looked at the 
film , I think Mr Gadsden has a 
point. I think he gave the horse 
a tender ride over the last two 



Dettori: trouble with owner 

furlongs - he didn't look hard 
pushed to me. 

“Wc all have some funny 
ideas and can look at things 
through rose-tinted spectacles 
but he didn't seem to be mak- 
ing much effort. To pul it mild- 
h\he gave it a tender ride, and 
you wouldn’t know the old 
horse has had a race. The own- 
er is most disgruntled and up- 
set, and you can see his point." 

However Dettori, who him- 


self returned from injury last 
Friday, rejected Gadsden's 
comments, saying: “1 explained 
it lo the stewards and they ac- 
cepted ray explanation, so he 
haa belter read the report. If 1 
did anything wrong, I went too 
fast throughout the Cist part of 
the race." 

The incident is not the first 
time that a “dream comeback” 
has been marred by controver- 
sy. Last October the Jockey- 
Club looked into the victory' of 
Jihereen - marking the return 
from serious injury of Declan 
Murphy - in a Flat versus jump 
jockeys' challenge at Chepstow. 

Murphy was allowed ro dic- 
tate the pace from the start of 
the seven-furlong race and was 
never challenged, landing some 
substantial bets in the process. 

Having investigated the mat- 
ter, the Club decided that no 
breach of the rules had been 
committed and took no further 
action. And yesterday its press 
officer John Maxse 'ruled out 
further scrutiny of the Windsor 
race by the disciplinary com- 
mittee. 


Salisbury 


^ . HYPERION 

2AS stackattack (fib) 4J S Wizard Kind 

2j 45 MancuU 4*45 Purple FDng 

335 Dorn Ruinart 5d5 intimation 

*5-15 ULU CLA IRE (nap) 

GOING: Good lo Fain. " 

GCA1X& 6( A lm - for side; 7T - ccmni Im-lf - stands' snip; renudttter - nude 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low Tor -if. 

S Kjj 5 hl " ha ™ i CT)urse . mamly nphOl and Lesunfi. 

■ Raccnxirw is 3m unnh-wt* oTctltf off A3034. Saltsbnry railway union [London. Wo- 
twwo-Emter Ime) Is 3m away. Cimnecnn« bus sendee lo course. ADMISSION-- Menv 
mts i 1L, Taoeniilb. i*, i^nirse Enciosura S i l accompiunktl 1 fe free afl enckxsuns) . 

CAR PARK: Free. 


■LEADING THAWKBS Wl'IU RONNEBS: B.BnniH>n-4Gwfauiosfram327niiinasElm 
a success ratio of 14. 1 % and a loss u> a SI lerelsulw«rfS24iC; JDonlop- Jbaiimas. 115 
nmm»,] 3.9«fc. Lord Hmafagdon - 1 j wtnnss, G3 nrnnera, OJfh, +S2B.24 ; I IUd- 

*■*-14 artnnm. 114 nm nera. 12.'I<V J48.46. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Reid ~2fi ms. 17G rides. 14.8%. -S44 Jl; LDeOod -25«tas. 
I IB ride*. 21.7%, +S3B.7 1 ; W Cnwm - 22 wins, 153 rides, 14.4%, ^SOl.TG; Pat Bddsy- 
21 Wins. 113 rides. !?.«%. -i2G.Ii 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Brief Glimpse (4.15). Cotupicnetts fvbored. 3.45/. 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Nemnsriat-trelned nmnets sent 151 miles 

ro ml BROAD CHALKE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D)(IXVQ £4,400 
added 3YD 7f Penalty Value £3^88 

1 COO CtXJNIKY THATCH 04) lUn, B Sunrol C rtngyi 9 0 PMEAkiyL 

2 30 MDQKV COUWY (USAJ (7] ^snor Karmefl G Hamoad 9 0_ IQdanS 

3 0 SAVWBP0HWiP3)fThe5ttOBiEKS P Hens 90 fiHndS 

i 4 00 SOVH1BOW5 CMIHT (53) [VWKEwp RacrB UgorDOapprilflO., — .TSprato* 

b 03 SmaWTPWXpqUolin Bemad OCorol P WfeMw 90. ■ ■ ■ 

6 0 aatS( 9 «(Bin«ltOwC 4 »edslMssGflyl'fil 6 wy 9 D RCDdneJ 

* 1 2-2 HKHCUr(B 2 )UCSnmi(BaUneSa — T Qofcma 

! 30 PRESS ON WOtr (32) ISI4T* Synflcag) W Muff B 9 nwiOWJaB 

9 005432 REDSKIN 1 ADV (14) (Wucambe Mam Racing StaUe3 UtO D BcwoiSi 8 9_P*t Eddwy 7 

10 MJ IManvtan M r.gwwTwri HU ... - WCmnrnK 

11 5 SUMMBI BEMIIY (2D SesAe Ham] JGosden89 UWdll 

-lldedOTrf- 

BEITMl! 5-2 Sumner Beauty, 11-4 High Cot, B-l 2m, 8-1 Mkhtay Cowboy, Stadotfack, 5-1 Red- 
sfcbi Indy. 12-1 Renqr. Pnw» 0a Iftchy, 14-1 othera. 

1395: Pctar Queen 3 8 11 G ttnd 5-1 U Coded 13 on 

FORM GUIDE 

ZURSo the imwesrfi^mrner in gas opener -the colt ftm*ig Been mowed to QayK oUew ay 

afu?r a non at Newtoury in May tor Jamie Tofler. Frarn a ipodtamft' and retetedffliw- 
n«s, Zws rrtdn pet be ready lor tWs aftar a phasing shearing m a ho* race «ran by Kettm 
from Gold Spats. There » NonnwricM confidence m Summer Beauty. Mn tad to m& uta 
when fifth to Yalta at Sandoen on ner debut Trie dam won iwr two trip and the stable won 
the race las year. Ruwy has shown premise on a« three starts wer twtey-s tnp and her 
chance toote mmtef after the sable's rare Juvente debut winner MOaddar here yeteiriw- 
H) 0 i CM nas had her proMems wdh a jeer between her dm sMrts. Thottf* 8 »d enoutfi 
in male her debut at Y«H (second u>Trofiiwl Dance), rtm was then pootifttawn when sec- 
ond to Sanctd at HaydocK. Whether she - * ffiod enough today alter the Ihee-mcnih ab- 
senea remains to be seen. SetecUooiZURS 


ITSe] VIOLET APPUN CHALLENGE CUP HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4^00 added Ira Bf Penalty VUue £3458 

1 34XB66 SUPSBttSlMtUSUQ2)(C09UjVM»IPl««r59U Dadd OTM (7)8 

2 243615 MM5M PS) M3. C Forester) JDU*x>395 T Spoke SB 

3 14)0006 MVKMODMnAire Vested U8el3 93 PCodma4 

4 000404 CR£SimiHBHT(n)MsB Sunni) CHoqM4 S3 MBUqi 

5 040532 NanS0NBp5){IhetaeySuyPann«dre>)BNieiuit490 T(Mh7 

6 002005 rasrBaW^HffDOTCRHft^&PjrtnMI.UM^nhWSaUJFftre.l 

7 645312 StBSMS FBUW (7) U AteekJ R I^nnca384 n— min H) 1 n 

B 442306 (KOTtSNUaUSAIDiflamOnnaHgtagieaJLManaB* W5B2 SSmrinS 

BE7TMB: 5-2 Uarisaei, 3-1 Noraonc, 4-1 Starthg Fofc«. 13-2 Dated MRrt, 8-1 S^irame Stm. 
30-1 UnU, 14-1 otbas 

19954 &KUW CaB (USA) G 7 8 U Hrny 8 1 U FSB* Hayes) 8 tm 
FORM GUIDE 

SimBffiFHLOWBasthetrajsoftnwaychBnooiMhortyonebBUwhmtBtttMiweisrtte- 

He seemed to need <rmy yam of LmeAeKTs two mdes to ben influence Pedier last month 
and then came across Cesarewtch hope Old School Houn at Bath. Die drop In ftsaree B 
a S 69 « worry . Du Ms chance Is Gtfl telflte at the «M«it*. Sqmnw sm ml WMtnhmaMes 
made the fimne behind easy tdnner Onund Cafl n M test yeer and are urt/ady to oo 
much better today. Nononf has R to pme m the staying depwtraru. but has an obwcus 
chance on recart fomi after beatmg all scaoi Scoemsek at EpaomilnvU). The sup 141 ei 
ttetanoe should swt l lbed ais n. a modes son irti his r ofcestone nan Dan Sacred Minor 
when tned in bfrfera. He ran from the frtnt vdren a credobie last of Dm to Turn Sods at 
Laitfeld aR e ne nte and ne's new back with hre winning partner Ten Sprrtie. MuirW had 
been In some strong races over a nrte prior to a staymg-on nm defend Newport Krujjtt at 
Windsor lire 3f). if he stays hel taka acme beome m such a weak race, whie the maiden 
Crested Ka&t has also contested stronffr races the season. 

Soleatioit: STERLING FEUOW 

WTERSALLS MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS E) £4*200 
L±!±rJ added 2Y0 6f Penalty Valoe £3^62 

1 0 )CVB?GOLFCHABfiEH p.7) |>te*w RacrgQit) 5 T J HnJann89 Ped BMwy 5 

2 MRMRyiStea*lWCno«BBlld)MCtonon89 CteterS 

3 6 HUiMNM (12) (D B Gribpl R Hwoi 8 7, MwOftM (3)3 

4 dom mtutr (Mis kscol BarettSisanNerti Rangy j Hie 85— ^—FrtEAteyl 

5 ROiranxia>iFaniAf KCtim0aititom85 rr ur-j ir 

6 (S3 SMiyjUX(B39(SMsOflheEsWfiuSeKssRBn0SDow84 .TQMiU 

7 2 CHBaRMfl 1 (17) (Charts l%h Sud) R Hanmn fl ? JFg^nia 

8 0 CSCLE0FmaC(35(TWWretedftraBnhplPktatai82 SSsnd ««8 

9 643 DRZmUrC19)IUsSLaecli)TJIta«*»81 UfcRwU 

10 3 SOIBErCHSCBirCmMsFTtMf*wlP\IMsyn80 75pnkt4 

ai as NCRWHHGSLpjlJ KSro) BUeeten 7 13 Itete Dwyer »« 

12 SWratW ROSE (Tire loner BcMrian I Syxlca^ UBentfm 713 J<W7 

13 on-mraMsDOslMvirDanpeinz wcmosio 

— J3 (j|d|DK|- 

BEtrat AI CUabrML M SeaM Craerert, 5-1 Hateeriv 1M Dam RIM, 10-1 SaRy JecR. 
OtoyTHy, 12-1 Chds of Ma 0 c, 14-1 ottm. 

1995:tkirdBSeny2 78 MHbmj 7-2fl«dHuBttn0tei|10ian. - 

FORM GUIDE 

Mukaddarwes a newcomer Mnner from Btal one here yesterday and DOM RURMlir a tak- 
en to <ota» sun frem the outsida befth. PK Eddeiy takes a rare nae tar Jam H«s and the 
coiL whose hen-brotner AI Abraq won as a Jwrense, n« been pleesmg on me fflops. It B 
werereswg that Dane CTNBI rides Hatenarh lunplaoed to the West at GooMood) Instead 
of CeWteaot, wtw ran so wet ftst nme aprst Can at Nofflnffianv Hdlmark is n a weak- 
er race today art the Noontfum race also featured a pietnig effort from Soriet Ctes- 
ccntintled-Tta Mldyan VRywR again » ridden by 71re Sprate Mhawaiydwncaariwcning 
the kwn wsh Celebram. ctreta Of Magle and newcomer Clift Me* are others worth a look 
at In the maaret e i c cha nffs. B elacttaec DOM RU 8 WTT 


|77e] TOTE BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP (CLASS O £8,000 added 

lm Penalty Vaiuo £&D28 

1 301-2 ALMOND MCK &11) {OR (BP FCTt Raong LE’ J tansrjM 1 4 ? jc Btankail 

2 UXC10 UUCUUHEcmiCD) <C leak*; AFosar 393 — JMesU 

3 04211 SAIEBUH (OM) (Hin iHwndin A suodut' J iXnbp 3 9 I VDewl 

4 000*34 CONSncuOOS (IS) Ms Jsnnr MDprns) L G Cxsrt 691 JtpeHV 

5 3110 WnMUNSnU(lS)PIPR(KABi!iAi<RCwRcn391 TSpcMeS 

6 041110 OUCH HCURRB(imCD|(T Aidney' R Heran 390 D—OtaRna 

7 006000 COMA M CHE OOMF IW PW CM) M flhr Hhua Che' 1 J imgu> n 8 13 Eddwy 3 

8 035 PWKDCmM»BSMe>GBil(M«38 7 SDmmmT 

9 604)004 R0NN DE COOL (16) (CD) IR F K£v H Alehn 5B6 Ttekel 

10 120400 MBBII0NRDAD{4ll)fRF)UmSaBnd i 'G8Mlng386 PPMwi*y(5)4 

11 2W45- SUUteOCX RUR (411) St Canon tan ldc ttraypr 486 Wtartl 

12 003044 PRIZE PUni 04) (Suqa Seta] C ted 485. MEAteyJ 

13 000025 0RBHBI (H) H m Qnunbre US Uh Gm keteey 5 7 10 — IUi Dwyre (S> 14 

14 060546 SUMBHULSnCULMM MsNa)i0o^4nMsP0cMa5 710 — CMtel2 

- UdwM- 

BCnre 11-4 IWiiiH. 5*1 AknnH Rack. 7-1 UB Ortra. 15-3 Crwdi The Upte. H WCkwhw 

■MaMAH— MOmUMBpmiI— M lMMwtepklAlMtetei 

19»: Fiom oe Cod 4 B 12 T ( 3 m 02 £R AMusi 8 ran 

FORM OUSE 

Not only did SJULEEMAH wre doeig hand sands at letftekl IB days am sue ctackad by en- 
fy the fastest tane of tha reeabng, John Dtrekp held her m Isfi esteem at the bepnram ol 
the season and the Stont Bad fity toots good tor me hat trek on her present gjoa nee n. 
Fkmn So Oool gave a poind and e length baMv^to Ahaond Hock m this las: year. He now 
getsiBtobom James FarahawelMy and ts the one to beat after raskxrtn m AunxnnCw 
er a me teg Goodwood meeting (Comwnatoe Co repwnl nn m meracM. Atewnd Itock rasnl 
net sinca Apni and may find ths Bound no My> ted Coesptaeias nas been runnetg wftii 
credit in the top handcars and today's test-tine wsor codd 0 w tern an extra edp. Vlcte- 
rtan style wasnl up lo the task at Goodwood when tewurne and tewnm to Panau wen 
Catch The Lights toi» lengths behnd her at ranth. Both rad shown imprerea form before- 
hand, thou#t at these weefo a case can be made tar UH Ctafre, wno men Cam 1 . The 
U0vsl5fbbetteralterbeatonghersihensecondtoMiBBObe(atGoo(!wQodtaJjne.PMEd- 
de^ has a pod recent tar Chns wan and nt» PapR eanl tm befwd ConsDCuoue at Salmon 
Ladders Asca race « June. gilicMcn; SAIEEMAH 

fA^IEl WHTICHURCH COMATIONS STAKES (CLASS C) £2050 added 
Tf Penalty VBlue CSfiH 

1 0123-51 NnMDKMOUniN)i«)DnSaBidniMBauii<ltekneK3c5910~WMwdsB 

2 315040 UCHMDBCX(12)(McsEMLQdB)MlteOw&69B IMd7 

3 3-1 UMBXlEADER(46)niSaenSiiaflRHanrai390 P — W teMHH 

a 3-12392 IIBSUNtRtSK:(12>(D)6e*ei«t)H6aentemenh{)'G»yh*f)awB>390JI0MMras5 

5 40-1330 BEHHntHMC|UBA)MiqWPC10KtelJTote3ail JTmtei »6 

6 000600 M0OBnE(W(Dy (WhfflwysRnR) lteorDOanrel4811 WCanas4B 

7 382134 DMKBHn(iaqnRCOiwnresSn0JDi«tao381O TQdMl 

8 1- POLSKA (USA) (327) £5ha*}l hhtemfTKn DIado385 MEfteryl 

-SdKtered- 

RETIMft U*RtefmM.l te il m Ita lic , M B s I UMbR , T-l U » n i» Uita r . 15-2 M4*. 10 - 
IWs tenate WW. rthan. 

1995: Kn«S Corammifcr 3 8 12 II fiotans 10030 « Hasnon) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

LONELY LEADST returned home a su* lure after iss debuunnf to Mpon srana x Den- 
caster last sear. He reappeared to wn m line style at Chepsow and s a coC to tatow - f.a 
dam Queen To Conquer hemg a wmer and Quo to Godeba re the tsh Oaks. There are some 
taienad somw oppos i tion, out they are unhkely to gt much beeermereas Loner> Leader 
has ary amoin of anprowmerti to come. Wizard Kksg is back re me swrag after rjnnreg 
away tmm OUd ereu da at Chester and ths upffaded top-oass nanac a pper must go wek 
with tfte same in such fine fcrm. Russtao Musk has been runrarg over a ire* affmt the 
p m ges sw e H aremen g ei n . Short of room «men making hrs challenge x the bg Goodwood 
meeting, he was a creditable second to Mchaei Stowe's tharge. PdMca cauta be anytruig 
on her betoted return after wnwtg tne Bkre Seal a Ascot re Secterrjxr. Brief o amp — . 
ebo unplaced In me Goodwood race, s re test-time bteikeis. Satectfov LONELY LEADER 


FRESHVWTER HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^00 adtteU 6f PaM*' 

ty VMue £4459 

! C1X) CROSS OF MI0OR dll (M i? I* i OltA- J lcte 3 9 U » l w * Ml 

2 0332^1 UKHKHHB:(Ht(D)tUTfM\iK05>tean59U - - DMMsS 

3 ‘.0f‘X3 FVRPIE fUSl (M) TO j5rfncn Umry 1 u Lime* 5 9 10 IQtetalA 

4 300025 MWffBUd»ei)'MsteHnicaCinrin(r 399 teMOWIiaUI 

5 054U3 NUGHAIM|U)imftD»dir«44jraHiljnUBweJ98 IMfl 

6 500305 HUSlOt MUfCZD (7) 03] iC JCfn HB R Bator 4 9 T RCKtaBMU 

7 212545 WORDS (21) ID) W) temCttMeuK' PMjm> 39 4.... DHentaalS 

8 OOC312 WmsmtnOiQLlNrMWre'RHxVtaSA tapratwlA 

9 CUOOOO MKBiUF (14) Wits GTabm ritM«oiiion«4 92 . tires 3 

10 654041 AWBONC NOOSIUt fl4) fq (D) fLtes Am«a I RjwXCi f'kknftj b 9 1 . 3 Itarww » 

11 120404 $nwy DO (USA) UR) 8>) lUann Mins' M Owm 390 AB*miy(7)6 

12 230045 MteUM (DM) CL4) (0) Bmn £ooknwlani 0 HMn Jonre68 D JMEdiwy 12 

13 044 AZVMH (USA) 1*0) Ai lfak»jTy 3 8 U _WCMHill 

14 00643G CNU WMKn 07) p) iB T *St-txKUfr: G Brev* 6 8 7 FMtepteflHV 

15 103114 PO>RRCa)mM l )(nrorfteC>ldOMnPOuiM486 AkweeCeaklRl 

16 004000 maHT DMMOM) (110) rtna W i Hvatt 38 4 GMkrT 

- 16 6eriaad ■ 

RETTMB: 7-1 NBrimpa, UM U ItaWe tae^ 01 Fwpb Met Mereree tNOMtar. 94 MM R 
Brack, 10-1 Crare of VMew, 11-1 Ornate. Write Setdac. U-l Aarek. 144 eam 

1995. Lm Connaaon 5 9 11 U RaUits 14-1 it) DskuW L2 ran 

FORMOUDE 

A tnchy tort mth plenty of the rumen hevtng beenner longer trips of late. Intnror- 
cumtances.acnAdpavusdeiMihihepacevMASrERMUjiBUJkwnashauldbeatda- 
oert odds nawng drawn a btenh since a Bern win ten September. He w« ham the speed to 
lay wth the pace and no f adao only in the ctositg stages over a ntfe at Bath a week v. 
He wa sharper tar that outing and Ray Cochrane is a good booking. Wbto—o Wbueter <s 
a mn in torre so rates a teg threat. She led a tutons out lo brat 2ekla 2Pnk three len0M 
on tns course last tvne wtn Numbarpa ithntl lackatg the necessary pace. Tha race is a 
ftiriong shorter and Winsome Wooster can beat the younger ftty again an 3b worse trams. 
Motor has won here twee and the eoended ftw furionip wufcl have been too rtrarp tor 
hen at Bath last tine. He won tm Aanee Cook hem prevnudy and the term is nxk-soM «w(h 
the second tabeteon wtmw^ ha next two Harts. WMte SatUar is antler h-fomi pertbrmer 
who has been over longer tnp&. He ran up sjamst the vreH-nmkcapped and pro^eadue Svl- 
wei Prrecess nere ilrei test tene and lad prenously beaten a teg field at Chepnmr 1 7ft off 
a 6tt> tower mark. Cmee Of Vakwr. a luK-brofher to decart sprinter Dry Mm, won a poor 
race owr dss tnp m FoDiestone. He never showed behnd Green Barnes at Goodwood (70. 
but ths spnre locks more hs mart even with the big wa itf R . la FeBteRwa may test ths 
a bt hot after wnrartf a condmans race at Chepsrow. The two-tangjh Hem. tapia nrag. 
gets a 41b pul. stole Thenfla stayed on wefl «« fourth and also meeb the winner 41b better. 
Mn* It Black is not for me after lw runs over a mfe. but Anah is a cksbnct possibdity on 
her marten snow-.itp. She has the tar rad to nm ogams and can eoaiy- be conirtered at 
tne weitfte. Da nram wants further, but BifgM Dtamond is an mtnreamg outmler on her 
■urendeform. Setertlo w : MASTER MULHQD 

fcTcl BROAD CHALKE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV V) 

£4^00 added 3YO 7f Penalty Value £3£62 

1 2X003 AmCHBEMtStr (40) |Us May BresMI B fteitaiy 9 0. JUtaavS 

2 53 AUWYOl (IKR)(U) (Honan At Mnm)JGoa)ai90 W Creme B 

J 0 atR0ERSrR4<3QMsjtanMnrenORRMoc90 C flutter X 

4 2 COHSOftT (123) iK AMUlan) G ItaiKOOd 9D TQrtaiE 

5 0 MM? V MUD (XT) tCotari Rest) N larpant 90 TFWd(7)4 

6 5 fl MM O M— (U8k)(MRiMnHHOonk)MOimtin90 ^PlteMr(5)2 

7 500602 KADMBB(XDlPCDak)iBreWr90 _OKresl»7 

s wraunorr tomtom ThCHs^st.) J Tote 8 9 SSrertresS 

9 0 MV SEBCAI (Rt) (12) PtaHnuei N Kbktounl L Durtop 8 9 IMfl 

10 00 SAWJFWER (ST) D Unrmr] K Curaigjvanvftwr H 9 .CkkmkvlO 

30 dirind ■ 

RpnNft S4 Abayyte. 11-4 Qremri. 114 AMaeMterarey, 7-X Wrertw u nre, M tateurekre. 10-1 
Itapld tebmt. 12-1 5 m Drertg, 141 uteres. 

1395- »ar Qjeen 3 B 11 G Hmfl 01 J Costen) IJon 






HYPERION 

2j00 FaugRron 2.30 Steeples® 3.00 Maid For BaBeys 

330 Fame Again 4JOO Samders Wren 4-30 Sparky 

i GOING: Good lo Finn. STALLS: Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High for 5f A rf 100yds. 

■ RlgM-hand, oBopirig rcan* wth ray eUIT 51. 

■ Course »«nuta w^of Die unroon AJ035.te«Tlpe IJwmBw; 

eriey snoiffl l Hun -Seruhorough Brer) 3m. ADMISSION: Oub SI 
Jin3arCWjtl0to2I-irear^iids)58;ThacrasltaS8;SlwCTtoigWCOTW 

Enckvwv M; Picnic area S4J or per car. plus S2 per occupant uut 
PARK: Free. 


j BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None . 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Boro Sceptic (3.301 won 

roN^IST^Sc^DNNBRS: Aert» Stag (3.00)smM7rafl» from 
! GHanvoodtePnJbeKOughsrabteteweaaassrarJ^^l-fO)®^ 

r 12 miles fiom J H Bradky* Scdteny stable GwertUFoUr^™^ 
I 13,-iOl sera 19B mSes from B Snan's Berta^re. 

Poly Moon (400) seoUIW rmtes Ooni iM < 

I aabh- in BerksfalTe; Dariiag Gto»«r l-XOOJ & Pra (4 JO) sera 1 37 mlira 
I from D Moriey’s Newmarket «aWe to SaflaBr, BtaBtraaer* l-») 


137 mOra from DLoder** Ne w rasilm sable in SoffoflqSoMbgletto KUO) 
A Donricia (3J)0) sera 137 mflra Iram M BetTs Newmarket stable bi 
Sttffoth. 

l onn | TOLL GWEL SBJJNG HANDTCAP (CLASS E) 
^*^1 £4200 added 2m 35vds 

1 120212 DHODESSA (35) (CtQ (Bf) Us M Rneley 10 10 0 Ktaatay7 

2 4-50012 nUKBtoH (11 ) (D) (BF) N ToUbt 7 9 11 LCtemodiO 

3 OO0OOB R 0 RBMAHT (23) 8 4 9 8 kn Wands (7) 2 

4 230000 GBCSf5 FOUR (8) US L SOAte 6 9 0 XFHowS 

5 (MOM ElBinDOS ■ R Itans 4 8 8 AHadaqrl 

6 W CflEVSOHira(lB2qrRbeon0Dn9B7 HBhcfaA 

7 001355 D01SOS(2DJBraitey781 Flyach^B 

8 000 CMMUDAmTDonrrty3TiO OteOwnt 

9 000002 NO MORE HA5SLC (17) Us M Revelry 3 710 N Crete** B 

-9 (teetered - 

Mtatnum ne(M: 7« lOh Tnn hareftap *«(«» a|»tea 7a 5b No Jtoohto- 
sta»4b 

BaiWB: 04 Bredarea. »-l FaaMran, 0-1 Dots Deo, 64 No More ftecste, 01 
Erer Won*. 104 Creresis Fdor, 1*4 ottwea 


EBP WESTWOOD MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5flOO added 2YO fHBes 5f 

BWCA NBM D Loter 8 11 XDretay2 

CAUTION M3J Rwradcn 81) KMtanl 

HGUA C BooOi 8 11 LCtamocfcS 


4 QYMC1MX WAIBtMU-G Hrtm 3 11 DreaklcItaoreiS 

5 43 NMnSU(2qjBmy8U I Carrol 4 

6 2 SLBERESS (20) N Cranan 8 11 ^WRMtan7 

7 3 SOUBBHTOOTMBeiSll MfteitmB 

8 SOMEIHB BUE T VKtaon B 11 SMMfl 

9 00 RHEnBf LOW n R HdMWd 8 11 Fl)fncfe<S)5 

-Bdadared- 

REITMQ: 24 Rtarere here, 04 ll wi i l re* . 74 Mhpatta. 94 Ma tyarka . 74 
Caellea, S3-1 Hdta, B01 etfeare 

|onn l RAP® LAD HANDICAP (CLASS Q £7^50 
added lm 2f 

1 142205 lERIIM RR IQ Matyo Wtere 4 10 0 — I Cano* 3 

2 244230 WOMJ»(32D0qjlK3flB4l0O WRSwtatanlO 

3 Q2Q704 IMS XIHSflIMI (1R) (D) 8 McMNion 8 9 10 0MBald2 

4 026051 HAZARD ASU&SS (tt)(CD) D tknBs69 10 AtasGnantS 

5 200380 AEHQO*3 (USA) (14) G Karvood 5812 AQrekB 

6 3-12011 DARUHRQ 0 HBI ( 1 R(CD) D Uaiey46B XDreteyB 

7 222-202 IM>P0RBUnsnMJSinran388 -TMasl 

8 215033 rAil YWW BS CU 3 TO Mis JRamaxn 3B6 XMnaS 

9 120060 DOMRA (USA) (32) (CO) M Bd4B 5 MFwdBoA 

10 042(12 KAWW IMflf (35) (0) N CdbffBn S B 3 6 B re d— 7 

BEIIWS: 74 Dwdtef Ctarer, 44 U*fc hr BMtays, Haired A Bares, 94 Karth 
tare. 01 Nyahgt, 01 Ktag Albatebre, 12-1 Mbars 


P5“Sil EAST RUNG AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 
r-ry.l (CLASS E) £4500 added to stakes 7f 
100yds 

1 36S6W MM C ABMI(OIBWMBJtaraBr4go MWCRrertreHl 

2 011201 R98BBRIiy|SnDaysSftf'4i'35ac MfesMQrep*H )2 

3 5-UK00 KWnr p32) (0) J A Hm 6 11 1 Mr R Mooted (7) 1 

a 150306 teMteS(4)S 

5 502301 cet*MJr{iflMCIl)JBery9l£)0are| Mrs Lharecs 5 

6 462621 BMSBBCRmi Eaten 49 10 MreA0reM(4)4B 

7 005000 aena»WJ.gSB MBCra »M97 UsHNaareewr 

Miwun aetfc 7a lOto. rn» .“laTfcap Sreiotl Si 13t. 

BETTWtt 3-1 tare Affh, 74Mrei FUy.4-1 CrerMr^; »4 Ereo Bcapfc. 
5-1 Poay dartre, 10-1 naM. S3-1 tewred WM 

rrXTTT HOLDERNESS CLAAflNG STAKES (CLASS E) 
lZSfHJ £4y200 added 2YD 5f 

1 0 0«0 ROWiXCSOI PHaaren 92 Itateit 

2 DR DtMOtS BOOSE M Ik EaState 9 2 JMa Otaon 2 

3 COO MTAU>rnUWEMm»B 12 

4 lRUEPaBKQKJBdMI8U TtRan>iq|l 

5 03 MGOOOMOt(M)MWCMKiyBU J.OHHdkU 

6 04961 PB»OIIM.tia)S>llart.nncaCBn BDrttkwr 

7 10301 SAUWBSIMnOf)(CnMsLSU)te 8 U KFUcoS 

8 0 SUaBteBItnilaMlltemniH H H freiiwiiTiin 10 


9 R GEOmnS OAMBLE (8) B Ba^i 8 8 Wtredl 

10 6 RUSTY (IS) J Bany 8 5 1 Cam* 8 

11 OOD SIRAVANO (29) B Btedi 8 3 NCWtatell 

12 00053 THCWnOmiC (10) G Okacyc 7 13 J Urea 35 

13 0 JUST TYPICAL (U0)NTnMB 71) IBreMdreU 

-UfKtaaf- 

BET»Hi 11-4 SreadMWnaa, S-l Prepatert, 94 Not A IM, 01 te fioed •kck. 
01 TO — riU rtfl — . 10-lRrety, 124etears 

4501 PUNCH AND JUDY NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £4,750 added 2Y0 7f UOOyds 

1 331203 CRAIE1MES(9) (D) E Wtymos9 7 0IMB*M4 

2 21 PW (33) D Money 9 7 j Carol 3 

3 31 ROTS TAIL OTTO LtoS ltd 9 C HCreMelO 

4 50644 StrowsoveeONnflHetartuaBU FLyndUUS 

5 4354 RNOMA (USA) pi) Us J ttamsden 8 11 KMmS 

6 4504 niWM6 DBION (17) T Exteaiy 8 5 HBbdil 

7 00G325 CUMAWON QRL (2R QBf) M Camacho 8 4 LOreodl 

8 43241 POUf MOON (22) |D) M Oiarran 8 2 JMRtnS 

9 6«X)1 SMRf|RMWEamr87l5ai.. MBbmTI 

10 (63165 RONS REVENUE (23) RSI) M Ryan 8 1 SBmM 2 

-IQ da d— 8 - 

■EriMQ: 4-1 Prev 94 FWJ naan, 54 Hareiag Dareaa, Si Sp—y. 74 Rbre- 
nla, Forea ted, S-l atWaa 


RACIN g results 












■Ti^j 





HYPERION 

5^50 Indbm Mbior &20 Always Happy 6^0 Dis- 
tant Memory 720 kSom 750 Manamour &20 
Dfcunond Cut 

GOING: Good Lo Him (Good m (ben - *ratQrin|i re nrcessaryl. 

■ tent-h—L iharp. cadree wftli aim na-m. 

■ Courer re math at town on KVO. Neretao .Vbbut slaUoa a raik 1 
mg. ADMISSION: TrexmaC&iDJjO: CourerK. AcronmuiMl 
onderl6» Bw. CAR PAIOL On rail il-Vl. irmaimkt ftw. 




ff 1 II I il i lyOMl 




B itfflj '/ 1 wa 

iPifl l 'S 

LT,, ™iii!Ifa! 9/3 


aGiii 


\U tonRSESj^SLlTS 

0891 261 9^0- 





BUNKERED TOST lOtBz Asure Dravdler (706), Texan (i4- 
sored, AOS). 

VINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Now. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Prefect BHre (7B5) has been 
sera 242 mOes by P Braaa frwn Lrtghtofl. Amp* Seqqre 
17J35) rent 208 mBea by R Harmon bom Baal Everldgh, 
WBshkF. 


Ire -ree l 24tn RUNNING OF TIC BUTTON BROTH- 
Q * 30 I erS HANDICAP (LADES RACE) (CLASS 
€0 £3,000 added lm fif 17yds 

1 0-02020 UncrC0M(RQPH««|4U7 UnAEaMiOMS 

2 353523 «MW«(C0)Jft**sBU7 IksSEddteyB 

3 500005 MLDRBTS CH0fCEtl^CAfcn511Ute0 KaHerertl 4 

4 ■»T»i*n atnjiooe(lS)CAtai91fil3 J— IS—dorel 

5 000621 SPW«fl MOUSE BID)D ttadgy 3 30 9 MW 

MreDbBiJDMs2 

6 000006 0HWIf7)Wha®B31O7 HreLIUa7a 

7 630682 NOSBflMBVE(H WJfta»3103„ — J*aLf>rew3 

8 052554 fiRE9L(USA)(U)KBiiM799 MraKSnarttoE^S 

_ g — 

BEIlWfi: B4 Sotaataf Haose. 114 Mryw. M CWto—’a Cbole^ 74 
Nesay Naftaa, 101 DlteH, 144 B Vatedoe, 18-1 stem 

Ififtg l DAMGATE LIMITED STAKES (CLASS D) 
il 2 _J £5400 added lm 2f 2Jyds 

1 4422 BUDWff OUTBURST PS) WGBre«y 60 

- — — WRMdmB 

2 230(00 CZHMA(mCErtan593 — ~JGotobad(7]5 

3 430606 c0UMSS0USDMRER(34)Bhteftiiy490 n _JSlacfel 

4 56TC61 DMWUnVE(USA)CTRJ»i3812 MHarey^2 

5 252124 AUIBM(2B)PMto|»i3Btt JUtadayS 

6 M30 AfMBW(US4J{3«)HOMI385 -WR»m4 

re 0 ifadhwrf re 

BEIlBIB:34AI*nteai,t4Dtai*lkre«ltaB*fr*(Dareaar l 44tbrei% 
94 Bteteot OrttenL 84 ABBecy. 

rg- QEl ANGLIAN WATER HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 3YO fffites lm 2f 21yds 

1 6-345 SBBaWFORnM{U8Jforar»«97 HVadwP)B 

% 353430 J&SARft (USAJ PS H Dad 9 7 1 

3 350100 SOPHY PMCat ( 12 ) (W 6 YWM 9 &...■■■ ... , -WYfowte 2 


MkrttaDwWrRS 

4 831112 PBOUTBUSSamiBnPEransg] — IFE*»3 

5 60020 aUEBSm.(M)l>JSire991 MFMonTV 

6 £30 BUH£aRODB(aO)NCC30«n9O RHB0K2 

7 6«x>4 SKRIBDmPfBI (9) G ktopaon 8 12_A MMday 4 


BEfflNfc S4 Parted BRw, 1-1 htah HcBere 94 , tt a gl aiii w e * a| ip a r . 64 
Ore Kavta, 74 SBrer Spai, 16-1 Artec Dwrelre. 20-1 Wtta taoreaL 


j 70 c I GREAT YARMOUTH STEEL CONDITIONS 
i g,jq l STAKES (CLASS O £7650 added 8 f 

1 6(6110 ctBAMOfS LAD p 2 ) (D) CDaje: 7 9 7 C Dwyer 5 

2 003233 CH0FT POOL (IB) (H J Gkwr 590 5D«H«8 

3 256020 MQ*IMSSB(35}ffr)Eft*W590^— WRya.9 

4 44122)0 PWHCQ.Y WMl (4S6) (D) M M 4 9 Q MFMtaaS 

5 U1O04J SBMEKEVPS (D) RHanmi490 flHadMt2 

8 132554 KAJtRAUBOIW<0»(D)PF)JDu1co3810 

X Darter 3 

7 £30100 lONG OF PBKI (49) ( 0 ) A Jans 3 8 10 WJOTanor7 

8 24512-4 ESOONDER (USA) PG) n J Gown 3 8 10 GMkdl 

9 12m0 AMAMYdOUn HThemson JXKS3B5 G Carta# 10 

3D 14-6052 0MCESCQU0fCE{19)nU5Kue3S 5 — PatEddary4 

-lOdadread- 

BEIIBtt 74 Cratt PML 4-lDm SaqaaDOt. 94 Moonnate. 74 Raldr 
toaiften, ey re ' s Lad, Aauady, 84 pawn. 

fane] WHIAM YOUNGER EAST ANGLIA FUJES 
HANDKAP (CLASS E3 £4^200 added 7f 

1 3542 MWE QUEST (12) H Cecf 3910 JtatEddanrB 

2 6520 JflSRU£(U94)P0jGasdn39B GTfcrtl 

3 2602 ASM (88J H Thwnayi tones 39 7 RCartreB 

4 800302 BADB£Hfl«{28)Cft«yer396 >olkBiiren{7) 11 

5 00C60D YEZZA(8)AJHva392 WJQ-BteareUV 

ITateB 




BUNKERED FIRST TIME; Noat 
WINN ERS P i THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Soup 
LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Arete Enemy |fi.-.f)) & Cwmwt 
Leader (&2UI man 173 rite ftwm H hEU Georite'ii Prinrea 
Btebramt^i arable in SwkuigtBmJUrr: Water Ifnak- Udody 
(G.J0)knd TuTnulraCracnTR GrcMtauT* LTumilng Nreim wt- 
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uu* auipiu«u. wo amv nau runners 
ai the meeting last vear.-joid David ^ WBIams. chib sec- 
reiaiy for Ptumpton’s managers Prail & Cb. “Bui it is 
disappointing. The ground is better than last year -it 
is good to firm, firm in places. This is the last year we 
are raring in Augusl because it happens every year and 
it Is pointless carrying on with 20-odd runners, which 
is no good (o anyone." 
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sport 



COWITDOWN TO THE NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: Trevor Francis is back at the place where his illustrious car ?f * 

to put Birmingham City back among the elite. Phil Shaw talked to him and, below, considers the prospects to 



‘Boy Wonder’ craves 
a return to realism 


HrevorRaicis has movedquicMy to faring stabSty to Birmingham by senior professionals Photogaph: Adam Scott 


There axe three people with, 
whom Trevor Frauds will in- 
evitably be compared in his 
new incarnation as manager of 
Birmingham City. One is bis pre- 
decessor, Barry Fry. Another is 
Brian Little, fcus counterpart at 
neighbouring Aston Vm Hie 
third? Trevor Francis. 

Birmingham supporters over 
50 go misty-eyed at the memo- 
ry of the 16-ycar-old Frands, 
locks flapping on his shoul- 
ders, dispatching his fourth 
goal past the Bolton keeper. 
The “Boy Wonder” went on to 
amass 133 and .represent Eng- 
land before leaving for Not- 
tingham Forest. His brilliance 
burned ever more brightly in 
Blues folklore during the en- 
suing dark decade. 

After an odyssey that also 
took him to Manchester, 
Genoa, Glasgow and beyond, 
Francis has finally come home. 
The hair is thinner and greying, 
befitting a man approaching 43, 
and frehuog up his boots after 
playing at the highest level un- 
til his 40th year. Fbr many of the 
faithful, however, the appoint- 
ment heralded a return to the 
days when he ran fast and free. 

St Andrew’s, which be recalls 
heaving with 52,000 people, is 
largely unrecognisable from the 
grim, graffiti-spattered fortress 
he left in 1979. The Small 
Heath skyline is now dominat- 
ed by a stadium resembling a 
scaled-down Old TtedTord in 
blue and white. 

Tb peribnn in this shrine erf the 
times, Frands, the game’s orig- 
inal £lm man, recently lavished 
Birmingham’s first seven-figure 
sum on Chelsea's Paul Furlong. 
Bankrolling the long-overdue 
rebirth of the Bhies is David Sul- 
livan, the Essex-based entrepre- 
neur who bought the ailing dub 
three and a half years ago. 


Throw in the arrival of Steve 
Bruce, Barry Horse, Gary 
Abtert and Mike Newell and it 
adds op to a feverish sense of 
anticipation as B irming ham 


fixture, at home to 
Crystal Palace on Sunday. But 
is it reasonable to expect Fran- 
cis to recreate the impact he 
made as a player? . 

“No, it isn’t,” he said, plain- 
speaking as planes roared over 
the training ground like a full 
house at the Maracana. “What 
I would say is that when I was 

last here 1 helped • 

the dub up from 


best captain in the count#- 

How can you put apnee on his 

leadership qualities? It also 

*£56 owner^sfan-lihe 
impatience, Frands plays down 
suggestions that he has jwo 
years to deliver promotion. “No 

target's been set," he said. 
“We're like Wolves in that 
there’s great expectancy, but tors 
be realistic. We came 15th last 
season so there’s a lot of work 
needed to make the top three. 

It is safe, though, to assume 
that consolidation is riot on the 
agenda. The as- 
sessment of per- 


rne ciuo up from . sessmeni u* 

the then Second T/V6 CSfllQ 15th sound, tactics ami 

Division. That's formations by 

my aim again faSt .S63SOn SO Francis and bis as- 

now. sis taut, Mick 

There were in- thef&'S d lOt has b&sa 

vitations, in the condensed even 

pre-Sullivan era, .0/ WO/K needed ty 


to make 
the top three’ 


to come back as 
r-manager. 

.preferred 
not to ask being 
remembered as 
“a has-been". Yet 
after ayear out of 
the game, during which he 
proved himself a perceptive an- 
alyst with Sky, the opportunity 
he wanted came in May when 
Fry was hoist by his own PR. 

The previous incumbent bad 
a fetish for mid- price forwards. 
Many of those who passed 
through the revolving door 
shared his Barnet badqponnd. 
Francis prefers Premiership 
pedigree. He intends to prune, 
but said: “Fm all for using 
squads -you have to nowadays 
- but certainly you need a bit 
more stability." 

His first phmge landed the de- 
fender who led Manchester 
United to three championships. 
“When you sign Steve Bruce you 
don’t just get a footballer bm the 


s tandar ds: “One 
thing you've nev- 
er got in manage- 
ment is time - 
you're always 
" figh ting it-** 

Hie pressure 
on him has been intensified, if 
only in die media's eyes, by Lit- 
tle’s success at Villa. They once 
faced each other in a Youth Crip 
derby that drew 40,000 to two 
games. Tbday, talk of friendly ri- 
valry draws a wry smile from 
Frands. 

“It used to be Barry Fry and 
Ron Atkinson in the dty " he 
mused. “Now you’ve got com- 
plete opposites in Brian and 
myself; quiet, private people. 
He's a friend and he’s done an 
unbelievable job. But we can be 
as big as them. Villa will always 
have the tradition, and they've 
gotmore support outride the dty. 

“W ithin Birmingham we’re at 
leastfeeir equals. When the dub 
were almost finished a few 


years ago, the potential never 

SangA The crowds SS 

there if the pioductwas nghL 

As Bhies lurched between the. 
middle divisions, Francis was 
cutting his managerial teeth m , 
controversial fashion. M I 
Queen’s Park Ranger*, be fined 
Martin Allen for attending the 
birth of his find child rather than 
play in a match. . * 

F “I was accused of being too 
tough. The week before I was 
Opposed to be loo soft. I jua 
did my own thing and tried not 
to pay too tnudi attention to 
what people said. A big prob- 
lem is that people don t know 
me because I'm a private per- 
son. So they start inventing 
and assuming things- . 

“1 look bads on the Marim 
Allen episode as very unfortu- 
nate. Whatever 1 do in my man- 
agerial career, people wiD always 
bring that up. In the interests 
of balance, it should be stressed 
that Frands’ record at Sheffield 
Wednesday bodes belter for 
Birmingham: third place in the^ 
top flight, two Wembley finals ▼ 
and two seventh places before a 
slump and the parting of ways. 

One wag at a Fans’ Forum 
astato hew he wotod react if Sul- 
livan's m wrta c* n c director, Kar- 
ren Brady, went into labour. 
Would her husband, Paul 
Peschisoli do, be excused? Fran- 
cis saw the joke, but intriguing); 
the Cana dian striker was soon 
sold. 

Cynics saw his exit as Francis 
laying down the boundaries over 
which Brady, with whom he en- 
joys “an excellent relationship", 
must not stray. Likewise his in- 
sistence on reversing the closure 
rif Bir mingham 's youth scheme. 

and the restoration of basic press 
facilities. But the real power 
struggle, starting this weekend, 
is for a place in foe Premiership. 

A 


Kinkladze and Sinclair hold keys to promotion 


The megabucks may be in the 
Premiership but the presence of 
Georgi Kinkladze, Trevor Sin- 
clair. Terry Venables and Steve 
Bruce means the First Division 
is hardly bereft of bankable 
names. To counterbalance a 
lack of quality in depth, it also 
promises the fiercest competi- 
tion in all four sections. 

Going into the final third of 
last season a handful of points 
separated the sides in play-off 
contention from those fighting 
relegation. If standards are even, 
however, resources are not, al- 
though those with no benefac- 
tor can take heart from the 


promotion of Derby and Sun- 
derland, canny spenders both. 

Leicester’s instant return to 
the land of milk and money, al- 
lied to Crystal Palace’s near 
miss, also indicates that dubs 
dropping from the Premier- 
ship retain a critical edge. Man- 
chester City and Queen’s Park 
Rangers have (so far) resisted 
overtures for Kinkladze and 
Sinclair. If they stay --which will 
depend on a positive start -both 
should be near the summit 

Bolton’s prospects look less 
bright, especially since Sasa 
Curdc has now signed for As- 
ton Villa. Their followers, like 


(^i’wdr^’notdd ftuce Ri- 
och’s availability with interest 

Buying experience for the 
short-term objective of getting 
up is a blueprint established by 
Leeds and Blackburn, who duty 
dispensed with the likes of Vin- 
nie Jones and David Speedie 
once up. Birmingham may not 
expect more than a season or 
two from Steve Bruce, but he 
should be hugely influential. 
Alan Shearer’s best foil, Mike 
Newell, could be a snip at 
£775,000 alongside the £1.5m 
Paul Furlong. 

Wolves' woes last winter 
prove that it is not simply a mat- 


ter of throwing money at the 
market. Mark McGhee’s hon- 
eymoon with a restless support 
will be over if his surprisingly 
low-key dose-season recruits - 
Keith Carle and Iwan Roberts 
to partner Dean Richards and 
Steve Bull in the spine of the 
team - do not produce results. 

Sheffield United’s revival 
provided pleasing confirmation 
of Howard Kendall’s rehabili- 
tation and of boardroom am- 
bition. Nigel Spademan, as 
player- assis t a nt manager, and 


tbe Belarus striker Tester 
Kachnro are die major addfcfoiK 
to a squad already equipped for 
the higher reaches. 

As for Dave Bassett’s new 
charges, Palace, “aft" they have 
to do is recapture theconsstency 
be instilled during their spring 
surge. Much depends on finding 
someone good enough to fill 
Nigel Maityn’s gloves - the St- 
nvM Tracey deal floundered yes- 
terday- and on Ray Houghton’s 
enduing relish for tbe fray. 

NorwKh,wifo Mike \tella 2 r re- 
stored, should be thereabouts if 
not quite there. Spencer Friar’s 
defection to Leicester will not be 


sosA is '£ continuation of Robert 
Ch&sfeTs selling policy ifit means 
hbfdmg'orito Darren Eadie. The 
scenario at Portsmouth has 
echoes of the hostility to Chase, 
and Venables may yet be tempt- 
ed elsewhere if fresh capital is 
not forthcoming. 

. Chariton and Huddersfield, 
having lost Lee Bowyer and 
Andy Booth, may have to set- 
tle for respectability. West 
Bromwich and Swindon could 
be better dark horses. Albion 
followed the cult capture of 
Richard Sneekes by freeing the 
poise strings for Alan Buckley, 
while Steve McMahon is too 


ruthless to rest on the laurels of 
Swindon’s Second Djvfeibn tftfe. 

Neighbourmg Reading and 
Oxford may toQ, along with Old- 
ham, Southend and the Potter- 
ies dubs. Port Vale's KA Cup 
exploits were a fine advertise- 
ment far flair on a shoestring, 
but John Rndge can not defy 
straitened circumstances in- 
definitely. Lou Macari deserved 
an award for taking Stoke to 
fourth place after minimal out- 
lay. Key players have gone, and 
Mike Sbercra and Larus Sig- 
urdsson could follow to ease 
debts, so a repeat would be a 
real loaves-and-fishes job. 



Steve Bruce far hoping 
help Bfrmingtiam go up 


Heath’s mentor becomes rival Wigan given hope by Whelan 


During a brief, unproductive 
stint as an Aston Villa player, 
Adrian Heath came to admire 
Graham Taylor’s man-manage- 
ment style and thoroughness. 
The respect survived Taylor’s tra- 
vails with England, and circum- 
stances have now conspired to 
make them rivals for promotion. 

As Burnley's player- manag- 
er, the 35-year-old Heath is bal- 
ancing a desire to be his own 
man with lessons absorbed from 
the likes of Howard Kendall and 
Taylor. The latter, who took up 
his first such appointment near- 
ly 24 years ago. is back at Wit- 
ford as general manager, striving 
at 5 1 to recreate the rise which 
once made them runners-up be- 
hind Liverpool. 

Each took up his post in the 
middle of a relegation tussle this 
year. Heath won his, Burnley 
gaining some impressive results 
against the promotion pack. 



Tkytor, after 1 
patently forlorn fight to the fi- 
nal fixture, ran out of time. 

Heath bas since brought over 
a Portuguese Under-21 striker, 
Bambo. A fee of £65,000 saw 
Damien Matthew swap Crystal 
Palace for Turf Moor, though 
the master stroke may have 
been to persuade Vince Over- 
son and Nigel Gleghorn to 
move free from Stoke. 

Thylor, abetted by Kenny 
Jacket!, has added Wimbledon’s 
Steve Thlboys and the Sunder- 
land keeper Alec Chamberlain. 
Perhaps more significantly, Wat- 
ford repelled Waives’ interest in 
David Connolly, the teenager 
whose two hat-tricks last spring 
Jed to Republic of Ireland caps. 
A good start and Elton John 
might even fund a few transfers 


amid the tantrums and tiaras. 

MfllwaD also look ready to 
rerive after relegation. Jimmy 
Nicholl has dispensed with his 
Russian misfits and spent £L5m 
in the market he knows best 
Steve Crawford, his chief strik- 
er at Raith, won a Scotland cap 
last year, whQe Nicholl once de- 
scribed the defender Davie Sin- 
clair as “so hard he has tattoos 
on his teeth". 

Baity Fry has suffered de- 
motion too, though his knowl- 
edge of the lower divisions 
should be more useful to Pe- 
terborough than it was to Birm- 
ingham. The coup in acquiring 
Martin O’Connor from Walsall 
showed that Fry sees the need 
for quality as well as quantity. 

Crewe's Dario Gram is Fry’s 
transfer antithesis. The home- 
grown potential of Gareth Wbal- 
ley, Mark Rivas, Frauds Tierney 

and Danny Murphy may have to 


be fulfilled elsewhere, however, 
unless he finds a happy medium 
between being required watch- 
ing and sustaining a challenge. 

Of the promoted dubs, Pre- 
ston have the momentum and 
money to pick up where they left 
off; Plymouth should flourish 
under Neil Warnock; and the 
meanest defence in history 
ought to sustain Gillingham. 
Alan Smith's Wycombe could 
be useful long shots, but Black- 
pool may need longer to i recover 
from blowing promotion and 
sacking Sam Allardyce in favour 
of the unproven Gary Megson. 

The Bristol chibs are again in 
transition, with Rovers moving 
to the city's rugby union dub un- 
der Ian Holloway’s player-man- 
agership. Mere survival would 
nevertheless be a disappoint- 
ment. For Luton, Bury, Shrews- 
bury, Rotherham and York, it 
may the best they can hope for. 


Wigan and Wembley have been 
virtually twinned during the 
Nineties, with all the kudos and 
cash going to the Lancashire 
town’s rugby league giants. If 
Dave Whelan has his way, which 
he usuaty does, the will be the 
season Wigan Athletic fight back. 

Cheered on by a budding 
businessman called Jack Walk- 
er, Whelan played for Blackburn 
in the 1960 FA Cup final - but 
the team lost and he broke his 
leg that day. He later resurfaced 
in Wigan, supporting the 13-a- 
side code and budding up a chain 

Sappilykfor^ the round-bail 
mmordy, the multi-millionaire's 
interest in football was rekin- 
dled. Whelan bought the ailing 
Lades and, like some appren- 
tice Unde Jack, gave notice of 
his ambitions by signing three 
Spaniards a year ago. 

Roberto Martinez, Isidro 


Diaz and Jesus Seba - “Los ires 
Amigos” - coped well with the 
culture shock of cold nights at 
Hartlepool and Mansfield Not 
well enough, though, to keep 
Graham Barrow in the manag- 
er’s job, hs autumn replacement 
by John Deehan revealing the 
owner's restlessness for progress. 

Wigan missed the play-ofis by 
two points, bat look equipped to 
maim sure this time. Deehan 
soon recruited Kevin Sharp, an 
England youth contemporary 
of Butt, Campbell and Fowler, 
for £80.000 from Leeds. This 
summer he has added Don- 
caster str i k er Graeme Jones 
(£150,000) .and Barnsley mid- 
fielder Charlie Bishop (£40,000). 

Carlisle, whose tide 15 months 
ago underlined the importance 
of financial muscle, may be 


Wigan’s chief rivals. Relegation 
was embarrassing after Michael 
Knighton’s boasts of “Europe in 
10 years", but Mervyn Day has 
added imaginatively (Irench de- 
fender Stephane Pbunewatchy) 
to a squad tried and trusted at 
thisleveL 

The picture of potential 
Northern domination is com- 
pleted ty Darlington. Tb lose only 
one away game was extraordi- 
nary; not 10 go up even more so. 
The attempt to improve at home 
will be undertaken without Mat- 
ty Applety, the dfriacni’s best de- 
fender having joined Barnsley. 

Money is so scarce at Here- 
ford that mention of the mar- 
ket usually concerns cattle 
rather than players. A play-off 
place confirmed that Graham 
Tinner’s coaching and organi- 
sational skills were intact after 
his woes at Wolves, and they 
should challenge again 


a 

itte a tight budget, tele- . 
wansea show signs of rer, 
sponding to the ideals Jan* 
Molby brought from Liverpool^ 
Northampton, for whom nth; 
place represented genuine 
progress, may draw big crowds 
to Sixfields if they improve' fur-' 1 ; 
ther, while Colchester, Chested 
and Scunthorpe should also 
in contention. . 

Torquay’s most . important 
pre-season fixture was m court; 
where Stevenage failed to oust; 
the bottom dub. A colourful' 
chairman, Mike Bateson, has £'■ 
new management team - mA 
eluding best-selling author* 
Gariy Nelson - and has wagered-' 
£7,000 on their landing the tilled 
Hard-up Hull could be Con- 1 
fereuoe-boundL with the gimflar lyi 
strapped Scarborough or po* 
teutiaUy homeless Brighton also, 
candidates to replace Tbrquay as* 
the League's last resort . 


Paul on his way to Bath 


Rugby Union 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 

Bath arc expected to announce 
today that they have signed 
Henry Paul from Wigan rugby 
league club on a short winter 
contract. The New Zealander is 
a centre who not only scores tries 
but tacks goals. He therefore pre- 
sents a threat to England's cen- 
tre Jeremy Guscott, since the 
Bath captain. Phil de Glanvflle, 
is hardly likely to be left out. 

Paul.’ 22. is reported to have 
agreed a deal with Bath worth 
around £100,000 for four months, 
the contract running from H Sep- 
tember to 11 January, which co- 
incides neatly with the proposed 
European Cup competition. Hav- 
ing committed themselves to pay- 
ing somell^ approaching £6JX)0 
per week Bato win want thSr mon- 
ey's worth, it is highly unlikely that 


Paul would be put on a rota. He 
could always turn out at full- 
back. but tlane is Jon CaJlard to 
consider. It would mean that Paul 
would mks out on the Pilkinglan 
Cup and the Inner stages of tbe 
Courage League programme. 

But there could be a hitch. 
Paul, together with Vh’iga Tu- 
igamala and Gary ConnoDy is 
challenging a move by the Ru^;- 
by Football League to bar their 
short term moves into union. Tb- 
fgamaia and Connolly arc set for 

Vfesps and Harlequins respec- 
tively, but the League's chief ex- 
ecutive, Maurice Lindsay, has told 
dubs that they must seek the gov- 
erning body's permission before 
agreeing to cross-code transfers. 

However, according to Wigan, 
the contract has been s^ied Tbe 

reason for the short- term nature 
of the deal is because Wigan 
are scheduled to go on a tour 
of New Zealand in iaie January. 


There is also evciy likelihood 
that Bath wiD announce tbe sign- 
ing of a scrum-half. Having missed 
out on Kyran Bracken, of Sara- 
ocas. and Cardiff's Robert How- 
ley, they are thought to be 
interested in Argentina's Au- 


: Barbarians team to play wues 
in Cardiff next weekend. Cffivier 
Roumat will become toe first 
Frenchman to captain feeBaibar- 


Mike Brewer, the fanner New 
Zealand captain, will assist 
tvmrhfng Ireland this season. 
Brewer, a member of the side 
beaten by South Africa in last 
year’s World Cup final, joined 
thelM^in-baseddubBladaodt 
College at the end of last season 
Brewer. He is expected to help 
out this weekend at a five-day 
squad session in Limerick. 

Barbarians team, Digest, 
Page 23 


Spinners bowl over 
Pakistan top order 


Cricket 


The Leicestershire spinners 
Matthew Brunson and Adrian 
Pierson took seven wickets be- 
tween them as Pakistan were 
bowled out for 221 in the Tfet- 
Bitter Challenge match at 
ice Road yesterday. 

It would have been worse for 
Pakistan but fora ninth-wicket 
stand of 79 between Mnstaq 
Ahmed and Ata-Ur-R&hman. 
Mnstaq finished as top scorer 
with 38 and Ata hit a breezy 30 
before being last man oul Brim- 
son claimed 4 for 39 in 21 overs 
and Pierson took3 for 44 off his 
20 overs. By the dose, Leices- 
tershire had replied with 28 for 
L with Iain Sutcliffe bawled by 
the last baD of the day, from Mo- 
hammad Akram. 


Only three of the six sides in 
contention at the top of the 
County Championship are in ac- 
tion today. Derbyshire, who fore 
rivals Nottinghamshire at Der- 
by, will be without ali-rounder 
Colin Wells, who has a back in- 
jury, and the pace bowler An- 
drew Harris (side-musde strain). 

Kent will again be without 
their England all-rounder Mark 
Kaiham for fee visit of Somer- 
set- F aRiam is still suffering 
from the strained rib muscle 
which forced him out of the 
reckoning for fee second Tbst 
at Headmgley. Trevor Ward 
will continue as captain. 

The 23-year-old Richard 
Kettleborough is to replace fee 
departed Australian Michael 
Bevan in fee Yorkshire side for 
fee match at Bristol, against 
Gloucestershire. 


Ledingham leads charge 


Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 

Captafo J ohn I eriingham arms 
to win the Silk Cot Derby for the 
third time in succession (and the 
fourth overall) when he rides 
Kflbaha in this annual classic at 
Hkkstead on Sunday. The con- 
test carries a record British 
first prize of £40,000, and is tbe 
climax of fee four-day meeting 
that starts this morning. 

Ledingham had intended to 
ride Kfibrnha as part of the Irish 
Olympic team in Atlanta, but 
the gelding had. a fever on the 
day feat fee horses were to fly 

to the United States, and he had 

to be left behind. Having missed 
fee Games, fee 13-year-old 
should strip a fresh horse for 
Hickstead 

Three riders have won fee 
Hickstead Derby on four occa- 


sions: Harvey Smith (whose fa- 
mous V-sign was made after his 
1971 triumph), Ireland’s Edtfie 


in a row on the great Boom- 
erang) and Michael Whitaker 
(who had three in succession on 
Monsanta). 

Whitaker wffl be fee only one 

of fee trio in possible con- 
tention for a record fifth victo- 
ry. He rides two stallkms, Elton 
and James Keman's Touch- 
down, and is waiting to see how 
they go. Elton was placed in 
three classes in Dublin last 
week, but Whitaker has not yet 
competed with Tbuchdown. He 
brought fee stallion back from 
Dublin to ride wide Keman is 
recovering from a broken arm. 

Nick Skelton, whose three 
consecutive Silk Cut Derby vic- 
tories were initiated in 1987, is 
likely to be the home favourite. 
Skelton has missed die last two 


| 

derbies because he waswifeouL 
a suitable mount for fee Hick!!" 
stead course, but he believes? 
feat fee mare Cathleen should 
be a worthy ride.. 

“Some horses take to Hick-. 
stead, and Cathleen is.one ot 
Jbem," Skelton said “She^veiy! 
brave and scopey, she can jump! 
big fences wife ease and nofe^ 
mg spooks her." The mare 
proved that in winning the Kmf£ 
George v Gold Oip cm fee Ss»i. 
sex course last month, so. has?- 
e ^“ed the chance to tadde the 1 
ultimate Hidmtead challenge.'. 

John Whitaker will bc aP 
ValkenswaarcT in' ffie 'Netfe ' 
lands, looking for even richer 
pickings, while the Hickstead 
meeting is in progress. Having . 

won the P ulsar Grand 
Monterrey last year, he wffl ears/ 
a £390,000 bonuslf he winsfeSL 
same contest 4t the Dutctf 
venue. 
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” Davies speeds off in hot pursuit of British Open title 


TOW GLOVER 


Laura Envies is renowned for whL TJ^XPi to 8 - e i. one S^.SfaeisbadcalWibunjfor 
the length of her driving but few S?* 1 ® *■ ^ WectaWx British Open, 

reputation as a speld mer- aJt J oughnot **«* starts today but Davies, 

chant is also gaining^ctsaie £* Elites a fluneJca the 

replaced her BMW with a £ S?-* 1 } 6 5“ °° l * ^ horses, might have 

Ferran and yesterday she re- chh^chftJn 3 *^ an ma_ rese rvations about betting on 
v^sheha^ciodted^K; herself to win this one. * 

^1 did it m Germany,” sbesEcL nrorC5Uud **" For one thing the field is re- 


33F™ 

where- else ” ° 11 S av,es ^ f>een Phenome- 


only Eurc^e’sfinest bulls of 
the leading 20 on the American 
lour. Even more si gnifican t, 
however, is the fact that 
Woburn, which seems to have 


more trees that Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park, is one of the few 
places that Davies has not 
burned up. 

The tightness of the course 
acts as a brake against the 
power of her driving. Davies 
does not think she will be able 
to use her driver on more than 
half a dozen boles. Twelve 
months ago she was five over 
par after the first four boles and 
finished joint 45th. “ 1 have to 
get off to a good start, nothing 
flashy, just keep the ban in 
play, she said. “I am much 


more consistent than I used to 
be and am thinking my way 
around courses much better. 
Years ago I said that if I ever 
won 50 tournaments I would re- 
tire but I had only won two 
when 1 said that. That is a hor- 
rible thought isn’t it- pul me 
teeth over here in a glass of wa- 
ter.” 

Although Davies is ranked 
one in the world on the Ping 
Leaderboard. she was relegat- 
ed to second in the European 
Order of Merit and on the US 
LPGA Tour by the 25-year-old 


Swede Annika Sorenstam, the 
first European to top the mon- 
ey lists on both sides of the At- 
lantic. In addition Sorenstam 
has woo the US Open two years 
running. 

“It was going to be hard to 
beat 1995 which was such a good 
year,” Sorenstam said, "but so 
far my scoring average is low- 
er ana I fee] 1 am becoming a 
better player. I have totally 
worked on my game." Soren- 
stam. who won seven colle- 
giate titles while at the 
University of Arizona, won the 


European lour rookie of the 
year award in 1993 after fin- 
ishing second in the Ford Gas- 

sic at Woburn. 

She was also joint second in 
the British Open at Woburn, be- 
hind the Australian Karric 
Webb, last year. “1 like the 
course, it feels like home," 
Sorenstam said. “It certainly 
suits my game. I like tn place mv 
lee shots with a three -wood. It 
is too Light to bit driver." 

Webb has also made a big 
impact in America, earning her 
card on the LPGA Tour cour- 


tesy of her victory in the British 
Open. She finished second, 
first, second in her first three 
tournaments in the United 
States and has consolidated 
her form in recent weeks. “It is 
all beyond my wildest dreams." 
she said. “Originally my goal 
was to keep my card" Webb has 
been so successful she has 
bought a house and a car in Or- 
lando. Florida. Yesterday she 
went for a spin down the Ml in 
a more exotic form of transport, 
a white-knuckled passenger in 
Davies’s Ferrari. 
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4 PARALYMPICS: British squad look to record haul of gold as Atlanta hosts another world sporting occasion I-©™* has 

Power and 1 


glory on 
the track 


One gold, eight silvers, seven 
bronze — that was Britain’s 
l medal haul in the Olympic 
ft Games just gone. Forty golds, 
47 sflvere and 41 bronze - that 
was Britain’s total in the 
Barcelona Paralympics four 
years ago, jl figure they are 
surely destined to surpass in 
Atlanta over the next 10 days. 

If John Major needs a sport- 
ing donation to the feelgood 
factor of his re-election cam- 
paign, he knows where to look. 
There are 244 athletes out 
there waiting to hand him the 
election on a golden plate, es- 
pecially after a morale-building 
week at their training camp on 
a naval air station in Pensaco- 
la, Florida. 

After three days of classifi- 
cation - checking disability 
categories and reclassifying 
athletes with deteriorating 
conditions- the good feelings 
start tonight in the Olympic 

* Stadium, where Christopher 
? Reeve, the Superman actor 
■ paralysed after a fall from his 

horse, takes on the job of MC 
for the opening ceremony. 

: Aretha Franklin. I Aa Mmneffi 
and Cariy Simon will be there, 
and organisers promise “peo- 
ple performing jumps, in 
wheelchairs and disabled peo- 
ple flying through the air ” 

Thmgp have progressed since 
Dr LudwsGumnann began us- 
ing sports as therapy at Stoke 

• Mandevffle for Second Warid 
Vfax veterans with qxnal-cbord 
injuries. In 1948 be set up a com- 
petition between sports chibs 
and hospitals to coincide. with 
the London Olympics, and by 


1960, when the International 
Stoke MandeviDe Games took 
place in that year’s Ohrapic city, 
Rome, there were 400 athletes 
from 23 countries. Pope Paul VI 
called Dr Gottmann the “de 
Coubertin of the paralysed". 

If it stiD needs saying, the 
word “paralympics” refers to 
“parallel Olympics”, not “para- 
plegic Olympics” as (he broad- 
caster David Coleman referred 
to them four years ago, al- 
though for a long time there 
were ontywheekfcair events. By 
Tbronto in 1976, when blind 
and amputee events were 
added, there were 1,560 ath- 
letes from 40 countries, and At- 
lanta is playing host to 4,000 
from more than 120 countries. 

There is far less sense of dis- 
abled sport being on lie mar- 
gins than leading up to Barce- 
kma, when pubfic consciousness 
was first aroused. In 1980 the 
Olympic hosts, the Soviet 
Union, refused to have the 
Games in their country - how 
could they when, according to 
their statistics, there were no 
disabled people in their land. 

Two years ago, Arthur Tun- 
stall, the then Australian rice- 
president -of .the Common- 
wealth Games Federation, em- 
barrassed onfyhimsdfwteai he 
used the wmd “embarrassing" 
to describe the inclusion of 
whedchair racing and disabled 
swimming and bowls in the 
1994 Cammouweahh Games. 
The outrage be provoked 
showed that some attitudes 
are no longer acceptable. 

There are other positive 
signs: disabled athletes were re- 



Big wheels turning: The British Paralympians wfll be out to secure Atlanta honours over the next 10 days Photo^aph: Gary Mortimore/Allsport 


centiy mrinried on the Royal 
Mail's series of stamps to cele- 
brate IOOyears of the Olympics. 
InApril, Nike hunched a poster 
campaign featuring Peter Hull, 
the s wimm er who won three 
gplds in 1992. And the BBC is 
taking things more seriously. In 
1992 coverage was limited to 

time ther^^^^halSour 
nightly sJots. 

lt is difficult not to con- 
clude, these days, that the dis- 
abled have earned their place 


in the international sports are- 
na. Not that that’s all good. Just 
as sport as a whole is a mirror, 
of society, so necessarily is dis- 
abled sport. There is drug 
abuse, for example. And there 
is even a unique variation used 
by some wheelchair athletes - 
a technique called “boosting", 
in which they deliberately injure 
the already damaged parts of 
their bodies. The athlete feels 
no pain, but the body responds 
as £f he or she did, raising the 
blood pressure and releasing 


noradrenaline, allowing the 
body to do more work. Scien- 
tists. aie.diridetLaver .whether 
iMxas an effect,- bat-one -study 
found a 10 per cent improve- 
ment in performance. 

Unfortunately, it is difficult 
to act against as it occurs nat- 
urally in some quadraplegics 
and_paiaplegics. Thnm Grey 
MBE, probably Britain’s best- 
known disabled athlete, ac- 
knowledged its existence 
recently, saying: “It’s vitally 
important the authorities find 


a way of testing for it, and soon. 
Otherwise it could develop in 
the way that anabolic steroids 
have in able-bodied sport." 

There are other uxuque prob- 
lems, such as the whole con- 
tentious area of classification. 
Like many teams, the British 
have spent ifee last three days 
putting in appeals over certain 
athletes’ disability status. For- 
tunately, the whole operation 
has taken place in an unex- 
pected cool snap. No torture in 
tropical heal - so far. 


There are obstacles left over, 
though, from the “Operation 
Cock- Up” that was the Olym- 
pics. When I asked Caroline 
Scarlc. of the British Para- 
lympic Association, If three 
weeks of competition had en- 
abled the organisers to smooth 
out the wrinkles, her laugh had 
that telling gaily embittered 
tone. “Ob no. In fact, the prob- 
lems spilled over and we spent 
the first two or three days run- 
ning to catch up." No change 
there then. 


Ivan Lendl, twice Wimbledon 
runner-up and a man who won 
more than tl.kSm in prufe- 
money in ho professional ten- 
nis career, competes in the 
Chcmapnl Czech Open in Mar- 
iaaske Laznc today, and savs tr 
could tv the most embarrassing 
moment of his sporting file. 

Czeeh-horn l.endl. who hu> 
lived m Connecticut for sever* 
:d years and is now a United 
States citizen, lias ne\ er played 
in such a Mg golf event before, 
though he has been playing on 
the North American Mini-Tour 
since retiring from tennis two 
years ago. 'Known as "Old 
Stoneface" on the tennis courts 
because he rarely showed emo- 
tion. whatever the score, Lendl. 
36. sayv “You must not make 
too much out of my game. I’m 
a keen golfer and I enjoy com- 
petitions hut 1 am not Nick Fal- 
do. I practise occasionally at the 
LeadbeUer Golf Academy in 
Florida, and 1 have met Nick 
Faldo and tried to learn tn- 
waiching him practise.** 

The winner of eight Grand 
Slam tennis tournaments is now 
a professional hut became one 
in unusual fashion. “I signed a 
tennis contract with Mizuno. 
who stipulated that when I 
played golf 1 had to play with 
their dubs. This, in effect, made 
me a professional but it did not 
mailer to me one way or another. 

“Now 1 play in quite a few 
celebrity 1 events, as well as small 
professional tournaments, along 
with other sports stars like Pfcte 
Sampras and Michael Jordan." 

Lendl was asked to play in the 
Czech tournament by Chetn- 
apoL the sponsors, in February 
, but look three months to accept, 
and said he did so “with a vert- 
heavy heart". He will play the 
first two rounds with two Eng- 
lishmen, Andrew CoUrson from 
King’s Lynn and John Bicker- 
ton from Worcester. “Mv big- 
gest golfing ambition is to be 
able to play a round without 
looking for a ball." said Lendl, 
who shot 69, two under par. and 
73 in two practice rounds. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


* England’s junior men are 
outdone by the women 


Hockey 


England had a mixed day 
agamst Germany on the second 
day of the Volvo Masters Four 
Nations Junior Tb urn ament in 
Vught yesterday, with the 
women winning 3-2 wh ile the 
men lost their game 2-1, writes 
BUl<>brinfrcmaVi!^it,Ned»er- 

The men, who dominated for 
long periods, lost their way 
through woeful finishing, going 
behind 21 minutes into the 
second half to a Sebastian 
Schmoranzer penalty comer. 
England were on terms withm 
a minute, witb Stuart 
Humphries driving through the 
German defence. Five min- 
utes later, the goalkeeper N«k 
Thylor, who had made a num- 
ber of fine saves, just failed to 
keep out Christian Kurtzs 
penalty stroke. 

; England’s women, whose ae- 

i JErehad looked brittle against 
South Africa in the opening 
game despite their M victory. 


were supreme yesterday against 
the Germans, particularly m the 
second half, when their oppo- 
nents mounted a series of ajj- 


AMEH1GAN LEAGUE: BUwnon! 4 MKwaufcM 3; 
Boson T lorarao 5; Oag)WnSai B Kew 
York Wee* 4; Ten* 6 Desna 2; CUtontt 4 
award 2 Mmanu 6 OeMand % 5on)e9 
Kanea, Oty S- 

IMDONM. iBUwe Mama2 PitfaMpMOna 

0o^MniaSPtkl8dBbfw2<saa>a(f«am«; 
Rwm 5 Coiradp ft Ctaamaa ID San CMS) 4; 
Mon&m 7 Houma 4; San fonxxo 12 Pun- 
ftaritlft Cheap CM* 3 New W Man 2: toa 
Angeles 8 Si Ldu* 4. 


Cricket 


WDUD 8 (a SM Uoka, 24 Au0«Q: Jtatara*. 
On IM». capo. A ftaoei (ZntaMi. M Wa«i 
ManW.Tandutar(hvia]. SMn^itAusma). 
Haaly (Ausoafev. BHwp (Was taexj. PrtMta 
OoiwAMLAtnU Qatt iWManl. Moan *► 
M). StaMk (Zkiubw), IW (Non ZMand). 
KntbUnW. 


Football 

The St Mirren managpt, Jim Bone, re- 


nents mounted a series of ag- 
gressive assaults. Caroline 
Gilbert and the goalkeeper 
Katy Roberts were outstanding 
performers. 

Early penalty-comer strikes 
from Melanie Clewlow sent 
England on their winning way 
with a two-goal lead after 27 
minutes, and Helen Grant 
strode again early in the second 
halt 

ENGLAND (woman V Qmuy): K Robwt* 
(BhJBlarM: C QNbeit (Htfuowd. i Hat^ 

or (Uxtfttorou*i Students}; V Knott (Bat 
sam tacaart. MM oirt n a o Onufitbaougfi 
Students): K Bowriaa (Bataan taieesw), F ; 

QooM iam aJMeWtwtttfiSaOtBffla. Lidia 
oombo fHWttOnm. capd: S Blank* (Baton 
Ink«ter).Hew«(BrBdMSirfmeniWtl, i 
P MHor (Btuehara)- Sotettoto* naoct M | 
Ctawtow (CBnaaftaxy). 1 Bboaon Oaa). X 
Taylor (AidndBel and D Maretam-fiattfa ] 


Ba rt i t m 

The BudMft&er Championship tMrmers 
Bnnai^wn BuUats haw signed four 
Amencan players in their quest to de- 
fend their title. Their coach. Mick 
Nurse, has signed guard Lyme Tynm 
and centre Scott VAMe, as weO as for- 
wards Todd Johnson end 'Fabulous' 
Ftoumojt 


s®«d last mght In protest at the dub's 
decision to dispense with the services 
of his assistant, Kenny McDowaU. for 
financial reasons. 

Heart of Mafiottiian haue s&ied the far- 
mer Oldham Atftietic striker Daren Beck- 
ford on a short-term contract and have 
released Alan Lawrence, who has re- 
turned to tWrie for a nominal fee. 
Sky Sports imK televise bve Spanish 
Let^je footositJas season, starting next 
month. 

Switzerland have appointed the VfB 
Stuttgart coach. Rotf Frtnger, a 39^<ear- 
oWAiBtrtan-bom Swiss, as their national 
team coach in successnn to AnurJOfB*. 

SCOTTISH FOOTBALL LEASUC CHALLOWC 

cue Saomdrood me ebk vFaMc *•» 

now v East Sarnie OamavWenDnv Queen 
rf Gaum: Seeraaenr OM MW v DunbK Sw- 
ing Muon v hmw CbI Thuds; A)f v Si JBOn- 
BJone. UM v HamAon. (Ties tabe pinyoa 27 
or2BAupnt). 

TDCSOAV-S LAXE RESULTS! SoottWfa CoovCobi 
Cup — umI wt Artrtn 3 Raffl 2 laflcrcxpfl 
«wjt BfucJm o Htonw 2: Dundee 2 Dwnb- 
wmn 1; EM FA 1 St JOhmame S; FMt 2 Ai- 
BkvXMoraKi IHantftiM Uononnan 
4-3 on pmwUmk anwnock 0 *»r 1; Modw- 

W9fl 0 Moa 0 (MC. aim m 4-2 on pnHni; 
Pam* 3 FWtw 0: Queen 1 * PartO toerdeen 2 
St Mere* 4 Bemei <s Snwg l Dunm UB1 2. 
pi* ■m»un fnucsw Mmne IMOh 
leraBoneie z; MWKM i He m caafa z mob r- 
itiot 1 **•«■■ U 1: AHnncnam o HuUefiMd n 






taatf 04 « USA (R Benan*) 2S-1& 

Cook Wend* <B AwmmA fat Aqpoana Al VtmttaQ 
2S-13; Entfwd (WLne)bi Nentta 0 JpuOen) 
25-M; ScoHand U Undores) M Fi(r a TMWjw) 
2S-17;Zvum (M LM t&NewZaatond a HnwQ 
a5-ai:B»W wnn ga Mi^ MM ^i*jMana e- 

NHMAMC (M MoO 
bi Kenm IM am) 25-19. Sncflon Nreto- 


ftfc hsans tC AMenoni « Spm © heel 25-9; 
SoinMn U PoAcf ^aiWato p JwiCTia- 

SS:!^Si < Wito3| l 5tSSSSwP«»e- 1 


m %-m Fourc nefl 

wand ip HacUe. C Otwnm 
bt Bomana 30-10: Cook tatands bt setfvwe 
20-15; Soon Africa hr ZamlM 25-15; TMted 
;*SC5 K iWaysa 2»2tt BWm*l (N Shaw. J Bfc- 
er. 0 RnphU. M PneaJ tr h« run 24-M: 
Kenya H NeHMrtands 27-15: Scotland (M 
Uanam, J ft>mwL 9 Fonym. S GBoWyl R Sw»- 
am 19-36. SwUeaTwee J9-41; 

NDfUh MM U Japan 30-7: WUes {A SUttw- 

bnd, A Doran, i Mtawn. B Mogm) n Guernsey 
V Smon. J ManeL S Pmi. J MoWe) 24-13; Aus- 


t&am 


B*QUUffl(monv C a na Bw y}- Nttay1orCH8- 
want); J Evmnctt (Canwbuxvt, R T«W (Ha- 
n«; D Byfleld (East (tasteed), J Cofcw 
CEasr Grotstead). K Rwafay fToddineon); S 
Hmaphde* ConWOuyt, 0 Qrm«l CuMnn. 

capo. M Peora [Reaflin g). P M tttow 
(Carwrtuyl. A Boyaa (EaHGrmsffiaffl.Sub- 
atftnte* osat L Hod*** (Bounals) and 
Msntuoet Knchm (BojanxBd). 


NW UEADBBQARD W0NDIS W0MS RAWV- 

WQSt 1 L tern (tn» 365.99pss: 1 A Sam- 
asm iSwnl 36403; 3 L Neunartn iSwd 31550: 
4KWH» <Aml 232.7&BM Uabn (US) 223.-19; 
e D Pepper (US) 21226: 7 M McGurai IKSi 
204J6: B K Itotto* (USi 204-08; BJCeode* 
(US) 16753; 10 V Stowier IUS1 34311. Ottim 
GK 13 A Mcnofrn t&if) 127^0: 27 1 Kacfrney 
imo 88.65; 40 I Joftnson (tn® Ga_6a 60 L 
FMctauai (Eos 5&08; 80 J Fames (Seal 
48.74; 84 P Wo©* (SCM 44.10. MICHbU lEl« 
42JDCt 7DJ Uaiey ©W 4L83: 90C P«fln» Ei« 
32 JK; SI D Rad (SCO) 32JXK M S SeudMCk 
(Enp 2850. 


Hockey 

VOLVO MASIBCB UNOCR-21 TOUmuMEHT 
(vatfK. NaaOMoK En0ana 1 Gemaw a Narw- 


RCA CHAH M 0HHBP Q— — p—Hi Hnt 

round: ACDncne ISO) KGRaaualFrlA-1 6- 

& U Knowte iBanami t»T Namur (00) 6-2 
2-6 6-4; B UUaacn iCz Rep) M J Bu*> ISjD 
&2 6-4: S Bryan iUSl HFDeWur(Bil)6-l & 
~ i Foma UWp be J GanainO IUS) 6-4 8-4; 
M Ondnefca ISA* fit A Vbaiaa fftomi 6-1 6-2; 
I Satamen tusuattvtni tusi 64 141 T- 
6; C Wtoodmff (US'i M G StalbMf ISA) 6-2 7-5; 
D Nadar iCan) bt F Uonon (US) &-3 7-6: T 
Jonanaan iSwei u G Pom (Id 36 7-S 6-1. 
Second mad: P SodVna (US' tt D Mraon 
(U5i 7-6 6-7 62; 1 Mam (U5l br M Hadad 
(Ooll 2-6 G- 2 6-1. RWenacmiAJSlbtC carat ■ 
6 tttJ 6-3 61; T Haas (Gan » 8 Fwhn HO 6 
1 62: D Wheaton (US' be T Woodonan i/Loj 
6 L 6 1; P Ware* id B*o* ta & ftaeoaeuo n» 
2-6 64 7-5. 

ACUftA CLASSIC *wnn TOURNAMENT 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


Mb 2 WosWi X. Woman: Efldand 3 Gennany 
2; Name dan a* 5 South Africa ft 


23 £197 12 HOJSO; 21 £4 

£12.9aiOI>aB>aKiad.Sk 


94Ma£4M&eO: 
D4.75 tarOaa; 


I149l«» 
£2055: 23 
■30. IX MOMK 
£2-50. U Myc £J.35a.OO. HM IMk 
dm* Mb £46510: 23 £3.70: S £0-60; 
31 £030. Four Wa na: £1406 EUM (k>«mk 


md. Sk aaaya! 0336 Indw n akaa 10. 
34.3L2. 37.S. MBkiK-Mfa 


34.31.2. 37. 23. BAtawTi^dm* 24*1* 
£44321; 33 £925; 22 £696 Fov dranc 
£3726 lOhooMKOMa BUM »me £56. 76 


D) Dagenham 3 Levin* Oneni 3: Ended 3 
BDumemeuih3:Harid«ilBHMl:NonRarnp- 
a i; NwtiMeh 4 TdMtm » It 


Rugby Lb^bo 

The St Helens prop Adam Rtgerty has 
been cleared to play m Sunday’s Su- 
perLeoguegNTwa^instSheffiMEa- 
0es after the Ru^jy League’s csecutoe 
committee decided he had no cm to 
v*swerallBrbeingplacedonreixndur- 
inglast Saturday's win in ftjns. Wton'S 
Mamn Had and Leeds’ NckRazatti also 
esca p ed censixe after an Incident w test 
Friday’s meeting between the two 
rear®. 


N Man U*nni ta M Sack Ckoan- 1* 63 
63: E Makama iRw ta U6l B Serve (A up 
63 6-4; B Rarer (Gert M C Snaar (Gar* 62 
6-0: L waved (US* H R HaMo UiDan> 7-S 6 
3: KBoogeft iTMtil bt L Ne*nd 0*0 63 61 ; 
P DIMM (Get* M Y BeeukDJnMni 7-6 2-6 6 
1; Knt illSJ ta Al MMOei Mtanew 6-4 3-66 
2. Saoeod leuad: s Cat itkn at h Atm IUS* 
6-4 62: A oeeoer isai ta j im am* iusi 

6- 4 60; 5 Fama (It) » N Taurat [Frt & 7 63 
62; V M frO ama «US* W LWM iUS* 61 62: A 
pete ikpan* H G Laon Gaiu (Stx 67 3-6 & 
4; l Pave re mt IUS* «r lukam (W 7-5 62; 
A Fnaer (USJ « D Graham it® 7-6 20 7-5. 
UA Tu a mH * SATELUTE (IMa rt Matf Marfa 
aaoond nmatt V VnAata naw B n -Jrasi K C 
Sne*(kaj 7-66763: 1 Sms (08) txTHUe- 
brand (S*c) 7-6 6-4. M HO iAu*i bt J Dane 
sen (GBJ 7-661; PHandoGSi bt hSoenoer 
(OBJ &?63;CSmatfiUSj KGSata) iGSi 

7- 6 61; D Roberts (SAl K G Henomon iGSi 
67 6-4 62; A Feeder IG0) ta II BouldM (SBi 
63 62; NWkaMGB* H I Bates IGS) 7-661. 


Sp ood wi y 

730 unba sated 

PHFwat l£ASUE: (psmen v WOAvfhamp- 
tnn. MddiB6t*«wi v Scoocn McnarttK; 5tv£- 
hwovW polf (7351. 

pCBNuy STAR CUP Ouarter-flnai that 
Mr Unaon v PEterttarougn 

Othorsport* 

WMaS; Womer.'s Wodd Outttoor Ovaradcn- 

sno (LeantatfjDn Son*. 

C TCUWB:S *> Score. Grand Pm (Brtguon*. 
mmnaWBM! Derby meeting (HtcV- 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of football clubs ; 


in the FA Carimg Premiership 
aort the Nationwide Football 
League who have secured 
shirt sponsorship deals with 
breweries or brands of beer. 


PGOTBAU; ITMeawn fnendly; Ossett Tow* 
* Samslev a [7.3W. 

OOtft Weeutu Women's British Open (Wo- 
txant. 


THE l-^BEPETtPEST 


CRICKET 


evening racing resu 


lts 


ton 3 Anecal 30 1; NprdMctt 4 Tfinffiem JO li 
Stoke 2 (Mia ffiw 6 Wttkwdn Sawd Milt 
laapw cup Mcwd rant: Ana 0 Ciusadara 3; 

Henm & Wll wtum 2 cm* 3 ow: Pom- 


dM*2 Naan fciaMHpl OUnSaid 5: CWeraine 
3 taenpw 2 laetiTBi^n 2 Omagh J. 



HAMILTON 

qrraiehi Ftorecasc £1*.7S. . 

“0 s ^ *122: trt 

- Mule 1I*1« * wu 

B ran- 3-1 ^ MaSaourra 
IM Channort. TW* 
£4.20. DF: O&30- OSFi 
gf?g.wSr^M tor 5AOO***** 

A I ?S?HIGEB0r U mnune) M; 2. Pan- 

KtS B fflCh 3 . ’MP 

™*i r fcfia £1.60. £1.40. £1-50. Duai 
%%Js£LH>.G 0 . CorrgtoxStr*W t*n- 

t~5sasesff*~m 

6 raa 4. 2. (R Ha rm). -tote: 

£9- 10 - for8C * sfc 

i£S.«R«a*. 

SANDOWN 

MS 1. OTK* (G MM^rfi M 3L 
v 3. Sew«w« 

to PttmhOim 2 'h. «*H*d- ts 

CSP. £44wBaTHeust £23067- 
^yc^ LfttoWlAPtPBIoa rtlelig m- 

!; aftMtlh* WMta ia-2; 3. Bp 


ufty i6-i. 12 an. 61 fav mcatlma (4tt*l 
1V-, iy t {R Guest}. Wk £13JO; £31X3, 
£2.40, ££Ua 0 ft £3730. CSR £66-17. 
Trto; £373-10, Non Runner Hot Shah 
645:1. CENTRE STALLS (SSanCWs) 16 
Jj 2. Pt nm teni Quest 7-4 tar; 3. tandiU 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Ms £12-50: £2^0, £130. £2 30. DR 
£17^0- CSR £2&8B.Ttix £33.40. ton Run- 
ners: uxnOMD & Pater Nosffit 

7TK.i.8Al lYWUCELiy IS Sanders) 

4 for, 2. JbiMh 15-1’ 3L TWor Mand IS- 
l.SnB.lVi.1%. {R4tahus0.'fcte:£3^ 
£1.70. £1-90. £2.10. DR £14.80. 
fig 7 7 Tncaec £7032. Tho: £l3M. 
Wte Rato, BojdSaatBn. 

SAR 1. CENTRE SDUAS(SS*r*daaj 30- 
U 2. Phantom Quart 7-4 IK liWH 
10-1 6 rw*. K nk. {R Johnson Hottfdort. 
ME £1230; £2.60, £130. £230. Oft 
07 70 CSR £2636- TrtK £33.40. Non 
Rumrs tonftwo, aw NostBr. 


Tetley’s CttaUenge Series 

fhtt dtycf tfree: U .0 today 

Lafcettanblra v Palditan 

iBCEStSte l e«cBa»rahin»,viihfaatneaet>. 

ondtaAerwichets atmfe£ tmB PaMatan 
by 353 ML 


fl Jack Barry has dee** «* > 
(aatetaMndOatw»iitaCWMpQ* > *^ > ‘ 
Owpe Staken kW a *w* tortjii 
John CanoX *»0 revwt ® the nonHvnmrja 
poflqrwhW* bioutftt the horse aaeote 


fedt m the a*wfijrlong Mr OfP « ^ 
tat last time. •■■“•SL'fiSffS! 

aasg 

araatasssar 


PMOSnN - Fbat hMinet 

Shaoab Ksta b Bdnoon — 

ShaHd Aimer C KM b UMnS -1 

SaeadAnwerstMKKibBnunon 32 

•Aemr Sohal b Brfmson 

SaSm MoW( c pareons b Plenon 32 

ABfMuJtatjecSrrtth&PfHSon 14 

tAtafri Khan c A b Hasn 2 

Saoiato utehtaq e Neon b Pavens 4 

MiEhtBq AbrnMf c won b Rmmw M 

«9^-W*man c SmXh b Brtmson -30 

Mohamm ad Atoam not am — 

Um OS, 613. ad. nb4) — -23 

Ibtaimo at**) 32 1 

Mb I S, 2-S3, 3-62, *40, S-12B. 6131. 

7-142. 6142. 6221- 

Bowftc; MUTE 36340-1; Pmare 266 

42-2; WH 5*2-160: Pleraon 20644*3: 

Brimson 21-639-4; Ctarke 61-160 

1SCSSTERSMRE - firtl 

D I. Madfly «x out — — — 

) J Staefrta b Mohamsad FMBH* — 

Odma (W. — ■■---j 

Total (for 1, 10 eiMi — 

ML- 1-28. 


TbbBt: BFSmnh. AHabfc, VPCiarKe. *VJ 
Wde, tP A toon, DJ MBnSwOJ Persons. A 
R K nereon. M T Bilmson. 

Borthf: Ataur-Reftman 2 0-6-0; Moham- 
mM Afcam 5-i-lfl-l; MusMaq Ahmed 3-1- 

Uaphw: M J Ktctun and G Shap. 
SECOND W CfMMnONSMP (rtnal day of 
U*es} SoSbuft Surrey 139 and 284; War- 
taCWdre 272 And 155 tor 1. WmidaUra 
by Ota* nfehata. Potartonc Kent 237 
and B6 ftr S dec; OouoeMBnrttB 63 tor 2 
(W and 272 for 7, 6laiioe*ttnMn>KMby 
tt ta eadchrts. 0 n*(h«n:lelcesteishlre 262 
and 246 tor 4 dec; Suns 21T ta 9 dee ana 
144. LaioutenblM won by 147 ran*. 


Rngby Unhm 

the Old Wesley prep Henry Huitey, a 
member of Ireland's 1995 World Cup 
squad, has agreed a one-year fufl-tme 
contract with the Courage Lea#® Two 
dub, Moseley: The 30- year-old follows 
dubooach Math Arecomteto The Had- 
tfinga. 

The former Wales Internationa] hooter 



r MeeKwfflnws the whole season 
breaking a leg and dslocatins an 


in a training session with New- 
bridge. Meek had Just returned to foil 
fitness alter a sa-monthspefl in prison 
lest yean 

BARBARIANS (v VIMek IMK 24 Aon** 
A Afilata (Stamm A Boa* IFW. S fllaa 
ff cans. R OeraON ffance), R Vtalira (Vi^bd: 
p Haaskd (AMaaaa). a Pldiat (AteemoK A 
DWUScofend), J tar OHttndi. RSoow Cana- 
tfath R HcCaS (Aunrata). 0 Roodtat [Franc*. 
— “ IF|4.APene (New Zeeland]. 


BRRANHC ASSURANCE COttWYCHAI^ 
10NSMP (Oretday of four): Draby: Deiby 
Ehta vNodn^BiBlM. Bdtadb QouaseahinB 
v'M&ire. Conta hu tr. KeravSnmOTBL Old 
1MtetaUnartkevhtaTohke.lanrKiad- 
deanvMbiBQEUrshte. Bfobaaton: waMtok- 
MMvGkmoign 

TOUR MATCH (Flrat day ef farebeater- 
teetmt: foca a « south Attica a. 
SECOND UNDBMBTCSr (Hart d^oTtera): 
WtoicestH: &0end v NewZbeiana 
BAMtKK&-ntOPMys«HMteil {On# aayh 
tfinddey; LdasssnhimvMtoreestBnnm. 
MMOR C0UNI1BS CfMMPIONSHP (Rat 
day of bare: Stone: SteffanhNre v SuftAk. 


r*WW.PJe»(Peri5r»«« 

R Jowaa (Wiled. P Brake (betonej. £ Drataa 
(Twottfiy 1 VWte3 AL 

TbudIs 

nuir kn mtbbuiioiul tournament 


i ■* Toufr lin|&.. : ’ 
0891 881 48Si 

: : Mimtim \ 

News and Kedglts 

‘ «891 525075; 

Oafryshir&VO©f 52^370 
Durfcam , 0891 5^371 
Bsek / 089155 ^ 372 
datAorett 0891 ^J 373 
Gk^cs. i. 0891525374 
Han^sfe ©891^25375 
Kent f " 089 T 525376 
Lanosfia^ 08915253^7 


[Usd/ 08 V 525378 
Middlesex 0891 525379 
Nor&nfc 0891525380 
0091525301 
Sfei^set 0891525382 
SOW ^*91 52S'3t3 
Svesat- 525384 

^&e^0891 525^7 


eedonanotmmtjae* 
Son* (IH 61 62: 8 Hindi 

62T-«(7-3);A0B«en(US) 
62 M 6-4; L 




7^62:MGUB- 


K P HBBIUi (TMM 66 64 8-4; S SUIe (AU9> 
MR Twa fart 44 64 7-S; M Kmc* [US* t* 
puantwai 1-664 7-6. f e ewM i iAW diJCw 
(USI bt nstran (M 76 63: v KttiMM 
ul tt A OlhiMfa AM 67 63 63 


BETTING 

GUIDE 


Sosse* 

W&rwkte. 


TOMORROW IN 














